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VOYAGE OF 9 
CAPTAIN JAMES, 
' FOR THE DISCOVERY 


NORTH-WEST PASSAGE TO INDIA; 


HE love of gain will ever be the moſt active 

ſtimulus of adventurers. Notwithſtanding the 
ſufferings we have recorded of navigators in the 
northern ſeas, commercial and ſpeculative men 
{till entertained the idea, that a paſſage that 
way to the South Sea was practicable, and for- 
mer failures only rendered the patrons of the 
ſcheme more zealous to perſevere. For this pur- 
poſe, ſeveral merchants of Briſtol formed them- 
ſelves into a company, about the year 1630; and 
King James I. being apprized of their defigns, 
no leſs honourable to their country, than benefi- 
cial to themſelves, was graciouſly pleaſed to ſig- 
nify his approbation, and to confirm the choice 
they had made of Captain Thomas James, to go 
upon this expedition. „ 

James was univerſally regarded as a man of in- 
tegrity, as well as an experienced mariner; and 
conſequently was well adapted for ſuch an enter - 
prize. Beſides, he had been engaged in ſome 
northern voyages; and it was ſuppoſed, that he 
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2 JAMES'S VOYAGE. 


united local knowledge to a conſummate perſec- 
tion in the nautic art. 

As a large ſhip would have been more diffi- 
cult to manage, in ſuch a navigation, than a 
ſmall one, James only deſired a veſſel of ſeven- 


ty tons; which being equipped, he fell down 


Briſtol Channel on the 3d of May 1631; but 
meeting with contrary winds, tqok ſhelter in 
Milford Haven, where he remained ſeveral days. 


A fair wind ſpringing up, he took the advantage; 
and on the 4th of June arrived in fight of Green- 
land. 

Next morning 'S was eech with ice, 
and the more the men endeayoured to extricate 


themſelves from it, the more they were entangl- 


ed. At laſt they made faſt to a Jarge piece, and 
endeayoured to repel the approach of the others, 
in which attempt, all their poles: were broken. 
The danger hourly increaled, and on the 6th, 
fuch prodigious fragments of ice aſſailed them, 
that the ſhip was in imminent danger of being 
cruſhed to pieces; but, by ſpreading the ſails, 
ſhe eſcaped, only to dath with more violence on 
another fragment, which ſtaved the thallop, and 
at firſt it was doubted, if the ſhip had not ſhared 
the ſame fate. 


However, by launching the long boat, the 


parts of the ſhallop were recover ed, and placed 


on the deck; and the ſhip made her way, during 


a perfect ſtorm, through ſuch impediments, as 
every moment threatened deſtruction, 
Being near the moſt ſouthern point of Green- 


land, on the 10th, the ſea being very rough, and 
tome pieces of 1ce in fight, higher than the 


main topmaſt, the long boat broke from the 
fttern; and two men were deſperately bruiſed 
235 | | m0 
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Fin trying to recover it, which, however, 1 
effected. 

After receiving many ſhocks from the moun- 
tains of ice, on the 17th, at night, the weather 
was fo dark, foggy, and ſevere, that they were 
in the momentary expectation of being dathed 
to pieces; and the ſails and rigging became ſtiff 
with froſt, When morning appeared, they per- 
ceived the Iſle of Reſolution, in the opening of 
Hudſon's Straight, and endeavoured to double 
the ſouthern point. As the fog, which had con- 
tinned for ſome days, began to clear up, they 
found the entrance of the Straight filled with 
ice, cloſely wedged together; and in attempting 
to proceed, they were faſt incloſed, and driven 
to and fro with 1t. 

Early on the 20th, having doubled the intend- 
ed point of Reſolution, the wind ſhifting to the 
weſt, drove them, together with the ice, towards 
land, within two leagues of which, they met 
with nothing but ſhort breakers, and maſſes of 
ice aground, at the depth of 40 fathoms. Both 
the ſhip and the ice were whirled round and 
round, in a ſurpriſing manner, by an eddy of 
the {ea; and they were ſoon met by a ſtrong 
ebb, ruſhing from the broken grounds of the 
and, which carried them through innumera- 
ble meanders among rocks and ice. To prevent 
themſelves from being driven on ſhore and wreck- 
ed, which they had the ſtrongeſt reaſon to dread, 
they endeavoured to make faſt to a piece of ice 
on each tide, that drew about ten fathoms water, 

which ſerved them by way of ſounding ; being 
ſo fituated, that one or the other muſt have been 
driyen aground before the ſhip. 


32 This 
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This expedient, however, appearing inſufficient 


; 4 


to ſecure the ſhip, the boat was hoiſted out in 0 
ſearch of a place of ſafety, among the rocks; but Sue 
being inſtantly incloſed, the men were obliged to ru 
haul her upon the ice, and to drag her from piece C 
to piece. Meanwhile the whirling of the ice wh 
diſengaged the ſhip from her two ſupporters, Ant 
and the crew were obliged to make ſignals for a 0 
the boat to return. It was even feared ſhe had 801 
been loſt with one-third of the crew; however, tha 
» the great joy of the company, ſhe rejoined 101 
Sn. 5 | 
The ſhip had now only three fathoms water, We 
and lay under the ſhelter of a large maſs of ice, wh 
which was aground ; but at the return of the he 
tide, the floating fragments drove with ſuch ſte 
violence againſt her ſides, that all the exertions 
of the men were required to keep them off. At My. 
high water, their bulwark of ice, towards the tis 
| ſhore, floated alſo, and left them expoſed ; but 1 
at the return of the tide, it providentially reſum- af 
ed its ſtation, and afforded them ſhelter again. 
| After a repetition of attacks from the ice, and ks 
paſting a night in buſtle and alarm, amidſt ſnow i] 
and tempeſt, at high water-the ſhip was driven on 5 
a2 ſharp rock, where the was left by the ebb in ſuch f 


a poſture, that it was impoſſible the men could h 
keep their footing in her. Apprehending ſhe { 
would never be got off, the crew began to think _ - 
of another world, and went to prayers on an 
adjoining portion of ice. Happily, however, as 
the tide turned, to their inexpreſlible joy, they 
once more ſaw the ſhip afloat, and having got 
on board, they laboured with ail their might to 
extricate her * Be a vicinity of ſuch imminent 
danger. They firſt tried to ſurround ee 
wit 
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with ice, as being much leſs dangerous than the 
rocks. They were, however, obliged to hew 
one piece with their axes, and other ſtrong in- 
ſtruments, for fear of being overſet by it. 

Captain James now went on ſhore on the ice, 
which formed a continued footing to the land, 
and having erected a beacon of ſtones, he placed 
a croſs upon it, and named it the HARBOUR OP 
Gop's PROVIDENCE. At low water, thoſe pieces 
that were aground, broke with a thundering 
Noiſe. 

On the 23d, the captain * ſome of his men 
went to reconnoitre the eaſt part of the iſland, 
where he climbed up a high ground, to ſee if 
he could poſſibly defery any place where he might 
ſteer the ſhip into greater ſecurity. 

While in the ſearch, he heard a dreadful noiſe, 
which aroſe from a very large piece of ice ſplit- 
ting, near the ſhip, into four pieces. It happened, 
however, that it was at too great a diſtance to do 
any manner of damage, 

The captain now ſent the boat into a cove he 
had diſcovered ; and on her return, unmoored 
the ſhip, and with all poſſible expedition, warp- 
ed her away from the ice; but they had not left 
it above a mile, before it went to pieces in ſuch 
horrible ruin, that every one was convinced, the 
ſhip muſt have inevitably been loſt, had the 
remained in her former ſtation. _ 

Having eatered the cove, Captain James 
again went on ſhore; and diſcovered nothing 
but broken ground, without the leaſt vegetation 
of any kind. As the ice yet covered the pools, 
no fowls were to be expected; nor were any 
animals ſeen, ſave a few foxes: However, there 
were ſigns of ſome of the ſavages having lately 
. been 
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been on that deſolate ſpot ; though it was not 


_ to conjecture what had brought them thi- 
ere 5 | 

This cove received the appellation of Price's, 
from the maſter of the ſhip, It lies in 61 deg. 
24 min, north latitude ; and from the high lands, 
Button's Iſlands were diſcerned, | 

A freſh gale ſpringing up, on the 24th they 
left the cove, ſteering between mountains of ice 


aground, twice as high as the topmaſt head. 


For the ſpace of a league, they had clear water, 
and endeavoured to gain the north ſhore; but 
the ice was ſo cloſely wedged together, that they 


could make little progreſs, and were in conſtant 


danger. The weather clearing up two days af- 
ter, they had clear ſunſhine, but little open ſea; 


and the nights were ſo cold that the rigging 


froze. | 
On the 5th of July, they obſerved Saliſbury 


Iſland, Prince Charles's Cape, and Mill Ifland ; - 


but to the north-weſt, nothing was to be ſeen 
but ice; which gave the captain the greater con- 
cern, as he began to be ſenſible of the impracti- 


cability of proſecuting his diſcoveries in that 


quarter this ſeaſon, 


Hudſon's Straights are about one hundred and 
twenty leagues long, and from fifteen to twenty 
leagues broad. The north ſhore is the cleareſt 


from ice; but the navigation is endangered by 


many low iſlands. There is a certain tide, but 
no current, | 1 . 

On account of the ice, as already mentioned, 
James finding it impoſſible to advance to the 
north-weſtward, on the 16th of July, he altered 


his courſe, and ſtood' for Mansfield Iiland, which 
he gained fight of the enſuing day, 


This 


＋ 


This iſland is low and ſteril; but has ponds of 
freſh water. Here the crew were put to half 
allowance of bread ; and two men complained of 


off and on for a good way down the coaſt, but 
could find no refreſhments, ſave a few fowls. 


they made for the weſtern land, but ſoon be- 
came encompaſſed by ice, and incommoded by 
fogs, For three ſucceſſive days they were cloſe- 
ly immured by ice, notwithſtanding they hoiſt- 
ed all their ſails, and the wind blew hard. 

The men now, for the firſt time, began to 


murmer, thinking it impoſhble to advance or 


recede, The captain encouraged them to hope, 
by every perſuaſive argument; and, to keep them 
in ſpirits, made them drink a health to his majeſ- 
ty on the ice, while the ſhip ſtuck faſt without 
a man on board. : 5 

James, however, began to feel the juſtice of 
their fears, and took the neceſſary ſteps to pro- 
vide for the worſt. On the Iſt of Auguſt, the 


ice began to heave a little; and on the 3d they 


obſerved a little open water to the north-weſt- 
ward. After much Jabour, they at laſt got diſen- 


gaged; and on the 11th entered the Bay of Hub- 


bard's. Hope. 

Standing to the ſouthward, while it was hazy, 
they perceived ſome breakers ahead; and en- 
deavouring to clear them, ſtruck on the rocks 
while their ſails were flying, and a freſh gale 
blowing. Every hand was immediately employ- 
ed in furling the ſails; and two or three heavy 
ſeas heaved the ſhip over the rocks, when they 
expected every inſtant to go to the bottom, 5 
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ſickneſs; but ſoon recovered. The ſhip flood 


The wind proving favourable, on the 18th 
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ter, near a high land, when the captain ſent off 


gave the captain the greateſt uneaſineſs. He 


of thoſe on board was as en e as imagination 


to weigh the anchor, or manage the ſails ; but 


bears, and had ſeen many fowls, ſome of which 


and had traced all the weſtern bays diſcovered 


Gs 


On the 20th they came to an anchor off f 4 7 
point of land, to which they gave the name af. 
the New Principality of South Wales. Next 30 


day a ſtorm aroſe, in which they had nearly loft 
their anchor; and ſeveral of the men were dan- {} 
geroully bruiſed by the daſhing of the ſhip. The 3 
gunner's foot, being entangled in the cable, was 
wrung off at the ankle, and the maſter narrowly e b. 
eſcaped breaking his leg. 

On the 27th they anchored in five fathoms wa- 


the boat, well manned and armed, with inſtruc- 
tions to return before ſun- ſet. Night, however, 
approached, and no news of the boat. This 


began to ſuſpect that the crew w as either loſt, or 
had fallen a prey to the ſavages. The proſpeR 


can form; there were not hands enough on board 


at length, to the lively joy of all, the boat re- 
turned, and the crew excuted their long abſence, 
by dec laring that a ſudden ebb had obliged them 
to wait the return of the tide. They reported 
that they had diſcovered the tracts of deer and 


they killed; that a conſiderable quantity of 
Wood was growing on the land; but that they 
had been able to diſcover no traces of inhabit- 
ants. 

Two days after, a ſhip was diſcovered about 
four leagues to the leeward, which proved to be 
a king's frigate, commanded by Captain Fox. 
The uſual ſalutes were exchanged. This veſlel 
had ſailed on diſcoveries in the {ſpring of 1031, 


by 
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y former navigators. She returned in 1682, 
ind the captain publiſhed a pompous detail of 
his diſcoveries; but his narrative was never 
uch regarded, 8 | 
Captain Fox and ſome of his officers paid his 
brother adventurers a viſit on board; and next 
orning ſailed to the ſouth-weſt. Thoſe who have 
et in perilous and unexpected ſituations, will 
de beſt able to appretiate the pleaſure of this in- 
erview. 5 3 
To return to Captain James. On the 3d of 
September he ſtood in for the ſhore, and arrived 
at a cape, to which he gave the appellation of 
Henrietta Maria, from the queen. Next day 
they encountered a violent ſtorm of wind, light- 
ing, ſnow, and rain. The ſea ran mountains 
high, waſhed over the deck, poured into the 
hold, and forced its way into the bread-room, 
vhere it ſpoiled the greateſt part of the provi- 
ſions. This dreadful hurricane continued with 
nabated violence till the 5th in the evening. 
They made an iſland, which the captain named 


\(VDd —— — — — YU 9 2 


Ford Weſton's, on the 10th. It lies in latitude 
; 3 deg. 5 min. north. Standing to the eaſtward, 
1 hey next day came to another, on which they 
1 found neither vegetable nor animal. 

c On the 12th, in the morning, the wind blow- 


ing hard, the ſhip was negligently run upon the 
rocks, and a wreck appearing inevitable, the 
arpenter's tools and ſome other neceſſaries were 
Went on ſhore. In the meanwhile they endea- 
toured to lighten the vetlel, by ſtaving the wa- 
er caſks, and throwing ſome heavy articles over- 
board; but after continuing five hours ſtriking 
lolently on the rocks, to the aſtoniſhment of 

5 all, 
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tion. 


which the ſhallop was totally loſt. . The thip had 


condition. During the continuance of this dread- 


culty of reaching it through the 1ce. For this 


all, ſhe 3's off, though in a very leaky condi 


It was now reſolved to ſteer towards the bot: 
tom of Hudſon's Bay, to explore a paſſage int 
the river of Canada; and, in caſe of failure, ty 
winter on the main land, which was preferabl: 
to a rocky and inſular ſtation. 

Another ſtorm overtook them on the 14th, in 


now only one boat left, and that in a very crazy 


ful viſitation, every one thought of preparing 
for death; but that Providence, which had f6 
often ſaved them, again was conſpicuous in thei 
behalf. 
On the 19th of September, they anchored of 


the Earl of Briſtol's Iſland ; and, while in thang 
place, the carpenter repaired the boat, and the oun 
captain went on ſhore, but found not the leaf rav. 
veſtige of a human creature ever having been O 
there before. And now, finding that the wind rav. 
ſeemed to be fixed in a northerly point, fo thai ere 
Hudſon's Bay was not to be reached, they beganWhoin 
to look out for ſome other more convenient win har 


tering place. Some named Port Nelion ; but for 
the Captain objected to this, not only on account 
of the danger of the place itſelf, but the dith- 


' reaſon he determined to look out for tome con- ſion 
venient creek to the ſouthward, | wer 
After landing at different places, where no- 8 


thing but famine ſtared them in the face, they tain 
at laſt reached Charlton Ifland, on the 7th of abo 
October, when it ſnowed ſo violently, that they Ml gre: 
were forced to clear the deck with thovels ; andi ed 
the ſnow treezing over every part of the wy wh 
made 
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ade her reſemble a maſs of ice. Next day the 
n ſhone bright, but had no effect. Indeed the 
id was now ſo intenſe, that ſcarcely any thing 
duld be preſerved from freezing, even by the 
re fide, and the ſails became uſeleſs. The 
pat, with great difficulty, reached the ſhore ; 
nd the captain ſeeing the winter ſet in ſo faſt, 
dered wood to be cut down and carried on 


ad ard. | ; 
Having laid in as ample a ſupply of wood as 
d. ie ſhip would contain, the fick were defirous 


f having a hut erected for them on ſhore, 
bat they might the ſooner recover their health. 
laving fixed on a convenient ſpot, the carpen- 
er and others were tet to work on the building. 
leanwhile, the captain, with ſome attendants, 
anged the iſland in queſt of inhabitants, but 
ound none; and returned exhauſted with their 
ravels through the ſnow. - 
On the 13th, ſome of the men deſired leave to 
raverſe the country; which being granted, they 
vere furniſhed with ammunition, and ſtrictly en- 
oined not to ſeparate. They had it alſo in 
arge to look out for ſome convenient harbour 
for the ſhip. On the ſecond day they returned 
vith a ſmall, lean deer, and reported that they 
ad ſcen ſeveral more, but no ſigns of any ra- 
tional inhabitants, nor any port. In this excur- 
ſion they ſpent a night in the woods, where they 
were almoſt perithed with cold. | 
Soon after, the lieutenant and five more ob- 
tained leave to try their fortune in travelling 
about the ifland; but though they wandered a 
great way, and ſtaid out all night, they return- 
ed without having found any proviſions; and 
what was worſe, they loſt the gunner's mos. 
| US 
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This unfortunate man, being weary with walk ture 
ing, attempted to croſs a lake, that was appa - wou 
rently frozen over, to fave himſelf the trouble tho 
of going round; but having reached the middle cnn 


the ice broke, and he was ſeen no more. cole 

It now began to ſnow with ſuch continued ſe-W ed, 
verity, that the boat could ſcarcely land, and D 
the men were obliged to wade through thich we: 
congealed water. To obviate this inconvenience, Mi aca 


the captain ſet the carpenter to conſtruct a boat abi 
or ſledge, that might be drawn on the ice, and Gif 
uſed alſo where there was water. He likewiſe the 
encouraged his men to make traps to catch foxes, Mi but 
ſome of which were daily ſeen; and as they had anc 


ſeen party-coloured ones, he concluded there i 
were black foxes alſo, whoſe furs he ſuppoſed] his 
were valuable tic 
Captain James now took the latitude of the fol 
iſland, which he found to be 52 deg. north, 101 
Thus, notwithſtanding the dreadful ſeverity of pa 
the climate, this iland i is nearly 1 in the latitude ed 
of London, wi 


The hut took fire on the 12th, but was extin- 
guiſhed without much damage; however, the 
accident made them uſe. care and vigilance in} 
future. The weather being uncommonly ſevere, 
the captain ſtaid on ſhore till the 17th, and 
when he went on board, he found the ſhip fixed, 
and entirely incruſted with ice, to the very rig- 
ging. His reflections were now gloomy enough: 
he had neither the hopes of ſaving the veſſel, 
nor the probable aſſurance of being long able to 
endure the extremities to which they were re- 
duced. 

On the 224, the runner, who had previouſly 
Joſt his leg by an accident, paid the debt of na- 

We” | ture, 
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ture. In ſach a climate it was impoſſible for a 
wound to heal: the plaiſter froze over it, and 
though he was lodged with all the care that cir- 
eumſtances would permit, and guarded from the 
cold, a bottle of ſack, with which he was indulg- 
ed, froze at his bed's head. 

Next evening, the captain and all on board 
were alarmed by ſeveral pieces of ice driving 
againſt the hawſer, which ſtrained it confider- 
ably. In this dilemma the crew fired ſignals of 
diſtreſs, but thoſe on ſhore were unable to render 
them any aſſiſtance. The ice, however, being 
but newly congealed, was at laſt broken through, 
and in a few hours diſappeared. 

To prevent accidents, the captain ordered all 
his men on board; and with much pain and dif- 
ficulty they reached the ſhip. It was now re- 
ſolved to run her aground, to preterve her as 
long as poſfible. This reſolution being taken, a 
part of the bread, and a barrel of beef were Jand- 
ed; and all the other ſtores, with the powder, 
were carried into the great cabin. The ſhip being 
driven on ſhore, continued to beat with much 
violence, though ſhe was bedded in ſand; on 
which the captain ordered a hole to be bored in 
her bottom, and in ſix hours the water rote to 
ſuch an height, that it was momentarily expected 
ſhe would open, and break in pieces; but after 
having beat off her rudder, which was loſt, ſhe 
began to ſettle. 'The captain and crew had 
much difficulty to reach the ſhore ; and when 
they landed, they were ſo altered by fatigue, and 
an incruſtation of ice, that they could Tearcely 
recognize each others faces. 

Having reached their ſolitary abode, they kin- 
dled a good fire, and regaled themſelves with 
Vor. III. C: bread 
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bread and melted ſnow. Their forlorn fituation 


. neceſſarily engaged their thoughts, and each was 
defired to ſpeak his ſentiments with freedom. 
The carpenter gave it as his opinion, that the 


ſhip was irrecoverably loſt, but Captain James 
thought otherwiſe; and in a ſpeech, fraught 
with piety and manly fortitude, encouraged his 
people to keep up their ſpirits, in the hopes of 
yet reaching their native land ; but adding, that 
if Providence had deſtined them to end their 
days where they were, they were ſtill as near 


heaven as in England. On this Providence, that 


had ſo often ſaved them, he encouraged them to 


rely; and ſuggeſted, that if the ſhip were loſt, a 


pinnace might be made out of the wreck. 

The carpenter gave his aſſurance, that no in- 
duſtry of his ſhould be wanting to extricate them 
from their prefent difficulties, and the men all 


joined in offering their moſt active ſervices to aſ- 


fiſt him. Captain James returned them all his 


due thanks, and promiſed conſiderable rewards 


to ſuch as were moſt uſeful and induſtrious. 
Next morning, the captain got the ſurgeon to 


cut off his hair thort, which became extremely 


troubleſome, from the icicles conſtantly attached 
to it. The crew having followed his example, 
repared for work. 

The firſt object was to get the clothes and pro- 
It would be painful to record 
all the miſeries they endured in this difficult ſer- 
vice. After ſecuring the beſt part of the neceſ- 
ſaries on ſhip board, "their next care was to flow 
them ſafely on ſhore, and to provide lodgings for 
the accommodation of the crew during the me- 
lancholy ſeaſon they had to remain there. Two 
houſes were erected, each twenty feet ſquare, of 

trees, 
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trees, in the moft convenient ſpot ; and a ſtore- 
houſe was built at a little diſtance, to prevent 
accidents from fire; Every precaution was taken 
Ito render theſe apartments as commodious and 
comfortable as poſſible, and to fence againſt the 
ſeverity of the climate. | 
Though they laboured with inceſſant applica- 
tion, it was impoſſible to remove all their ſtores 
from the ſhip, before the cold increaſed to ſuch 
a degree, that every thing became immoveable, 
and the men were unable to venture out. 
On the 21ſt of December, the rigours of the 
cold confined them within; but on the 23d, 
they ſet out with a view of getting the boat on 
Wſhore, which had been dug out of the ice. Be- 
fore noon, ſuch a thick fog came on, that it 
was with extreme difficulty they could find their 
way, or keep together. The darkneſs was deeper 
than that of night. At laſt, they were all reaſ- 
ſembled at the houſe; but in the moſt miſerable 
condition imaginable. Some of the men were 
covered with large bliſters, proceeding from too 
haſtily approaching the fire, after being expoſ- 
Fed to the cold; and all were much froſt-bitten. 
The well being now completely frozen up, 
ſnow water was of neceſſity uſed, both for drink- 
ing and drefling victuals. The inſalubrity of 
this was ſoon perceptible. The captain, how- 
ever, recollecting that he had ſeen a ſpring in 
ay vicinity, at the foot of a hill, ſent ſome men 

0 try to diſcover it, which they happily did; 
ind had the pleaſure to find that it always ran 
vith a full ſtream, and was never frozen ſo hard, 
but that the ice might be broken. 

At this time, all the ſack, vinegar, oil, and 
every kind of liguid had become one ſolid mats, 
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and were e only to be broken by force; nor could 
they be kept in a fluid ſtate at the diſtance of a 
yard from the fire. 

About the commencement of the year, the 
ſnow fell ſo thick, that it reached near the height 
of the roof of the houſe, The men were, there- 
fore, obliged to cut a paſſage through it; and toi 
keep that paſſage clear, by daily ſhovelling away a 
the Freſh fallen ſnow. When this conſolidated, 
it afforded what was denominated the captains Wl 
gallery and fick men's walk, the ſurface of it 
being a yard, at leaſt, above the level of the Tr 
ground. 1 

The cold now became intolerably ſharp. The : 
atmoſphere being full of vapours, made the ſun 
and moon appear r of an oblong figure, when near 
the horizon. On the 31ſt of January, the y 
Was ſo clear, that Captain James could perceive, 
or imagined he perceived, two-thirds more ſtats 2 
than ever he had ſeen before; but the moon ri- ,; 
ing before midnight, three parts of them were 
loſt in her luſtre. ab 

The ſea freezes over every night, two or three 
inches thick. The half flood generally breaks It 
this congelation, and drives the flakes over each 


to 
other, which immediately coaleſce; and by this e 
means, the ice, in a few hours, becomes five ot 0 


ſix feet thick; and the number of flakes and hes 
fields of ice are increaſed to that degree, that the the 
ſea is entirely filled with them, and the water the 
cools more and more every day, till at laſt it be- of 
comes almoſt inſupportable. As a proof of this, ver 
when Captain James's people waded in the fea, me 
during the month of December, and the water BF coc 
froze on their legs, they did not feel it fo ſent: | 
bly as in the month of June, ul 
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In the month of February, that worſt peſt of 
Wnariners, the ſcurvy, began to make its appear- 
Wnce. Its diſmal effects were ſoon bitterly felt 
yy theſe unhappy men. They bled at the mouth, 
Wiheir gums were ſwollen, and ſometimes black 
Wand putrid, and all their teeth were looſe. In a 
Wword, their mouths were ſo much affected, that 
Wthey could no longer maſticate their uſual food. 
= Some complained of ſhooting pains in the 
head, others in the breaſt ; ſome felt a weakneſs 
M in their reins, others had pains in their thighs 
and knees, and the legs of ſeveral ſwelled. The 
5 ſurgeon was a man of the moſt amiable charac- 
ter, and endeavoured to alleviate the diſtreſſes of 
the crew by every known art; and made uſe of 
N ſome expedients which the novelty of the fitu- 
ation ſuggeſted. But, notwithſtanding all bis 


5 care, two-thirds of the company were under his 
. hands, and yet were obliged to labour hard, 
_ WE vithont ſhoes to their feet. | 


In the open air the cold was almoſt inſupport- 
able ; no clothes being proof againſt it, nor any 
ii exerciſe ſufficient to keep up the natural warmth. 
l froze the eye-laſhes, ſo that it was impoſhble 

mm a tee; and the difficulty of reſpiration became 
Wy <<ctreme, from the coldneſs of the air. In the 
aal woods, the cold was ſomewhat leſs ſevere, yet 
here the men were afflicted with chilblains on 


1. their faces, hands, and feet. Even withinfide 
5 the houſe, every thing was frozen, and hung full 
5 of icicles. The bedding was quite ſtiff, and co- 
2 'l vered with hoar froſt, though the beds were al- 


= moſt cloſe to the fire. The water, in which the 
6-4 cook ſoaked the ſalt meat, within doors, froze 
l within three feet of the fire. But during the 
Lf night, when the fire was negleQed, all was 
C3 frozen 
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| frozen into one lump in four hours time. When 

afterwards the cook ſoaked the meat in a copper hei 
kettle, cloſe to the fire, to prevent it from freez- dad 
ing, the ſide near the fire was found to be warm, eſc 
while the oppoſite fide was frozen an inch thick, F<” 
Such are the general traits of a winter in this 1 
inhoſpitable climate. To enumerate all the ſuf- WK bl 
ferings of each individual of Captain James's WF RC 
company would be impoſſible; for every day 7 
was a period of ſuffering. During the whole i , 
winter, they did not catch above a dozen foxes, i Nan 
ſome of which were dead in the traps long be- ** 
fore they were diſcovered, and therefore uſeleſs ; i 
but whenever one was taken alive, he was boil- s 
ed to make broth for the fick, and the fleſh was "ch 
likewiſe appropriated for their uſe. A very fer ch. 
white partridges were alſo procured. ; 
The 1 of April, being Eaſter-day, was ſolem- Wt" 
nized in a religious manner. Both that and the .: 
two ſucceeding days were exceſſively ſevere, ſo 5. 
that the company were confined within, and 7 
employed themſelves in reaſoning on their ſitu- "4 
ation and proſpects. The carpenter had for ſome i . 
time been ſo feeble, from illneſs, that he was | þ 
obliged to be led to his work, which he had ſe- Wl 
dulouſly forwarded as long as able. But he was | 15 
now incapable of farther exertion : ſeveral more £ 
vere in the ſame ſituation; others were very in- 0 
firm; and of the whole crew, only five could 8 „ 
their ordinary allowance. . 
The ſeaſon of the year, on which all their Fl 
hopes depended, came on apace ; and yet the cold on 
was little abated. The pinnace, notwithſtand- tl 
ing the painful labours of the carpenter, was un- 10 
finiſned; and they all ſuppoſed that the ſhip G 


muſt be irrecoverably loſt, In ſhort, after a va- 
variety 
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jety of opinions were given as to the mode of 
heir future proceedings, and many reflections 
ad paſſed on their preſent miſery, the captain 
Feſolved, that it would be moſt adviſable to at- 
empt to clear the ſhip as ſoon as the weather 
would permit. Accordingly, the men who were 
ble, began with bars and ſhovels to dig the ice, 
and to lay it in ſuch a manner as to form a bar- 
ricado round her, to prevent her from being 
holly overſet by floating ice. : | 
= The 16th of April was one of the moſt plea- 
_ Want days they had ſeen. They cleared the ſhip's 
deck of ſnow ; and had the good fortune to diſ- 
cover the anchor. On the 19th, the weather 
was ſo much meliorated, that the maſter and 
two others requeſted permiſſion to ſleep on board, 


chat they might be removed from the groans 
and lamentations of their ſick companions. 
. The greateſt part of April was ſpent in ſtop- 


„ping the leaks of the ſhip, and repairing her 
4 other damages. In freeing her from ice and 
ſnow, the men laboured with ſuch alacrity and 
ſucceſs, that by the 28th the pumps were et 
free, On the 29th it rained, which was a day 
„of joy, as it afforded a certain indication that the 
winter was beginning to break. The two fol- 


38 n Dy 4 

lowing days were very ſevere ; but the late rain 

had given the men ſuch ſpirits, that they (at round 

t the fire on May eve, and amuſed themſelves 
with chuſing miſtrefſes, and wearing their names 

ir in their caps. 

d The thaw increaſing, on the 4th of May ſome 


. cranes and geeſe made their appearance; but 
though the captain and ſurgeon wearied them 
ſelves in trying to kill ſome for the uſe of the 
lick, they returned without ſucceſs. Fe 

| n 


in great perfection under the water. Same day 


articles, ſuch as ſhoes, which were extremely 


on the 18th. He was a man much beloved, and 
of great 1kill in his profeſſion. He had nearly 


ice parting. Joy now appeared in every coun- 
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On the oth, they heaved out of the hold fout 
butts of beer, and one of cyder, which had kept 


they recovered five barrels of beef and pork; 
and by ſucceſſive efforts, procured other uſeful M 


wanted. | 

Some days were now employed in refitting thei 
ſhip, in which they could find no viſible defect; 
and, therefore, they hoped ſhe might be righted. 

The fick wmcrcated in number, and their diſor- 
ders in malignity. Attempts to procure them 
refreſhments of fowl had hitherto been vain; | 
and now the captain ordered a ſmall plot of 
ground to be ſown with peas, in hopes of having 
forne green vegetables. To the great grief of | 
all the crew, W illiam Cole, the carpenter, died 


completed a pinnace of twelve or thirteen tons 
burden, in cate the ſhip ſhould prove unſervice- 
able. He had exhauſted himſelf for the benefit ö 
of others. As the maſter was returning from his 
funeral obſequies, he diſcovered the body of the 
gunner under the gun room ports; though he 
had been committed to the ſea at a conſiderable 
diſtance. The corpſe had no diſagreeable ſmell, 
and the fleth ſlipped up and down upon the 
bones like a glove. He was now interred by the 
fide of the carpenter. 

Towards the end of May the weather became 
very hot by day, and there were ſymptoms of the 


tenance ; and, as if Heaven had ordered that 
their hopes ſhould not be daſhed, the rudder was 
enen found, and brought on board. All 

returned 
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| 1 thanks to the Supreme, for his gracious 
Protection. 

The ſea being pretty clear n the ſhip 
and the ſhore, on the 30th they launched their 
boat. Next day they found ſome green leaves 
of vetches, which they boiled for the ſick; and 
indeed, almoſt all might have come under this 
deſcription; for, except the captain and another, 
not a man could eat falt proviſions. 

Theſe vetches, however, proved a wonderful 
reſtorative; and in a ſhort time, by uſing then! 
freely, in all forms of diet, thoſe who had not 
been able to ſtir for many weeks, took a part in 
the duty of the ſhip. 

About the middle of June the weather hs 
ſo hot, that the men took to bathing. Inſects 
became numerous and tormenting, particularly 
muiketoes. Theſe revived, with the hot weather, 
from the torpidity in which they had lain during 
the brumal ſeaſon, and covered the earth 1 in im- 
menſe varieties. 

Having previouſly dug the ſand from the ſides 
of the ſhip, and ſufficiently lightened her, they 
took the advantage of ſome high tides; and once 
more had the pleaſure of ſeeing her ſwim in deep 
Water. 

The captain having cauſed a very large tree to 
be formed into a croſs, affixed to it the pictures 
of King Charles I. and his queen, cloſely wrapped 
in lead, ſo as to be defended from the external 
air; and between the effegies, placed the ſubſe- 
quent inſcription : © Charles. King of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, alſo of New found- 
land, and the territories to the weſtward, as far 
as New Albion, and northward, to the latitude 
of 80 deg. &c.” On the outlide of the lead he 

nailed 
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ceſſaries on board. Meanwhile the captain, with 
an attendant, went to the higheſt eminence of 


bouring iſlands, they would make a correſpond- 
ing ſignal; and enable him to viſit them, and 


that the captain had ſome difficulty in quitting 


tree, and adyancing upwards, He leaped off, 
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railed a ſhilling and a fixpence of that reign, ant 


under, his majeſty's arms, with the arms of thei ca 
city of Briſtol below. On Midſummer-day, thisd 
croſs was erected on the hill, where the crew had ifte 


buried their deceaſed companions; ſo that it 
ſerved the double purpoſe of denoting poſſeſſion, 
and of being a funeral monument. | 
Next morning the boatſwain began to rig the 
{hip, and the men were employed in getting ne- 


the iſland, on which was a lofty tree, called the 
watch tower, to kindle a fire, in expectation that 
if there were any human beings in the neigh- 


obtain ſome intelligence. As the captain was 
climbing up the watch tree, his attendant rafhly 
ſet fire to ſome low trees to windward, which 
immediately were in a blaze; and the conflagra- 
tion ſpread from tree to tree, with ſuch rapidity, 


his ſtation, before the fire was at the root of the 


and ran with the utmoſt ſpeed down the hill; 
but the fire purſued him ſo cloſely, that his 
{peed had like to have been ineffectual. Every 
thing being dried to tinder, the trees, the mols, 
caught in an inſtant; and the flame ran along 
the ground as if a train had been laid. 

Early next morning the powder was carried 
on board, and the captain, after a reſtleſs night, 
ſent to examine the progreſs of the conflagration. 
It was ſoon perceived to be ſpreading, with hor- 
rid devaſtation, to the northward and weſtward, 
A. perſon was left to watch it; and every prepa- 

ration 
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tion was made to ſave the materials on ſhore, 


Nd 
ES. caſc it ſhould take the direction of the houſes 
nid the ſhip. About noon, the wind having 


ifted, the ſentinel returned out of breath, with 
e alagning news, that the fire was cloſe at his 
eels. All was now buſtle and activity. The 
re advanced towards them with a terrible noiſe, 
eing a full mile in breadth; and ſcarcely had 
ey time to remove the laſt articles of value 


n, 


e- 
th rom their town, as they termed it, before the 
of Name laid hold of it, and ſoon laid it in aſhes. 
ebe wind then ſhifted to another quarter, con- 
at ming all before it. , | | 

h- The men being all ſafe on board, returned 
d-anks to Heaven, with great ſolemnity, for 
d ieir deliverance from the devouring element, 


zore dreadful than the ſeas and ftorms. 
A few days after, the bay was quite clear of 
e, and the climate began to prove very unwhole- 
"me. The heat of the ſun, reflected from a 
indy ſoil, was almoſt inſupportable; yet, ſo ſud- 
en was the tranfition from one extreme to an- 
ther, that ice, an inch thick, covered every pool 
{ night. | SENS 
On the Iſt of July, the captain had the ſhip 
3 ecorated in the beſt manner circumſtances 
7 Would allow. After which he prepared a brief 
tatement of their paſt toils, and future inten- 
ons; with a requeſt, that in caſe they ſhould 
eriſh, this memorial of their labours might be 
ade public by any adventurers who might 
ouch there. This notification he ſent aſhore 
rich much formality, ordering it to be affixed to 
he croſs, which being ſurrounded by a ſandy, 
eri! foil, had eſcaped the conflagration, 


This 
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This done, they aſcended the higheſt hills, 
and found that the fire had ſpread about ſixteen 
miles to the weſtward, and the whole breadth of 
the iſland. 

As the captain was walking along the beach, 
in the evening, he diſcovered an herb reſemblin 
ſcurvy grats, of which having gathered and boil- 
ed ſome, it was found a moſt agreeable food, 
A confiderable quantity was collected after ſup- 
per, on purpole to carry away with them. 
Aſſembling to take a laſt view of the graves 
of their companions, they left the ſpot with the 
feelings of nature, and the hopes of never more 
ſetting a foot on the iſland. 

We ought to remark, that arctic trees, ſuch as 
ſpruce and juniper, ſome low ſhrubs and mos 
were the principal vegetable productions of the 
place; nor did it appear, at the moft favourable 
ſeaſon, to abound in any uſeful animals or fowls 

On the 2d of July they ſtood for Danby Ifland, 
to take in more wood, and to be ready to ſeize 
the firſt fair wind. The ſhip appeared in toler- 
able repair, the men in as good health as could 
be expected; and a conſiderable ſtock of provi 
fions was ſtill remainin 

On their arrival at Danby Iſland, ſome of the 
people diſcovered ſtakes driven into the ground, 

which evidently appeared to have been pointed 
by ſome tool. This gave the captain hopes that 
ſome natives might. be ſound; but none exiſted 
or could be traced out. 

From the 5th to the 22d, they were dreadfully 
_ embarraſſed by ice, and blinded by fogs; and 

amid theſe inceſſant dangers to which they Were 
expoled, the captain heard his men congratulat- 
ing thoſe who were no more; ſince it ſeemed 


they ö 
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ey were deſtined to ſtarve on a fragment of 
e, or be ſwallowed up in the deep. The cap- 
ain temporized, and only.exhorted them to pa- 
lence. 

They now came in fight of land, which they 
zcognized to be Cape Henrietta Maria ; and 
nchoring in ſix fathoms water, about a mile 
rom the ſhore, and hoiſting out the boat, landed 
ith ſome dogs and guns, on an eminence, where 
hey took poſſeſſion. Soon after they ſaw ſome 
eer, but could not come within reach of them. 
owever, they procured about a dozen young 
reeſe on the pools, a poor compenſation for the 
oils they had gone through, to obtain more am- 
le refreſhments. As the dogs could not diſtance 
he deer, which were the object of their purſuit, 
hey were left on ſhore to learn fleetneſs or 
tarve. 

Same evening they weighed, with an intention 
ff weathering the Cape, and it being moon light, 
hey proceeded for ſome time among broken 
er-Wnalles of ice, till they found it neceſſary to an- 
hor, and endeavour, by every poſſible means, to 
eep off the danger. As day approached, they 
aw all means of extricating themſelves were 
ſeleſs ; and, in the extremity of danger and diſ- 
reſs, they continued ſome weeks, till the ſhip be- 
ame fo battered and leaky, that ſhe was obliged 
o be pumped every half watch. 

The captain now called a council, to determine 
hat was to be done, when it was the general 
pinion, that it was impoſſible to proceed. "James 
and hen adopted the dangerous reſolution of watch- 
rere Ing the opportunity of ſailing between the ice 
lat- Ind a ſhoaly coaſt ; which, at laſt, he put in exe- 
ned Nution. 


they MW Vor. III. D On 


* 


Maria, which was all they had gained ſince the 
22d of July. All night it blew a violent ſtorm, 


poſed for ſix weeks ſucceſſively. 


but early in the evening it began to blow a ſtrong 
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On the 1ſt of Auguſt they had another confli8 
with the ice; and the wind proving contrary, 
they came to an anchor near the ſhore. For 
ſome ſucceeding days, they were incloſed more 
and more. On the 5th at noon, they were only 
twelve leagues diſtance from Cape Henrietta 


and the thip beat in a dreadful manner from 
iece to piece. 

On the 7th, the weather 83 more mo- 
derate, and the wind ſhifting to the eaſt, carried 
them into open water. Their dangers, however, 
were not patled. The wind ſoon changing, 
drove a range of ice towards them ; and in 2 
little time they were again ſurrounded by it. As 
ſoon as they recovered from one diſtreſs they 
were involved in another; and it was not till 
the 19th of Auguſt, that they ſurmounted the 
imminent dangers to which they had been ex- 


The captain now reſumed his deſign of proſe- 
cuting his voyage, and examined the inlets, which 
had been ſuppoſed, by former navigators, to af- 
ford the moſt probable paſſage into the South 
Seas. On the 24th he made Nottingham Iſland; 


gale, which ſoon increaſed to a ſtorm, and conti- : 
nued without abatement for twenty-four hours, fta: 
Very early in the morning of the 20th, they per-. 
ceived, by moon-light, the ſhip embayed in ice; bis 
and before they could ftay her, ſhe {ſtruck upon e! 
it with great violence. Day-light brought the fta 
diſmal proſpect of fields and hills of ice, as far 4 


as the eye could reach, in the quarter where 
they intended to fail, | anc 
1 9 The 
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The captain, at laſt, began to feel that all his 
fforts would be vain. He, therefore, conſulted 


% ith his officers; and that no blame might be 
ore Imputed to him, obtained their ſentiments in 
ol Writing ; which were, that no advantage could 
tac expected from continuing longer in theſe ſeas, 


ind that they ought immediately to direct their 
ourſe for England. 

Thither the pilot was ordered to ſteer; and 
ffter being loſt in fogs, and harafted by ſnow 
anc. ice, in the beginning of September they 
leared the Straights, after paſſing by mountains 
pf ice, of ſuperior magnitude to any they had 
ret ſeen. On the Sth, they had ſtormy weather, 
and the ſhip rolled exceſſively, and all her ſeams 
gaped. However, after this they ſaw no more 
ce; and the wind being propitious, they reached 
Friftol Road, without any farther accident, on 
he 22d of October. 

The ſhip being put into dock, it appeared mi- 
raculous, that ſhe had lived ; for, on examina- 
tion, it was found that ſhe had loſt fourteen feet 
pf her keel; all her cut-water, and the greateſt 
part of her ſheathing were beaten and torn away; 


ath her bows were bruiſed and broken, many of her 
nd; fimbers cracked; and in one place, the rocks 
ong had nearly made a perforation, 

nti- Thus ended a voyage, Which for perils, con- 


ſtancy, and reſolution, is ſcarcely to be paralleled. 

Captain James, on his return, modeſtly ſtated 
his opinion, that a north-weſt paſſage did not 
exiſt, He founded his reaſons on theſe circum- 
ſtances; that a tide conſtaatly ſets into Hudſon's 
Straights, the flood coming from the eaſtward. 
The ice, he conceives, would certainly be broken 
and diepunct, if the free ocean were beyond it, as 


22 he 
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he found to be the caſe in paſſing from tl 
Straights into the ſea, eaſtward. And laſtly, l 
obſerved, that the ice always finds an outlet bil 
the eaſtward. Such are the reaſons he gives fi 
the non-exiſtence of a paſſage; and ſuppoſing il 
actually did exiſt, he gives valid objections again 
its ever being uſed with ſecurity or advantage 
The multiplicity of dangerous ice and ſhoals ren 
ders it unfit for a large and valuable ſhip to at 
tempt the navigation; and beſides, one thouſan 
leagues may be ſooner and more ſately made bill 
the ſouthward, than one hundred in this dire 
tion. Add to this, that here there are no oppa 
tunities of recruiting the fick; and nothing bu 
danger and deſolation to be expected. 
To the validity of theſe arguments we entire 
ſabſcribe ; but the hiſtory of the voyage whid 
we are juſt about to give (that the conneRionlf 
may not be broken, though the chronological 
order muſt neceſſarily be violated) will prove thai 
James's ſentiments, however juſt, were far fron 
being univerſally convineing. 
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VOYAGE OF 5 
CAPTAIN HENRY ELLIS, 
FOR THE 


WPISCOVERY OF A NORTH-WEST PASSAGE 


TO THE 


SOUTH SEAS, 


HE Hudſon Bay Company, though bound 
by charter to further and promote the diſ- 
Wcovery of a north-weſt paſſage, were generally 
ſuſpected, from intereſted motives, to oppole and 
diſcourage every attempt for its accompliſhment. 
And Captain Middleton, who in 1740, was ſent, 
in a king's ſhip, expreſsly upon that ſervice, re- 
urning without ſucceſs, was publicly criminated 
for having accepted a bribe of five thouſand 
pounds, to defeat the undertaking; and, by a 
partial report, to put an end to future attempts. 
his charge was ſtrongly ſupported, and general- 
ly credited; and Mr. Dobbs, by whoſe intereſt 
Captain Middleton had been employed, prevailed 
with the then miniftry, to preclude any future 
ſcheme of private corruption, by propoſing a 
public reward of twenty thouſand pounds, to the 
perſon who ſhould make a perfect diſcovery of 
the paſſage in queſtion. | 
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Such was the liberal encouragement, held out 
by government, for the diſcovery of the long-de- 
fired communication between the North and 
South Seas; and the fair proſpect of acquiring 
fame, by extending commerce, the hope of ob- 
taining the parliamentary reward, and of ex- 
| poſing the difingenuity of Captain Middleton, 
were ſufficient incitements to prevail with Mr 
Pobbs to ſolicit the equipment of two ſhips, for 
another voyage, which he made not the leaf 
doubt would anſwer the moſt ſanguine expects 


tions of the patrons of the ſcheme. A 
Accordingly the Dobbs galley, of one hundred Med t 
and eighty tons, commanded by Captain Moor; Went 
and the California, of one hundred and forty, Wed 
Captain Henry Smith, were fitted out; and ſup- trac 
plied with every thing that experience and libe- the 
rality could ſuggeſt for the ſucceſs of the enter- but 
priſe. Very ample encouragement was held out {Wwer 


to the captains and other officers; and Captain 
Henry Ellis was appointed ſupercargo, with a com- 
miſſion to make draughts of the new-diicovered 
countries, and to collect and digeſt accounts of 
natural and artificial curioſities within the {cope 
of his obſervation. 

The ſhips ſailed from Graveſend on the 20th 
of May 1746, and ſteering by the eaſt coaſt of 
England, paſſed the illands on the north of Scot- 
land. Nothing occurred beyond the uſual cir- 
cumſtances of navigation, till the 21ſt of June, 
when a terrible fire broke out in the great cabin 
of the Dobbs, and quickly advanced to the pow- 
der room, where there were not leſs than thirty 


barrels of gunpowder, excluſive of other combul- 
tibles. nec 


It 
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It is impoſſible to deſcribe the conſternation 
nd confuſion that prevailed on this dilemma. 
very perſon on board expected a momentary de- 
ruction. All the varieties of naval eloquence 
ere diſplayed on this awful occaſion: cries, 
prayers, imprecations, and abuſe were poured 


ut 
le- 
nd 
ng 
)b- 
X- 


on, Nut; yet ſome were cool, amid the danger, and 
Mr. Neglected no precaution in their power. Water 

for Ein great abundance was well directed, and every 
aſt Mother preventative uſed by ſuch as were maſters 


ta- of themſelves. _ 
As to the crew in general, their terror render- 
red ed them irreſolute. They flew from one expedi- 
or; Went to another, which one moment they attempt- 
ty, Ded to execute and the next abandoned, in diſ- 
up- fraction and deſpair. Some were for hoiſting out 
be- the boats, and accordingly the laſhings were cut, 
ter- put none had patience to launch them; others 
out Were for ſetting more fail, in order to overtake 
ain the California, which was confiderably ahead, 
»m- that in caſe of being blown up, the ſurvivors 
red might have ſome chance of relief. Chimerical 
s of Wes this was, the plan was partially adopted. In 
ope Ithe midſt of this dreadful alarm, the man at the 
helm, reflecting that the fire and powder were di- 
realy under him, was quite diſtracted, and negli- 
gent of his duty; nor can 1magination paint a 
wilder ſcene than was univerſally exhibited. The 
ſhip was ahead to the wind, the fails ſhaking 
w.th a noiſelike thunder: ſhe then turned, and ran 
bin right before it, and continued rolling; while the 
ow- Iblaſt was inſtantly expected that was to terminate 
irty their hopes and fears. Providentially, however, 
zuſe dhe fire was at length extinguiſhed; and it is un- 
neceſſary to expreſs the lively emotions that a 
certainty of this diffuſed in every brea.. 
It | On 
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Which bound Hudſon's Straights. 


ing da ger of being daſhed on the ſhore, 


were theſe poor ſavages to obtain knives an- 


lutely raw; and this, with the appendage ol R 
Iche 


On the 27th they fell in with quantities of bo 
ice, and for ſome time after paſſed through abun 
dance of drift wood. The 6th of J uly brough 
the ſhips in contact with thoſe mountains of ig 
Theſe ena 
mous maſſes were five or fix hundred yards thick 
On the Sth, they made the Iflands of Reſolution 
in the mouth of the Straights, when the fogs ſud 
denly clearing up, ſaved them from the impend 


wrecked on the rocks. 

At theſe iſlands, ſeveral canoes, with Eſqui 
maux Indians on board, came off to trade; ex 
changing whale bone and ſeal tkins for ironmon 
gery goods. The traffic was attended with con 
aderable profit to the Englith; and fo eage 


other articles of cutlery, that both men and wo 
men almoſt ſtripped themſelves naked, to make 
as extenſive purchaſes as poſſible. | 

We are told that the word Eſquimaux is de: 
rived from au Indian term, ſignifying an eater 
of raw fleth, to which 1s joined a French termi: 
nation. Indeed, they are ſaid to be the only na 
tion hitherto known that eat animal fleſh abfo 


beards, ſhews that they are not of the aboriginal 
ſtock, as the American Indians. They are there 
fore moſt probably of Greenlandiſh origin. In 
ſize they reach the middle height; are robuſt 
and ſomewhat inclined to corpulency. The 
have large heads; round, flat, and ſwarthy faces 
ſmall, black, and ſparkling eyes; flat noſes ; thick 
lips; black, lank hair; broad ſhoulders, an 
clumſy limbs ; but their feet are diſproportion 


ably 1mall, 


Their 
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Their manners are cheerful and ſprightly ; but 
In diſpoſition they are ſubtle, deceftful, flat- 
erers, and addicted to pilfering; timid when op- 
poſed, but preſuming where they are indulged. 
o their native cuſtoms, they ſhew a moſt rooted 
partiality, and even when ſeparated in the earli- 
sf youth from their connections, and brought 
up in European habits, they have long ſhewn a 
predilection for their original attachments. 
One of them, after being fed on Engliſh diet, be- 
ing preſent when one of our countrymen was 
qui cutting up a ſeal, from which the oil ran in co- 

x Mpious ſtreams, licked up what he could fave 
non with his hands; exclaiming © Oh ! commend me 
con to my own dear country, where I could get a 
age bellyful of this.“ 


The men are generally clothed in ſeal ſkins, 


Jgether. Each coat has a hood like a capuchin. 
Ihe coat is cloſe, from the breaſt before, 

like a ſhirt, and reaches no lower than the mid- 
atedle of the thigh; the breeches are cloſe before 
Jand behind, and drawn round the waiſt with a 
ſtring. They wear ſeveral pairs of boots and 
ſhoes, one over the other. 

The dreſs of the women differs from that of 
Iche men, chiefly in having a narrow flap behind, 
depending to the heels. Their hoods are alſo 
larger, for the purpoſe of carrying their children 
at their backs, and their boots are alſo wider; 
Ibecauſe when they want to put a child out of 
their arms, they flip it into one of their boots oc- 
caſionally. Some few of them wear ſhifts of ſeals 
bladders, curiouſly joined. In general, their 
clothes are neatly ſewed, which they perform 
wich an ivory needle, and the ſinews of deer, 


finely 


and ſometimes in the ſkins of fowls ſewed to- 
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uſeful invention preſerves them from being 


fight, and becomes ſo habitual, that when a diſ- 


with ſeal-ſkin parchment, to prevent the water 


_ faſtened a thong, at the extremity of which is 3 
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finely divided. They diſcover much taſte in fac. 
ings and embroidery of different-coloured king, 

One of their moſt curious appendages, 1s their 
ſnow eyes. Theſe are bits of wood or ivory, neat: 
ly contrived, to cover the organs of fight, and tied 
at the back of the head: in each piece are two 
narrowllits, of correſponding length with the eyes, 
through which they fee very diſtinctly. This 


blinded with the glare of the ſnow, which is 
equally painful and inconvenient. The ute too of 
theſe auxiliaries wonderfully ſtrengthens the 


tant object is to be viewed, theſe ſnow eyes are 
employed as teleſcopes. 

The ſame ſpirit of invention is conſpicuous in 
their fiſhing and fowling implements, and their 
military weapons are not contemptibly exeented, 
In the management of their canoes, they are very 
dexterous. Theſe are conſtructed in a manner 
very ſuitable to their occafions, eaſy of tranſport- 
ation, and quick in motion. 'Their frames are 
made of wood or whalebone, covered all over 


running in, except a hole in the middle, edged 
with whalebone, large enough to receive the 
ſteerſman. In theſe boats they carry their little 
conveniencies for fiſhing or killing the large ani- 
mals with which their ſeas abound: Their har- 
poons, uſed in ſtriking whales, are headed and 
pointed with ſea- horſe teeth. To the barb is 


blown bladder, which ſerves as a buoy. When 
the whale is at laſt overcome and breathleſs, they 
tow him aſhore, and itrip him of the fat, which 

| | ſerves 
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ſerves both for food and light in their long 
wintry ſeaſon. 

The Eſquimaux have likewiſe boats of a larger 
ize and a different conſtruction, generally rowed 
y women, and capable of e N per- 
Wo W101. 
en The ſhips falling in with very large maſſes of 
his ce, by the 17th, made fait to ſome of them, | and 
ng filled the empty caiks with freih water out of x the 
is Pools, generally found at this ſeaſon in their ca- 
ities, Two days after, the ice parting, they pro- 
ceded under eaſy ſail; and at length reached 
Marble Iſland, from which the long boats of each 
ſhip were ſent by Captain Ellis, ander the com- 
1and of the mates, to make obſervations on the 
in Nides, and to collect ſuch other lights as might 
cir MWacilitate the execution of the main deſign. Se- 
ed. Neral conſiderable openings were diſcovered to the 
veſtward of the iflaud; and it was found that 
he tide came from the north-eaſt, the courſe of 
he coaſt. 

A council being held on the 16th of Auguſt, 


ver It was agreed to defer any farther attempt at diſ- 
ter Povery till the enſuing ſummer, and to ſteer to 
ved ort Nelſon, as being the moſt eligible ſituation 
the n Hudſon's Bay, both for the temperature of its 


ttle limate and the abundance of its ſupplies. 
ni- The centre of Marble Iſland lies in 62 deg. 55 
ar- Inin. north latitude ; and 92 deg. weſt longitude. 


ts greateſt length 1s fix leagues, and its common 
dreadth is under one. At the weſtern extremity 
he land is high, but finks at the eaſt. The land 
s one continued rock of a hard whitith marble, 
prinkled with various coloured ſpots. 
The tops of the hills exhibit a volcanic appear- 
nce, being rent and ſhattered in a ſurpriſing 
manner, 
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noiſe reſembling the rolling of waves. 


blown hard, muſt have inevitably been loſt, In 
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manner; and from ſome of their caverns iſſues x 
From the 
impregnated ſtate of the water, it is probable that 
copper and other ores are lodged here. The val 
lies have a ſhallow foil of tart, but little herbage, 


The pools are covered with fowl of different 


kinds, and deer are pretty numerous. The only 


harbour is on the ſouth-weſt part of the iſland, 


which though difficult of entrance, is capacious 
enough to contain one hundred ſail. 
The weather was very unfavourable during the 


paſſage to Port Nelſon. They arrived in fight of 


the dangerous ſhoals of that river on the 25th of 
Auguſt; and next day attempted to paſs the flats 


of Hayes's river, which the California ſafely ef. 


fected; but the Dobbs ran aground, and had it 


this diſtrefling fituation, the Governor of the 
Hudſon's Bay Company had the inhumanity to 
order the beacon to be cut down, that the cap- 
tain of the Dobbs might be ſtill more at a loſs 
how to proceed, ſhould the ſhip be got afloat: 
However, in ſpite of obſtacles, the ſhip at laſt 
was fafely anchored by her conſort. 

It being the intention of Captain Ellis to win- 
ter here, the boats of both ſhips were ſent to ex- 
amine the river, which is navigable for many 


leagues ; and has a communication with the Ca-] 


nadian lakes. Hence its advantageous ſituation 
for trade is apparent. Its banks are low, and cover- 
ed with thick woods of ſpruce, fir, poplar, birch, 


larch, and willow; and are well ſtocked with 


deer, hares, rabbits, and many valuable kinds of 
fowl. 

As it was impoſſible to ſpend the winter in 
ſuch a climate without making due preparations 


for 


Are ©. - IF 
for encountering its ſeverity, Captain Ellis now 
turned his attention to the beſt mode of fencing 
againſt its effects. The ſailors were employed in 
the conſtruction of log tents for themſelves. Theſe 
were made of trees, cut about fixteen feet long, 
raiſed cloſe together, and meeting each other 
atop in an angle, like the roof of a houſe, The 
interſtices between the logs were ſtuffed with 
moſs, and the whole being plaiſtered over, made 
a comfortable hut, The door was low and ſmall, 
and an aperture in the middle ſerved as an outlet 
for the ſmoke. 

Theſe erections were ſoon diſpatched ; but 
ſomething more commodious was wanted for the 
officers. A ſituation equally pleaſant and conve- 
nient was choſen for their habitation. It was an 
eminence ſurrounded with trees; the main river 
diftant about half a mile; and about one hundred 
and fifty yards from the front lay Beaver Creek, 
a handſome baſon of water, which in proſpect 
reſembled a grand canal. The ſite was protected 
from the moſt inclement winds, by thick and 
lofty woods. 

This ſpot being fined on, Captain Ellis drew a 
plan of the intended manſion, which was approv- 
ed. The houſe was twenty-eight feet long, and 
eighteen wide; it conſiſted of one ſtory, the 


lower rooms ſix, and the upper ſeven feet high 


the upper rooms were allotted to the captains and 
ſome of the principal officers, and the lower to 
the ſubalterns and ſervants. The door was in 
the middle of the front, and a ſtove was placed 
in the centre of the building, that every perſon 
might equally partake of its heat. 
By the time that this ſtructure was completed, 


Hayes's river was frozen quite hard; and the 
Vor. III. 1 _ early 
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early indications of what was to be expected from 
a Hudſon's Bay river, began to appear. About 
the begin ing of November, the ink froze by the 
fire, aud the bottled beer, though well packed in 
tow, and in a warm ſituation, toon became a ſo- 
lid maſs. On the Gth, the cold became inſup- 
portable abroad ; and therefore both officers and 


men repaired to their reſpective winter quarters, 


Theofficers named their manſion Montague Houſe, 
in honour of the Duke of Montague, one of the 
patrons of the expedition. 

Before they left England, every proviſion had 
been made to have drefles ſuitable to the climate, 
and about this time, it became neceſſary to have 
recourle to them. The men, when equipped in 
their brumal garb, found themſelves able to with- 
ſtand the keeneft cold ; and having no other avo- 
cation, employed all their kill and induſtry in 
ſporting. A good markſman ſometimes Killed 
Rabbits were caught 
in great numbers; and animals of the fur kind 
were taken by different lures. The beaver is 
commonly ſecured by nets. The value of its fur 

is well known ; but it 1s leſs generally known, 
that the fleſh is fat, and eſteemed delicious. 

During the month of November, when the 

wind blew from the ſouth or weſt, the cold was 
very ſupportable; but on its changing to the 
northward, it immediately became exceſlively 
ſharp, and was frequently attended by a kind of 
granulated ſnow, which drifting from the plains, 
filled up every path; and rendered it impoſhbls 
to ſee at twenty yards diſtance, 


I be intenſity of cold, however, was ſeldom felt 
here above tour or five days in a month, and that 
generally about the full and chauge of the moon, 
w. hich 
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ELLIS's VOYAGE, 5 
Which have a great influence on the weather in 
this quarter. 

While rabbits and game were plenti ful, little 
of the ſhip proviſions were uſed. When the ſe- 
verity of the weather rendered ſporting inconve- 
nient, and animals began to ſhun the vicinity of 
their deſtroyers, provifions were weekly conveyed. 
from the ſhips on fledges, drawn by men or dogs. 
The dogs in this country, indeed, are the only 
beaſts of burden; they are about the fize of maſ- 
tits; they grow! when provoked, but never 
bark; and are very docile and uſeful animals. 
They are capable of drawing more, and for a 
longer diſtance, than men ; but require that their 
guides ſhould beat a path for them with their 
ſnow thoes. 

The feſtivities of C hriſtmas were not neglect- 
ed. During this period of mirth, Captain Moor 
propoſed to lengthen, raiſe, nd deck the long 
boat, to facilitate che attempts at diſcovery; and 
indeed without ſuch an expedient, it would have 
been impoſſible to navigate creeks and ſhoals, 
where a communication was ſuſpected. His plan 

vas adopted ; and the boat was placed in ſuch a 
ſituation, that the carpenters might conveniently 
work on her, without interruption from the cold 
or change of the atmoſphere. 

The coaſts of this country extend from 51 to 
58 deg. north latitude, having Hudſon's Bay to 
the eaſt, and Canada to the ſouth; but the 
boundaries to the weſt and north are not yet 
aſcertained. In the In parts, where Cap- 
tain Ellis wintered, the ſoil is fertile, confiſt- 
ing of a looſe dark 3 bedded in clay of dif- 
ferent colours. In the proximity of the ſhore, 
the land is low and marſhy, and covered with va- 
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rious trees: within land are extenſive plains 
principally covered with moſs. There are a 


great variety of ſhrubs of the berry kind, and 


ſome plants of high medicinal repute. That 


Which is known by the Indian name of Wizze- 
| Kapukka, is much eſteemed, both by the natives 


and the Engliſh, as a ſovereign remedy in nery- 
ous and ſcorbutic diſorders. By the fides of the 
lakes and rivers, wild rice grows ſpontaneouſly, 
in large quantities. At the Engliſh factories 
horticulture has made conſiderable progreſs, and 


with no ſmall ſucceſs, confidering the climate, 
Beans, peas, turnips, and ſeveral kinds of ſallad 


are produced in their gardens at Fort York, Al- 
bany, and Mooſe River. 

Minerals are un queſtionably | numerous here. 
Captain Ellis met with iron ore, and copper. He 
found alſo talcs, ſpars, and rock cryſtals, both 


red and white, of great beauty. The aſbeſtos, or 


ſtone-flax, is common hear; as is alſo a black, 
ſmooth laminous ſtone, which eaſily ſeparates in- 
to thin tranſparent leaves, and ſupplies the place 
of mirrors. The country likewiſe abounds with 
marble of ſeveral varieties. 

Captain Ellis frequently obſerved parhelia, or 
mock ſuns, and halos about the ſun and moon, 
extremely luminous, and beautifully tinged with 
all the colours of the rainbow. Six of theſe par- 
helia were ſeen at once. The true ſun alſo riſes and 
ſets with a large cone of yellow light, perpendicu- 


lar to the dilk; and no ſooner does be diſappear, 


than the aurora borealis diffuſes a thoutand dif- 
ferent lights and colours over the whole concavi— 
ty of heaven, with ſuch reſplendent beauty, that 
even the full moon cannot eclipſe their luſtre. 
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The ſtars ſeem to burn with a fiery red, eſpecial- 
iT thoſe which are near the horizon. 

When the ſeverity of winter had reached its 
reateſt height, not withſtanding very large flres 
vere conſtantly kept up, if a door or window 
was but opened, the cxternal air ruſhing in, in- 
ſtantly converted the ſmoke and vapour into ſmall. 
ſnow; nor could the greateſt heat that could be 


„ raiſed, keep the Walls tree t from ice. The breath. 
s ettled in a hoar froſt 175 the blankets; and 
d whatever touched the walls, became congealed. 


Strong brine, brandy, a even ſpirits "of wine 
d Wfrozc ; the latter to a confifttence like oil. All 


]- Wiquors under proof, became perfectly ſolid, and 
burſt the vellels of whatever they were made. 


e. Came kept perfectly ſweet, without the uſe. of 
le falt, from October till April; it froze the inſtant 
h it was killed, and did not begin to melt during 
or that long interval. 

Kk, Naturaliſts need not be told that in this our 


n- try, hares, rabbits, and partridges aſſume the co- 


ce bur of ſnow in winter; and that Providence has 


th tarniſhed the animals with extraordinary furs, to 
reſiſt the cold, which fall off as the warm weather 
or WW advances. 
D, In touching iron, or any ſmooth, ſolid ſurface, 
th it was uſual for the fingers to be frozen to it. If 
r- Win drinking brandy or other liquor, the tongue or 
1d lips were ſultered to come in cloſe contact with 
u- the claſs, the {kin was uſually left upon it. One 
r, Wot the ſailors, carrying a bottle of ſpirits from 
f- W Montague,houſe to his log tent, having loſt the 
i- cork , flopped it with his finger; but when he 
at withed to withdraw it, found it impolbble ; and 
re, he was obliged to loſe a joint, to make the cure 
he WW practicable, Even ſolid bodies acquired ſueh a 
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of cold as to feſiſt the effects of heat for a confi 
derable time. An axe, long expoſed to the froſt, 


in the earth, and well bedded in graſs; yet ſome 
of them were frozen and burſt. Others again 


complexion copper coloured. 
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on being brought cloſe to the fire; and having 
water poured upon it, has been inſtantly tormed 
into a cake of 1ce. 

The beer caſks were buried twelve feet deep 


were found to contain a ſolid maſs of ice, of 
ſome thickneſs from their ſides; the ſpirituous 
part of the liquor being driven to the centre, 
where it remained fluid, and acquired an Extra» 
or inary degree of frength. 

From this deſcription, it might be ſappoſed, 
that this country was the moſt uncomfortable in 
the world, and the inhabitants the moſt unhap- 


pp; but this is far from being the caſe. Where- 


ever man is placed, he has conveniences ſuited 
to his condition and his nature; and the natives 
of the hyperborean regions have their ſhare of 
enjoyments as well as thoſe who are denizens of 
the moſt favoured climes. 

The natives of this country are of the middle 
ſtature, their eyes and hair are black, and their 
: In diſpoſition they 


and honeſt in their tranſactions. 

In the warm ſeaſon, the men wear a looſe 
dreſs of coarſe blanketing, and leather ſtockings, 
which reach fo high as to ſupply the place of 
breeches. The habit of the women differs chief- 


ly from that of the men in a ſhort petticoat. The 


winter dreſs is made of furs, in which the coun- 

try abounds. | 
Removed from lazuries: their diſeaſes are few, 
except thoſe introduced by drinking; and ra 
as 


* 
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has had ſuch a deleterious effect on the inhabit- 
ants, who are within the reach of the Engliſh 
ſettlements, that their very looks, ſize, and activi- 
y are diminiſhed by it. The French refuſe to 


hem are diſtinguithed, in conſequence of this ſa- 
lutary forbearance, by vigour and induſtry ; 
which redounds at once to the credit and advan- 
tage of that nation. 


re, Wand rein deer ſkins ſewed together; and as their 


ra- time is chiefly ſpent in hunting, fowling, and 
fiſhing, they change their reſidence according as 


ed, MWcircumſtances operate on the plenty or ſcarcity of 
in their game. In their behaviour, they are influene - 
ap- Ned by the principles of a natural rectitude, which 


re- Nreſtrains them from flagrant vices more ſtrongly 


ted than the moſt rigorous Jaws. = 

ves The chiefs of every family or tribe are general- 

of y thoſe who are moſt celebrated for experience 

; of and venerable for age; but their commands are 
rather obeyed through deference than obligation, 


dle Hand their power is ſupported by love, unaided by. 


eir the engines of fear, 

hey i As theſe people place no dependence for ſup- 

ly, port on the fruits of the earth, agriculture is al- 
moſt unknown; and their principle activity is 

oſe Idiſplayed in hunting, which is both the ſource of 

gs, ſubſiſtence and of wealth. Every ſeaſon they 

of make a prodigious ſlaughter of the deer, from the 


ef- M abſurd belief, that the more they deſtroy, the 


Che greater plenty will ſucceed. Hence they fre- 
un- I quently kill them for no other purpoſe than to 
anſwer this fancied purpole, and to feaſt on their 


ew, tongues, which are eſteemed the greateſt dain- 


his ties. 
has On 


ſell any liquors to them; and ſuch as trade with 


They live in circular tents, covered with mooſe 
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freely on the flationary fowls of the country. 
which i is reputed wholeſome. In a fimilar man- 


Pike, and trout ; beſides two delicious kinds of 
lätter is ſpotted with yellow and white; and in 


are plenty of ſalmon, and a fiſh refembling a 
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"On migratory birds, ſuch as ſwans, geeſe, and 
ducks, they make great havoc; and likewiſe feed 


T ney generally boil the feth, and eat it by it- 
ſelf; drinking the water in which it is ſodden, 


ner they dreſs and eat their fiſh. 
The rivers and lakes are ſtored with ſturgeon, an 


fiſh, one called titymag, the other muthoy. The rue 


ſhape reſembles an cel. At the eſtuaries of rivers 


carp. 

The cuſtoms of theſe Indians 3 are not very gal- 
lant. It is reckoned a high affront for a woman 
to ſtep over the legs of a man; nor will they 
deign to drink out of the ſame veſſel with their 
wives. Every country has its peculiar abſurdi- 
ties; and when theſe do not run counter to hu- 
manity and morals, they are at leaſt venial. One 
cuſtom, however, we mult notice with horror err. 
and execration. When parents become enfeebled MW IT 
by age, and unable to ſupport themſelves, it is Wiſe, 
eſteemed an act of duty in their children to Fan 
ſtrangle them. This ſhocking rite of ſavage Nadi 


duty is performed in the following manner; ro 


The old perſon's grave is dug, into Which on 
he voluntarily deſcends; and after ſmoking a it! 
pipe, or perhaps drinking a dram or two, and un 
converfing with his children, he intimates thy al: 
he is ready to ſubmit to his fate. On this tx 

of them put a thong about this neck, and es 
ſtanding on oppoſite ſides of the grave, pull vio- em 
lently, till he is ſtrangled. They then cover him p. 
with earth, and erect a rude monument of ſtones Ind 
over the ſpot, | 


Such 


ELLIS'S vor ex. 


Such old people as have no children, require 
his laſt office from the hands of their friends; 
and it is thought uncharitable to refuſe them. 
n a country where labour is eſſentially neceſ- 
ary for individual ſubſiſtence, and where the 
ild precepts of a benevolent religion are un- 
nown, it is not much to be wondered at, that 
n, Wn uſeleſs or overgrown population ſhould be 
ſtceemed a misfortune. For this reaſon, they 
ruelly oblige their women to procure abortions, 
hen their family 1s likely to be too numerous. 
Shocking as this practice muſt appear to every 
a Humane mind, it is mercy itſelf, compared to the 
darbarons cuſtom, ſtill prevalent among the ci- 
- {Wilized Chineſe, of expoſing their children, 

Their religion conſiſts in the belief of a Being 
of infinite goodneſs, whom they ſtyle Ukkewma, 
he author of all their bleſſings, in whoſe honour 
hey fing hymns of praiſe. They alſo acknow- 
edge another being, whom they call Wiltikka, 
ne Nhe ſource of evil; and therefore the object of 
ror error. 

Though conſtant toil is W to ſuſtain 
fe, they have very little foreſight, and generally 
anton away the happy days of ſummer in a gay 
difference. Thus winter often finds them un- 
provided with any ſtores, ſave a little dried veni- 
on and fiſh. Comforts are doled out to them 
ith ſuch a frugal hand, that they ſeem deter- 
ined to loſe no preſent enjoyment by the pain- 
ul anticipation of the future. 

The Indians who reſort to the European facto- 


1d Ties in ſummer, for the purpoſes of traffic, are 
i0- Wometimes in theirjournies reduced to the miſerable 
im {Wxpedient of ſingeing off the fur from their ſkins, 
nes nd feeding on the leather. But amidſt theſe 

| extre- 
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0 | * by... 2 : 
extremities, they preſerve a degree of equanimi: 
ty, which it 1s much eaſier to admire than to imi- 
tate. by 


Cold, ſevere as it is, in theſe long migrations 
whenundertakenin winter, is ſometimes the flight 
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eſt evil they experience. A ſtory is related at the 
factories, and known to be true, which curdle 
the blood with horror. An Indian coming from 
a great diſtance to trade, had the nusfortune to 
meet with little game by the way, and was ſoon, 
with his wife and children, reduced to the laſ 
diftreſs. They plucked the fur from their 
clothes; and as long as they were able, preſerved 
life by feeding on the tkins; but this wretched 
reſource failing, they were driven to the dreadful 
expedient of devouring two of their helpleſs 
children. On their arrival at the factory, the 
diſtracted Indians, whoſe hearts were torn with 
anguiſh, told this metancholy tale with all its 
affecting circumſtances to the Englith governor; 
who, to the diſgrace of his nation, and even of hu- 
man nature ittelt, received it with a loud laugh. 
The unhappy parent, with looks of amazement, 
mingled with contempt, exclaimed in broken 
Engliſh, «© This is no laughing talk!” and in- 
ſtantly retired, to vent the feelings o: humanity. 

To return to the affairs of the expedition, 
Chriſtmas, it has been obſerved, was joyfully ſo— 
lemnized, and mirth unfortunately was mixed 
with intemperance. The men, who till now had 
been very healthy, by indulging too freely in the 
uſe of ſpirituous liquors, were ſoon invaded by 
the ſcurvy. The uſual anticotes proved ineffec- 
tual; and tar-water, at that time in Vogue, Was 
found to be the only pow erful and ſalutary medi- 
cine, 
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The Engliſh, who generally reſide here, are 
ittle affected by this cruel diſeaſe, which they 
attribute chiefly to the conſtant uſe of ſpruce 
Deer. 

The whole month of January was unremit- 
ingly ſevere. Towards the middle of February, 
he weaiher began to relax a little ; and about 
he concluſion of that month, orders were given 
to cut the ice round the ſhips, which was per- 
ormed with chiflels and pickaxes. The guns 
nd weighty articles were now landed, that the 
ſhips might float the eaſier, as ſoon as the ice 
broke. March afforded a variety of weather : the 
ſow melted in a ſunny expoſure; and towards 
he end of that month, ſome herbage began to 
peep out on banks fronting the ſouth. The ri- 
ers and plains began to be covered with water; 
Wand the commanders had ſome apprehenſions 
that the ſhips might be endangered by a ſudden 
thaw; to prevent which, every precaution was 
uſed, and a ſufficient number of men, with proper 
officers, were put on board. But April opened 
in ſuch a manner as allayed their tears in this 
reſpect. The ice gradually melted away; and 
abundance of wild fowl reviſited their forſaken 
n- haunts. Flights of ſmall birds made their ap- 
J. Jpearance. Their plumage indeed was not very 
n. beautiful; but the harmony of their notes enli- 
„- oened the gloomy ſcene. 

ell The weather, however, was alternately ſharp, 
ad ſtormy, and moderate, without ſettling till about 
heſthe th of May; when it became temperate, and 
bythe creek where the ſhips lay, imperceptibly free 
c: from ice. The long boat, which by way of diſ- 
7a tinction, was called the Reſolution, being equip- 
di- ped in tt he ſtyle intended, was now launched ; and 
on 
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on the 9th of June, the ſhips fell down the rig 
as far as the factory of York Fort, in order ty 
proceed to ſea. 

York Fort is ſituated on the ſouthern brand 
of Port Nelſon river, in a ſmall plain, environe 
on three ſides by woods, but open to the water 
To the ſavages it has a formidable appearance 
but would not be tenable againſt a regular at 
tack, 

On the 24th of June, Captain Ellis weighel 
anchor, and paſſing the ſhoals, ſtood to the north 
ward with a fair wind. The next day they fel 
in with much broken ice; but avoided the mol 
dangerous maſſes, by keeping cloſe in with thi 
ſhore. 

Ihe ſucceeding day, the Reſ. cation came along 
ſide of the Dobbs, and took in ſufficient ſtore 
for the uſe of ten men for two months ; when 
Captains Ellis and Moor went on board, in order 
to examine the coaſts, The Dobbs was ordered 
to wait at Marble Illand, till joined by the Reſo- 
lution. 
Captain Ellis now proceeded along the north 
ſhore, through much broken ice; and ſaw ſmall 
parties of the Eſquimaux on the eminences, mak- 
ing ſignals to approach ; but not wiſhing to ſtop, 
he ſailed on to Knight's Iſland, in latitude 62 
_ deg. 2 min. north, where he anchored. 

Soon weighing from thence, he endeayoured 
to ſtand in with the weſtern ſhore, where a large 
opening appeared; but the weather growing 
tempeſtuous, and the ice driving about in large 
fragments, it was found 'neceflary to return to 
Knight's Iſland. On the 5th of July, the ſea 
became much clearer ; - and two canoes came off, 
and being informed that whalebone was wanted, 
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they fooh brought a large quantity of that com- 
modity, and many bladders filled with train oil. 


The whalebone was ſpeedily purchaſed with 


hatchets, knives, and bits of iron hoops; but as 
the oil was too cumbrous, it was rejected on any 
Kenn. 

A circumſtance happened here which filled 
Captain Ellis and company with aſtoniſhment. 
In failing through the ice among the iſlands that 
were ſcattered in that quarter, the needles Joſt 
their magnetic power; and, on being touched 
with an artificial magnet, ſoon again loſt the in- 
fluence they had acquired. This phenomenon 
occaſioned much ſpeculation ; however, the com- 
paſſes being carried to a warm place, quickly re- 
ſumed their polarity. 

The captain again temp ted to enter the open- 
ing before noticed; but the ice driving back- 
wards and forwards with much violence, prevent- 
ed his approach. Here fix canoes brought oft a 
cargo of whalebone, which was purchaſed on Very 
advantag eous terms. 

The Reſolution next ſteered to the north-weſt ; 
and ſurmounting teveral difficulties, entered Ne- 
vill's Bay. On repaſſing ſome ſhoals, with an in- 
tention to coaſt to the northward, the tide ſwept 
the veſſel on a ride of rocks, where ſhe narrowly 
eſcaped being dathed in pieces. While in this 
perilous ſituation, ſeveral Indian canoes came off 
with whalebone, which was exchanged for the 
uſual articles. The Eſquimaux perceived the 
diſtreſs of the Reſolution ; but, far from taking 
any advantage of it, they rendered Captain Ellis 
eſſential ſervice, by conducting him through the 


thoals into deep water. This tribute of praiſe is 
Vor. III. F due 
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due to theſe people; as they were the vrobabll 
inſtruments of ſaving the party from deſtrue- 
tion. 

Captain Ellis Joes juſtice to the induſtry and 
ingenuity of theſe Indians, which he exempli- 
fies in the mode of preparing their harpoons, 
their hatchets, and their knives, from ſtones, 
ſea-horſe teeth, and 1ea-unicorns horns. In 
_ dreſs, they conliderably differ from thoſe about 
Port Nelſon; though there is a ſtrong coincidence 
in language, features, and cuſtoms. The wo- 
men have a ghaſtly appearance, as they wear 
their hair over their eyes, and a cap of buffaloes 
ſkin, to prevent the attacks of the muſquetoes, 
which are here excelhvely troubleſome. Train 
oil is the favourite beverage of theſe people ; and 
it ſeems congenial to the climate, and ſalutary to 
health. In the rocky and remote iſland of St, 
Kilda, on the coalt of Scotland, the natives de- 
light in the oil drawn from the fat of Soland 
geeſe, which 1s nearly as rancid. In a rigorous 
climate, a greaty kind of food ſeems moſt natur- 
al; and Providence farnithes it in moſt abun- 
dance; in a warm climate, drying aliment and 
drink is moſt plentiful and moſt eſteemed. 
The manner in which thete Indians kindle a 
fire, is very curious. They prepare two pieces of 
dry wood, and making a ſmall hole in each, fit 
into them a little cylinarical Piece of wood, 
round which they twiſt a thong; then pulling 
the ends of this thong, they w hirl the cylinder 
about with ſuch velocity, that the motion ſets 
the wood on fire, which they feed with a little 
dry mols, in lieu of tender. 

Theſe poor creatures appeared to have no tinc- 
ture of Jealouſy, and made ſome oyertures in re- 


gard 
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gard to their wives, which decency forbids us to, 
mention. But it ſeems they were actuated by 
motives not eafily accounted tor. 'They acknow- 
ledge the ſuperiority of the Europeans; and ima- 
gine, in the moſt literal ſenſe, that every being 
begets his likeneſs; and that the fon of a cap- 
tain muſt infallibly be a captain alſo. 

On the Qth of July they anchored at Sea- 
Horſe Iſland, ſo called from the immenſe num- 
ber of thoſe animals that reſort thither. This 
being the ſeaſon of propagation, they were ex- 
trem cly furious, and roared in a terrible manner. 

Next day they ſtood along ſhore, among ſmall 
iſlands, and floating ice, till they arrived at 
Whale Cove, in latitude 62 deg. 30 min. north. 
To the weſtward of this place, they diſcovered 
a bay with many iſlands, from which they were 
viſited by a ſew Indians. 

On one of theſe iſlands, Captains Ellis and 
Moor landed, where they were met by ſeveral 
women and children, the men being engaged 
in fiſhing. Aſcending the higheſt g ground, they 
looked ont for ſome confiderable opening, but 
in vain; and obſerving the tide came in from 
the caſtward, they were convinced that none ex- 
1 iſted thereabout. 


f The following day, they diſcovered a large 
opening running to the weſtward, to which Cap- 
, tain Ellis gave the appellation of Corbet's Inlet; 
5 but obſerving the tide ſtill flowing from the eaſt- 
ward, they did not think it neceffary to enter it. 

8 After a ſhort intercourſe with the Eſquimaux, 
e 


and taking in freſh water, they reſolved to re- 


turn to the ſhips, w hich they found ſafe at Mar- 
1 ble Iſland. | | 
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the Dobbs galley had been expoſed to much dan- 


which -place Captain Smith had ſent a boat on 
diſcovery ; but, after ſailing about thirty leagues, 
it was found to terminate in a bay. - 

The morning that the Reſolution joined, Cap- 
tain Smith, of the California, had ſent his Jong 
boat, under the command of his ſecond mate, to 
ſearch the coaſt between Cape Jalabert and Cape 
Fullerton. 

While the ſhips remained here, they were vi- 
fited by a few Eſquimaux ; but a great gun be- 
Ing fired at their departure, re-echoed in ſuch a 
dreadful manner from the neighbouring rocks, 
as frightened them from returning again. 


narthward, diſpatching the Reſolution to make 


California's long boat, with inſtructions to join 
about Cape Fullerton, Next day they fell in 
with ſuch ſhoals of ice, that it was found impoſ- 
fible to proceed. Two days after, the ice parted; 
and the ſhips, by Keeping near the Oy evad- 
ed it. 

As the boats did not join ſo ſoon as was ex- 
pected, it was determined to go in queſt of 
them. Accordingly the California ſtood to the 
ſouth, and the Dobbs to the north. Meanwhile 
Captain Ellis went aſhore in the pinnace, near 
a headland which he named Cape Fry, in lati- 
tude 04 deg. 32 min. The tide here came from 
the north. The coaſt was of an eaſy aſcent, bat 
roſe pretty high. The hills appeared of a red- 
dith rock, and entirely bare. The vallies were 


covered with a ſhallow turf, and here and there 
__ ſome 


In the abſence of this reconnoitering party, 


ger from the ice, near Rankin's inlet; into 


On the 14th, they weighed and ſteered to the 


the ſame tour that had been propoſed for the | 
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ſome plants were ſeen; among the reſt a vetch 
in bloom. Confiderable numbers of deer were 
ſeen browſing on the fides of the hills. The 
ſea-weeds were of an extraordinary luxuriance ; 
which was the more remarkable, as there were 
few vegetables on ſhore. : 

After purſuing different routes, ta find the 
boats ſent out on diſcovery, Captain Ellis, 1 in the- 
Pobbs, arrived at Cape Fry, without making. 
any important remarks; and had the ſatisfaction 
to find the California in company with the two 
boats, of which they had been in queſt. The 
ofticers on board them reported, that they found 
an inlet in latitude 64 deg. north, upwards of 
three leagues wide. at the entrance; but, upon 
failing farther, it became fix or ſeven leugues 
broad. In leſs than twenty leagues from its" 
month, it again narrowed to four leagues; but. 
though they could perceive the ſhores open again, 
they were diſcouraged from proceeding farther, 
by obſery ing, that the water, by degrees, became 
more turbid, ſhallowz and freſh. In their pafl- 
age, they fell in wilt. numerous Eſquimaux, 
who ſupplied them wita veniſon on the cafieſt 
terms. 

Captain Ellis obſerves! * that it is highly pro- 
bable this inlet may have ſome communication 
with the great lake within land, which may, 
perhaps, have another outlet into the Weſtern 
Ocean“. An opinion unconfirmed. by ſubſe- 
quent diſcoveries. ; 

The ſhips being near Wager's Straight, and, 
abſolutely certain, that the tide in the Welcome 
came from the north, the captains, conſidering 
the warm diſpute to which this had given rife, 
betw Cen dir. Dobbs and Captain Middicton, re- 
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N 


84 ELLIS's VOYAGE. . 


ſolved to try whether it was really a ſtraight in 
the Weſtern Ocean, as the former of thoſe gen- 
tleman had concluded; or a freſh-water rivers 
as the latter had aſſerted, 

Wager's Straight, as it was then called, is in 
65 deg. 33 min. north latitude, and in 88 deg. 
weſt Jo 2gitude from London. The narroweſt 
part of this channel is about five leagues to the 
weſtward of Cape Dobbs; and there the tide 
flows with uncommon rapidity. While the 
ſhips were in this place, the mariners had little 
control over them; for the ſtrenth of the cur- 
rent carried the California four or five times 
round, in ſpite of all the efforts of the crew. The 
water Taged, foamed, boiled, and whirled about 
(like a great torrent, broken by many rocks, 1 in a 
manner both aweful and i urpriſing. 

Having paſſed Savage Sound, the navigation 
became more ſafe and eaſy. On the 30th, Cap- 
_ tain Ellis was off Deer Sound, and ſoon anchor- 
ed in Douglas Harbour. 

After mooring the ſhips, a council was held 
on board the Dobbs, in which it was unani- 
mouſly agreed, that the ſhips thould remain in 
their prefent ſtation, while the boats ſhould pro- 
ceed up the ſtraight as far as poſſible, to deter- 
mine its nature and extent; and to prevent the 
ſhips being detained too long in this inhoſpita- 
ble coaſt, it was fixed that they ſhould ſail for 
England on the 25th of Auguſt, whether the 
boats returned or not. 


tains ſailed, with proper officers and mariner 
in the boats of their reſpective ſhips, on the laſt 
day of July, with a favouring gale. Towards 
night, they were alarmed by a very loud noiſe, 

reſembling 


In purſuance of theſe reſolutions, the cap- 
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reſembling the ſound of an immenſe catara& ; 
Tbut not being able to diſcover the cauſe, they 
judged it prudent to come to an anchor, and to 
land, to reconnoitre. 

A party having with difficulty aſcended ſome 
eminences. on ſhore, found it ſo dark that they 
were obliged to return without making any diſ- 
coveries. 

In aſcending theſe rocky mountains, the pro- 
ſpect was as gloomy and as grand as ever was 
ſeen by mortal eyes. While they walked along 
the beach, the pendant rocks ſeemed ready to fall 
on their heads; and the water daſhing from 
cliff to cliff, made a horrid noiſe. The thore 
was ſtrewed with fragments of rocks, torn from 
the mountain tops, by the expanſive power of 
froſt ; and many. maſſes hung in ſuch a form, as 
if every moment ready to tumble into the plain. 

The tremendous noiſe, and the uncertainty of 
its cauſe, rendered the night tedious and reſt- 
leſs. Early in the morning, Captain Ellis went 
on thore again, and ſoon diſcovered that the 
aſtounding noiſe was occaſioned by the tide be- 
ing confined in a paſſage, not more than ſixty 
yards wide, where the volume of water and its 
rapidity were excceding great. This barrier is 
about one hundred and fifty miles from the en- 
trance of the ſtraight; and beyond it, Captain 
Ellis obſerved, that it opened to five or fix miles 
in width, to the weſtward ; which ſtill gave the 
hopes of a communication. 

Having paſſed the fall with leſs difficulty than 
was expected from its appearance at ebb; they 
tound the ſhores on both ſides very ſeep, and 
no ground to be felt with a line of one hundred 
and forty fathoms. Here lome of the natives 
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viſited them, and brought dried veniſon and Wether 
other proviſions, to e for re come NMejecte 
modities. FH eſted 
Seals and white whales were ſtill numerous; On 
but the water freſhening, moſt of the company ſnd be 
were diſcouraged, and began to loſe the hopes of Whips. 
finding this the communication they expected. ook 
On the evening of the 3d of Auguſt, their appre- Mouth 
henſions were realized: the water all at once be- oft a 
came ſhoaly ; and, on examination, they had the Wpyerbc 
' mortification to find that the fancied paſſage ter- n th 
minated in two ſmall nnnavigable rivers, one of Beache 
which plainly iſſued from a large lake on the WW A 
ſouth-weſt. he re 
While they remained at this place, ſeveral imati 
canoes came off with deer and buffaloes fleth, North 
and ſome dried ſalmon, which were readily pur- {Wrevet 
chaſed. Captain Ellis encouraged theſe people Fear, 
to bring more ſupplies ; and, by way of curioſity, NRnoth. 
purchaſed whatever they offered for ſale. Hav- Proba 
ing ingratiated himſelf with them, he exdeavonr- {Wlored 
ed to obtain ſome intelligence with reſpect to Acc 
another ſea, which he ſtrove to ſuggeſt to them {Wurgec 
might lie to the weſtward ; and to make them ion, 
comprehend his meaning, chalked out a rude heir 
draiight of the coaſt, in hopes they would have Hut 
continued it ; but, to his diſappointment, he found {roaſt 
they had not the leaſt conception of ſuch a fea. avig: 
Among the Indians, who viſited the Engliſh heir 
here, was a perſon, who, though he uſed the Witter ; 
ſame language and dreſs, was of a fairer com- W On 
plexion, and, from his ignorance of the ma- arb. 
nagement of a canoe, was evidently of another Mage 
nation. Captain Ellis ſuppoſing he might be a MWours 
{lave, ſent Mr. Thompſon, the ſurgeon, to try to Wear ] 
Feceem him; but the natives, though i in om and t 
| Other 
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pther negotiation, they were friendly and eaſy, 
ejected the overture in ſuch a manner, as mani- 
eſted their diſapprobation. 
On the 4th of Auguſt, the boats weighed, 
ind began to meaſure back their courſe to the 
ſhips. The wind being contrary and high, they 
ook ſhelter for ſome hours in a cove under the 
outh ſhore, That night the California's boat 
oft a man; who was unfortunately knocked 
pyerboard by the ſudden ſhifting of the mainſail. 
n the tb, they repaſſed the fall, and next day 
Wcached the ſhips. 5 | 
A4 council was immediately held to receive 
he report, and Mr. 'Thompſon, the ſurgeon, in- 
mating the poſſibility of a paſſage towards the 
orth ſhore, which the wind and weather had 
revented them from approaching ſuffciently 
ear, in the late expedition; it was agreed that 
another attempt ſhould be made, and that no 
probable communication ſhould be left unex- 
lored. | TOR 
Accordingly, Captain Ellis, attended by the 
urgeon, and a few more, ſet out in the Reſolu- 
jon, to obtain ſatisfaction on this point. In 
heir paſſage they faw many whales and ſeals; 
dut ſoon found themſelves embayed by the 
oafſt and iflands, and were convinced that no 
navigable opening exiſted. Again fruſtrated in 
heir expectations, they returned to the ſhips, 
after no more than one day's abſence. | 
On the 15th of Auguſt, they left Douglas 
Harbour; and in the Narrows, entering the 
'ager, were detained by a flood tide for ſeveral 
ours. On the 17th, being in the Welcome, 
ear Low Breach, it was propoſed to go thither 
ind try the tide. Accordingly, Captain men 
| an 
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fore, and darkneſs ſetting in, it was neceflay 


fight and out of hearing. 


_ Having loſt fight of the thip ; not knowing what 


- Moſt reſolute. 


and the chief mate, with ſome hands, ſet outin 
a boat for that purpoſe; but the time of hig 
water being paſt before they could reach ths 


to wait the return of the tide, to execute the 
commilfion with any certainty. For ſome houn 
the Dobbs continned firing fignal guns; but 
either the wind or the tide driving her to th: 
northward, by day break the was both out at 


The buſineſs, on which Ceptala Ellis went, WWg<r0 
being accompliſhed, and the direction of the 
tide being aſcertained to come from the north, 
he next began to conſider how to get on board 


ſound 
he d1 


howe? 


courſe to ſteer to recover her; the wind begin Huſt 
ning to blow freſh; and the ſnow to fall, wer hre ge 
circumſtances of terr or that could not fail ers; 


make a ſtrong impreſſion on the minds of tix 


In this ſituation, ſo unexpected and ſo alarm 
ing, Captain Ellis exerted himſelf to the atmo; 
to encourage his people; and ſet before then 
every Rimulus to endeavour, and every danger 0l 
relaxation. To regain the ſhip was the only 
chance of preſervation; they had ſcarcely a days 
proviſio''s aboard; and neither man nor beaſt ws 
to be found on this inhoſpitable coaſt. 

Putting to ſea, and ftraining every nerve, . 


onvi! 


in wi 


their unſpeakable | jov, about twelve leagues from and 
the ſhore, they eſpied the ſhips, and providentia Dobb 
it was for them that they did ſo; for the windeach 
and fea ſoon roſe ſo high, and the weather be- At 
came ſo thick and dark, that they muſt inevita- they 
bly have periſhed 1 in the boat. * alT1V 
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On the 19th they turned the Reſolution adrift, 
nd agreed to bear away for England. On the 
gth they entered Hudſon's Straights, and en- 
oyed pleaſant weather till the 3d of September, 
hen it began to alter infinitely for the worſe. 
Thick and noiſome fogs were prevalent ; and 
jerhaps this diſpoſition of the air made the 
rews relapſe into the ſcurvy, from which they 
had been for ſome time exempted. This was 
he more unfortunate, on account of the dan- 


gerous navigation of thoſe ſeas, ariſing from 
the narrowneſs of the ſtraights, the want of 
ſoundings, the floating mountains of ice, and 


OS | 
he diſmal darkneſs of the atmoſphere. Terrific, 


however, as a combination of ſuch circumittances 
muſt be, a conſtant watch and ſtrict diſcipline 
are generally found to prevent any ſerious dan- 


gers; and hence the Hudſon's Bay ſhips make 
heir annual voyages with as few ditaſters as 
hoſe which navigate the moit placid ſeas. 

A prodigious ripping of the fea, occaſioned 
y the tide ſetting ſtrongly againſt a freſh wind, 
onvinced them that they were near the Ifles of 
Reſolution. Here ſeveral mountains of Ice hove 


in ſigþt ; but as the ſhips were rapidly advancing 
to a warmer climate, theſe were ſoon left be- 


1 

A dreadful ſtorm overtook them on the 12th, 
in which conſiderable damage was ſuſtained ; 
and the California was ſeparated from the 
Dobbs, and did not rejoin her till after ſhe 
reached Caritown, in the Ifland of Pomona. 
Atter refretbing in this harbour for a week, 


Itbey continued their courſe for England, and 
arrived ſaſe in Yarmouth Reads, on the 14th of 


1 October; 
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October; having been abſent from thence ons 
year, four months, and ſeventeen days. 

Thus ended a voyage which had raiſed the ex: 
pectations of all the maritime countries of Europ 
and left them diſappointed. It, however, ter: 
minated the diſpute from which this expedition 
originated; and it has ſatisfied the moſt preju- 
diced, that, ſhould a paſſage actually exiſt, it will 
never be found uſeful for any commercial put. 
poſes, „„ 1 
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' VOYAGES, OF 
CAPTAIN WILLIAM DAMPIER, 
ROUND THE WORLD, &c. 


EFORE we enter on the life and adven- 
tures of Dampier, it may be neceſſary to 
give a ſhort hiſtory of the Buccaneers, a deſcrip- 
tion of men with whom he was cloſely connect- 
ed, and with whom he aſſociated too long. 

No ſooner had the Spaniards poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of the rich and fertile provinces of South 
America, than predatory expeditions were fitted 
out againſt them, by individuals, belonging to 
thoſe - nations, with whom they were at war. 
This, as we have obſerved on another occaſion, 
was the cheap and diſgraceful mode of annoy- 
ing an enemy; and governments, during the 
laſt and preceding centuries, were not ſufh- 
ciently enlightened, or ſufficiently honeſt, to 
withhold their ſanction from a ſpecies of pirati- 
cal warfare, in the plunder of which they fre- 
quently participated, 

Though we have ſtill to lament the preval- 
ence of devaſtation, arifing from mad ambition 
or accurſed avarice, we muſt do the age we live 
in the juſtice, to allow, that war is ſtripped of 
many of its former horrors ; and that a ſenſe of 
moral rectitude and honourable ſentiment is 
vifible in its moſt dreadful operations among ci- 
vilized nations. A juſt diſcrimination is now 

Vor. III. 1 © eſtabli ſned 


der the preſent ſyſtem of things, are ſeldom ex- 
tended to private property. | 
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eſtabliſhed between the voluntary criminal, and trade. 
the implicated innocent; and the contentions i while 
ſovereigns, though often fatal to the public, un whom 
Early, 
ditpo! 
ance 


But the buccaneers did not always confine 
themſelves to revenge the wrongs of their coun- 


year 
try, by every, means of pillage : they frequently, with 
in defiance of legal power, carried defolation year 
over ſeas and ſhores, ſtimulated by the luſt of ſervic 
gain alone, and therefore, could only rank with clim: 
pirates of the worſt claſs, and of the moſt aban- ed a 
doned principles. Regardleſs of the intereſts or turn 
rights of nations, during profound peace between IM in tt: 
governments, they ſometimes exerciſed hoſtilities of h. 
to an extent unjuſtifiable, where open enmity is H 
avowed. and, 
This claſs of men, who once made ſome figure Ml {all 
in naval hiſtory, was generally compoſed of fach MY he 1 
as were low in their origin, or ruined in their com 


fortunes ; and they were more diſtinguithed for 
the miſchief they did, than for the advantages Ml ed! 
they individually reaped from their lawleſs pur- He 
ſuits. What they rapidly acquired, they profli- WW too: 
gately ſpent ; and if they did not always quarrel W me: 
among themſelves about the diftribution of the {jun 


plunder, they ſeldom repoſed longer from out- 1 


rage than they could ſquander away, in wanton fol- Ro 


ly, what they had gained at the riſk of their lives. SP! 
Captain W illiam Dampier, who is deeply im- 


ag 
plicated in theſe cenſures, was deſcended from 4 bo 
reputable family in Somerſetſhire, where he was ba 
born in 1652. His parents, it ſeems, were not 

opulent; but during their life-time, which was ne 


ſhort, they g cave their ſon ſuch an education, as 4 
was thought requiſite to qualify him for ordinary pl 


q 
f 


m ee MY . od SD 
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trade, He had the misfortune to Joſe them both 
while he was very young; nor do we find on 
whom the care of his juvenile years devolved, 

Early, however, he gave indications of a roving 
diſpoſition and a fondneſs for ſea. In compli- 
ance with this humour, he was bound, about the 
year 1669, to the maſter of a thip at Weymouth, 

with whom he made a voyage to France the ſame 
year; and, in the following, went in the fame 
ſervice to Newfoundland. The ſeverity of that 
climate, and the hardilups he had endured, cool- 

ed a little his youthful fervor ; and, on his re- 
turn from Newfoundland, he viſited his friends 
in the country, and appeared to have loft much 
of his eagerneſs for a maritime life. 

His native propenſity, however, ſoon returned; 
and, on his hearing that a ſhip was ſpeedily to 
{fail from the port of London for the Eaſt Indies, 
he repaired to town, and entercd himſelf as a 
commen mariner. In this fituation, he made a 
voyage to Bantam; and returned much 1mproy- 
ed in naval experience and general knowledge, 
He arrived in England in January 1672; and 
ſoon after, retired to his brother's 1 3 in So- 
merſetſhire, where he remained the following 
ſummer. | 

Next year he entered on board the Prince 
Royal, commanded by the famous Sir Edward 
Spragge, and was preſent in two engagements 
againſt the Dutch; but falling fick, was put on 
board an hoſpital ſhip a few days before the laſt 


battle, in which his brave commander fell. 


Having recovered his health, he reviſited his 
pative country, where he fell in company with 
Colonel Hellier, a gentleman, who had a large 
plantation in Jamaica; and by him, Dampier 

(> 2 Was 
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Was engaged to go out as ſuperintendent of hi 
Weſt India property. In this ſervice, he fail 


Soor 
to anc 


from the Thames in the ſpring of 1674, and e Captai 
ſided ſome months in Jamaica; but diſliking the cal 
employment he filled, at the perſuaſion of Cap- zled v 

tain Hodſell, he enliſted himſelf among the log him, 
cutters; and in this capacity embarked for the Damp 
Bay of Campeachy. Here he exerted his uſual Iv im 
activity; and underwent many and ſevere hard: take 
ſhips, before he could return to Jamaica, which Th 
he did about the cloſe of 1675. 7 meet1 
In the February following, he returned to crotl! 
Campeachy with greater proſpects of advantage; ſue t 
and making himſelf perfectly maſter of the buſi- Capie 
neſs in which he was engaged, began to form ÞUCCz 
ſome projects of advancing his fortune, as a trader MW dred 
in logwood. This, however, made it neceſſary Tacif 
for him to reviſit England, where he landed in Ndiffic 
1678. During his continuance in the Bay of poll 
Campeachy, he had been introduced to the ac- relle. 
quaintance of ſome buccaneers, which, probably, Ml <2! 
led him afterwards to embrace a kind of life, of c A 
avo! 


which, it is certain, at a future period, he was 
very much aſhamed. Hence he has concealed body 
or palliated many circumſtances in his adven- MW ©* | 
tures, that he conceived were injurious to his re- and 
putation. e proc 
Dampier, however, did not at once abandon Ill thei 
his original ſcheme of following the trade of a A 
log cutter; and with this view, he ſailed to Ja- IM 
maica in 1679; but for reaſons unknown, chang- ben 
ed his reſolution of ſettling at Campeachy ; and diip 
_ Inveſting the property he had acquired, in a ſmall 1. 
eſtate in Dorſetſhire, agreed to take a trip to the 9 
continent with a friend, Mr. Hobby, before his ACY 
return to his native land, | 


Soon 


DAMPIERH'S VOYAGES, 63 
Soon after ſetting out, Captain Hobby came 
to an anchor in Nigral Bay, in Jamaica, where 
Captains Coxon, Saw kins, Sharpe, and other 
buccaneers were then lying. Hobby's men, daz- 
zled with the proſpect of greater gain, deſerted 
him, and entered on board theſe veſſels; and 
Dampier, finding that his ſolitary aſſiſtance could 
not much avail his friend, at laſt conſented to 
take a part in the ſame expedition. 

They firſt proceeded againſt Porto Bello, where 
meeting with ſucceſs, they took the reſolution of 
croſſing the Iſthmus of Darien, in order to pur- 
ſue their predatory deſigns in the South Seas. 
Captain Sawkins, being choſen their leader, the 
buccancers, to the number of three or four hun- 

dred men, marched towards Santa Martha on the 
Pacific Ocean, which they took without much 
difficulty; bat were diſappointed in the rich 
ſpoils they expected; and in conſequence, quar- 
relled with one another, and in the event parted 
company. ag; To 1 

As the deſign upon Panama was viewed in a 
favourable light by ſeyeral in this fraternity, a 
body of them went forward, and made an attack 
oa Puebla Nova, in which they were defeated, 
and Sawkins killed; while Coxon and others 
proceeded to the North Seas, and there continued 
their depredations. _ 

Atter the death of Sawkins, Captain Sharpe 
was promoted to the command; but the com- 
pany, who aflumed a paramount authority, ſoon 
diſplaced him, and choſe Captain Watling in his 
room. Under this officer, an attempt was made 
on Arica, which proved unfortunate, and the 
new commander fell in the action, 


63 As 
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As the buccaneers began to be ſenſible, that Hz 
without ſubordination, all their ſchemes would Nately 
prove abortive, they proceeded to another elec- ]WIT rift: 
tion; when it appeared, that there were two fac- Moine 
tions, irreconcileably bent on ſubmitting to a dif- adver 
| ferent commander. Another ſeparation was thus Hanotk 
inevitable; and on putting it to the deciſion of the d 
the lots, which party ſhould retain the ſhip, that 
to which Dampier adhered proved unfortunate, 
and Captain Sharpe obtained the prize. 
On the 17th of April 1681, the diſappointed 
faction, without acknowledging any commander, WW Th 
_ reſolved to proſecute their deſign of repaſſing the Mpace 
| Iſthmus, though they were but forty-ſeven men there 
in all; and their artificial force and proviſions MWtaker 
very lender. This is one of the boldeſt under- ſmall 
takings ever projected by deſperate men. Be- Pirate 
ginning their journey over land on the Iſt of queſt 
May, in the ſpace of twenty-two days they ac- Whicl 
compliſhed their purpoſe, without any conſider- etin, 
able loſs. In their progreſs they paſſed over lofty {Mot th: 
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5 mountains, travelled through unfrequented vales, {Wt wi 
h and forded or ſwam acroſs deep and dangerous taken 
'N rivers, with undaunted reſolution. 1th 
1 It is a common remark, that particular powers urſu 
1 lie dormant in the mind and body of man, which ugly 
1 can only be called forth on particular conjunc- nd k 
alt tures. And never was this obſervation more MP Pri: 
fully verified than in the caſe of theſe people, Th 

who, on a- hoſtile ſhore, unfurniſhed with ade- Harte 

quate reſources, and apparently defolate and for- Catt, 

ſaken, were yet able to effectuate a paſſage, Ney! 


ccor 
ond 
prize 
Vere 


which ſcarcely any ſet of men, on the principles 
of mature and deliberate reaſon, would ever have 
thought of undertaking. 


Having 
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Having reached the north ſhore, they immedi- 
ately embarked on board the ſhip of Captain 
Triſtrian, a. Frenchman ; and within two days 
joined eight other buccaneering veſſels. Theſe 
adventurers had it in contemplation to attempt 
another expedition, over land, to Panama; but 
the danger of ſuch an undertaking being fully 
and fairly repreſented to them, they abandoned 
this deſign ; and proceeded to make an attack 
on Spanith Town, lying on Carpenter's River; 
or which purpoſe, the ſhips ſucceſſively ſailed, 
That which carried Dampier arriving at the 
place of rendezvous, found an Engliſh captain 
there, of the name of Wright, who had lately 
taken a Spaniſh tartan, part of a ſquadron of. 
ſmall frigates, that had been in queſt of the. 
pirates. Dampier and his friends joined in re- 
queſting him to fit out this tartan for them, 
which defire was granted, on condition of their 
acting under his command. As the remainder 


* 
y ef the fleet did not arrive at the appointed time, 
s, Wit was concluded, that they had been either 


aken or diſperſed by the enemy. Impreſſed 
1th this belief, they felt themſelves at liberty to 
purſue their own particular defigns. Accord- 
ingly, Captain Wright ſtood for Carthagena ; 
and being joined by Captain Yankey, they took 
i prize laden with ſugar and tobacco. | 
e, The booty being divided, the captains again 
e- Warted ; Wright ſtanding towards the Caracca 
r- Meoalt, where he took three barks. Captain Van- 
re, Ney had one Cooke for his quarter-maſter, who, 
es Wccording to the buccaneer regulations, was ſe- 
ve ond in command; and having taken a Spaniſh 

prize, Cooke obtained the ſhip; and all who 

rere inclined, were free to join him. | 
no After 
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After a variety of accidents and ailenſton 
among the commanders, who were jealous of: 
each other, Dampier, and about twenty men, ob- book 
tained one of the barks captured by Captain 
Wright, and failed for Virginia; where he fell 
In with the above-mentioned Captain Cooke, whoa 
was an old acquaintance, and whoſe fortunes he 
reſolved to follow. Dampier had ſufficient ad- than 
dreſs to bring over moſt of his companions to the had a 
ſame reſolution, to the great ſatisfaction of the 
commander, in whoſe intereſt he had engaged. got o 
After theſe detultory expeditions, in which we 
have ſeen Dampier was concerned, he, now be: or cu 
came more ftationary ; and the hiſtory he has 
given of himſelf regularly commences at this Ito ob 
xer10d, 
Captain Cooke ſailed from Achamack, in Vir- roac 
ginia, on the 23d of Auguſt 1683; and iteered and. 
his courſe for the Cape Verd Iſlands. In bis hort 
paſſage, he encountered a violent ſtorm of eight NPoats, 
days duration ; but eſcaped without any material Nrrews 
damage. Ount 
Having refreſhed at Cape Verd, they proceed he be 
ed to the Iſle of Sal, a miſerable ſpot, chiefly ce- d; x 
lebrated for its ſalt ponds; and from thence to t is i, 
Mayo. Here the inhabitants ſtudiouſly avoided Moy th 
any intercourſe with them; and, thus being dif- 
appointed in their expected ſupplies, they touch: ame 
ed on the African coaſts, vas 1 
After laying in a ſtock of proviſions, they de- Writh + 
termined to paſs the Straights of Magellan. A Whe ſu 
contrary wind obliged them to double Cape he n 
Horn ; and icarcely had they paſſed this, when 
they experienced a ſucceſſion of ſtorms, which 
laſted nearly three weeks, without abatement. 
However, on the 17th of March, they found 
themſelves 
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themſelves in latitude 48 deg. ſouth; and two 
days after, deſcried a ſhip, which, at firſt, they 
took for a Spaniard, but afterwards found ſhe 
belonged to their own country, and was com- 
manded by Captain Eaton. Theſe veſſels pro- 
ceeded in company to the Ifle of Juan Fernandez. 

No ſooner had Captain Cooke moored there, 
than Dampier, recollecting that a Moſkito man 
had accidentally been left on that iſland in 1681, 
hen he failed with Captain Watling, eagerly 
got on ſhore, with a view of reſcuing this un- 
appy perſon, ſhould he till be alive; and full 
of curioſity to know his adventures. 

This poor fellow, it ſeems, felt no leſs anxiety 
to obtain ſome intelligence of his friends, when 
he perceived that the ſhips, which were ap- 
proaching his ſolitary domain, belonged to Eng- 
land, In hopes that they would come to an an- 
hor there, he had buſied himſelf in killing three 
goats, and collecting greens, to entertain the 
Tews, as ſoon as he was able to aſcertain to what 
ountry the ſhips belonged; He was ready on 
he beach before the veſſels could be well ſecur - 
d; and one of his conntrymen being on board, 
tis impoſſible to deſcribe the lively emotions of 
oy they felt,-at this accidental interview. 

The Moſkito man on board had obtained the 
ame of Robin; his countryman on the iſland 
ras named Will. They embraced each other 
vith the moſt affectionate ſhow of regard; and 
he ſurprize, the tenderneſs, and the ſolemnity of 
De Ine meeting excited correſpondent feelings in 
en Ihe boſoms of the whole company, who, from 
ch Wrofeflional habits, were not much inclined to 
it. Wire way to _— 
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crew; and a meeting, ſo unexpected, was to the 


him, knowing he had been left there; but that, 


dered 
tende! 
Clo 
On his 
ompe 
he br 
Durin 
K 
houg 
joule 
The 
April, 
t is © 
door \ 
e ha; 
rew | 
ders. 


When Dampier came up, Will was no lef 
tranſported to ſee him than his countryman, bu 
he exprefled it in another manner. He had the 
happineſs, too, to find other friends among th, 


higheſt degree grateful to all. The Motkitay 
indeed, were univerſal favourites among the bue: 
caneexs, from the alacrity they always ſhewed ty 
engage in their expeditions, and the prompt er: 
vices they rendered on ſhip board. 

Ceremonies of congratulation being paſt, Wil 
was interrogated in what manner he had ſpent 
His time, and what adventures he had rut 
through on the iſland. He informed them, tha 
the Spaniards had ſeveral times been in queſt d 


by conſiant igilance, and occupying a ſafe re 


treat, they had never been able to find hin On 
When left, he had in his poſſeſſion a gun, a knife imber 
a ſmall quantity of powder, and a few thot. Thin, t 
ammuni tion being expended, he contrived a we eing 
by notching Eis knife, to ſaw the barrel of eme 
gun into imall pieces, of which he afterward] Dep 
formed, by infinite labour, a complete ſet of in eir p. 
plements for catching his prey, both by ſea an oug! 
land. The ingennity he had diſplayed in thaQeptur 
manufacture of his different inſtruments, aſto ey fe 


rom v 
o a 

ey al 
allips 
red 17 


niſhed every perſon ; but it ſeems, that ingenuih 
is natural to the inhabitants of the Motkito ſhore; 
and their .1gnorance of arts is abundantly ſup 
plied by the fertility of their inventions. 

Will had erected a hut about a mile and 1 
half from the ſhore, which he had curiouſly line emſe 
with goat-ſkins. He had likewiſe conſtrue} The! 
2 couch about two feet high, which he had rene v 
” wn 5 dereWuch t 
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lered ſoft and eaſy with the fur of beaſts, and the 
tender plumage of birds. 

Clothes he had none remaining. What he had 
on his back, at the time he was deſerted by his 
ompanions, were ſoon worn out, or torn among 
he brambles, through which he purſued his prey. 
Puring the ſpace of nearly three years, he had 
ot converſed with any human being; and 
hough he had ſeen Spaniards, he took care ed 
ould never ſee him. / 

The buccaneers left this iſland on the Sth of 
April, and then failed towards the equinoctial. 
t is almoſt needleſs to ſay, that they received 
door Wilkon board, with mutual ſatisfaction ; 
e happy to be reſtored to human ſociety, the 
rew pleaſed to gain an acceſſion to their num- 
ders. 

On the 3d of May, they took a ſhip laden with 
imber; and at the ſame time gained informa- 
ion, that the Spaniards were apprized of their 
eing in the South Seas; and that they had made 
ome preparations for their reception. 

Depending on the intelligence received from 
heir priſoners, relative to the ſtate of the coatt, they 
ought of attacking Truxillo; but afterwards 
W-pturing ſome veſſels laden with flour for Lima, 
hey found a letter on board one of the prizes, 


uinfom which they learned, that this city was put 
ore to a ſtate of defence. In conſequence of this, 
ſupFWcy abandoned their defign, and failed for the 


allipagos Iſlands, where they laid up five hun» 
2d Wed tacks of meal for a ſea-ftore ; and regaied 
lindWcmſclves with the turtleabounding on the coaſts. 
ucte Their next deſtination was Ria Lexa, where 
| renÞey were flattered with the hopes of finding 
dereWuck treaſure, An Indian priſoner promiſed to 
1 conduct 
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conduct them thither, on whoſe ſincerity the 
thought proper to rely. Intending, however, ty 
touch at the Iſland of Cocoas, in 5 deg. 40 min 
ſouth latitude, they fteered thither ; but found 
it impoſſible, with all their ſkill, to reach the 
port. They, therefore, directed their courſe fa 
the continent; and on their way loft their cap- 
tain, whoſe death diſconcerted them extremely, 

That they might perform the rites of ſepulture 
to their deceaſed officer, with all the ſolemnih 
in their power, they ſteered for Caldera Bay, 
where they anchored. While ſome of the crey 
were digging a grave, three Indians yoluntarih 
entered into converfation with them, which gi: 


ing riſe to ſuſpicion, they were ſeized, and provet 
to be ſpies, ſent from a town at ſome diſtance. 


The Engliſh, turning this artifice of the Spa: 
niards upon themſelves, by dint of promiſes and 
lenity, found that theſe very men, who were ſent 
to watch their motions, were capable of directing 
them to a ſpot where plenty of live cattle was to 
be obtained. This piece of intelligence was to 
agreeable to be neglected; and, accordingh, 
twenty-four men, with one of.the Indian guide 
ſet out on the expedition. 

After a march of four miles, the party came 


in fight of a ſavanna, where numbers of catile 


were feeding. Some were for immediately kill. 
ing, and carrying off as many as they could ma 
nage ; but the greater part, with leſs prudent 
foreſight, were determined to ſtay all night, and 
ſecure as many as would victual the fhips a 
once. This reſolution prevailing, Dampier, who 
was on the expedition, with ſome of the com: 


pany, withdrew, taking the Indian guide back 


with them 


ft The 
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The morning arrived; but none of the abſen- 
tees were ſeen. Some diſaſter being apprehended 
to have befallen them, the boats were manned, 
and ſent on the look out for them. As they 
were rowing along, they perceived a number of 
people wading up to the middle in the water; 
and approaching, found it was their own people 
in this piteous ſituation. Fortunately, they were 
all got on board; but had they been diſcovered 
only one hour later, the tide muſt have ſwallow- 
ed them up. 

On enquiry it was found, that they had been 
permitted to 1leep all night, unmoleſted ; but as 


they were diſperſed among the cattle in the 


morning, on a ſudden, a large party of Spaniſh . 
ſoldiers, well armed, poſted themſelves in ſuch a a 
ſituation, as to be able to cut off their retreat. 
Alarmed at this unexpected ambuſh, they 
made haſte to join, reſolving to ſell their lives as 
dear as poſſible, if an eſcape ſhould be found im- 
practicable, Accordingly, they attempted a route 
different from the direction of the {hips ; and at 


the ſame time, endeavoured to keep the enemy 
at a diſtance by occaſional vollies of ſhot. The 


Spaniards appeared rather anxious to protect 
themſelves, than to cut off the invaders ; and by 
cautious circumſpection, this ſmall party, at laſt, 
made good a retreat to the beach. When they 
arrived there, they ſaw their boat in flames; and 
the Spaniards poſted in ſuch a manner, that all 
communication with the ſhips was cut off. 
| Conceiving themſelves now devoted to de- 
ſtruction, they began to deſpair ; when ſome of 
them fortunately eſpied a rock juſt rifing above 
the water, at the diſtance of one hundred yards 
from the ſhore, Catching at this laſt refuge, 
Vox. III. II _- "they 
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they committed themſelves to the deep, to eſcape 
the fury of their enemies. They ruthed into the 
ſea, hand in hand, with the determined reſolution 
to perith or eſcape together. In this manner 
they reached the rock, where they remained ſome 
hours; and had not their companions ſo oppor- 
tunely come to their relief, the waves would 
have ſoon been their grave. 

Notwithſtanding this lucky eſcape, the bucca- 
neers felt more diſappointment than pleature; 
becauſe they found it unſafe to make a ſecond 
attempt to obtain ſupplies, of which they ſtood 


in great need. Weighing anchor, they came to 


Ria | Lexa, which is known by a high-peaked vol 
Cano. 

Theſe freebooters ſurpriſed the Spanith g guard 
on a ſmall ifland on the coatt, and from their 
priſoners obtained the mortifying intelligence, 
that the town was too well defended, for 1tuch a 
ſmall force to make any effectual impreſſion on it, 
Again fruſtrated in their expectations, they ſtcered 
for the Gulph of Amapalla, where they careened 
their ſhips ; having previoully tent Captain Davis, 
with two canoes, to collect information on the 
coaſt. Davis, ſoon after ſetting out, came to a 
ſmall iſland, on which ſtands the town of Man- 
gera. In this place, he found only a friar and 
two boys, who ſhared his fortune. All the other 
inhabitants had fled, on the firſt alarm of a PE 


of ſtrangers having landed. 


From the monk, Captain Davis 3 that 
there were ſeveral Indian villages in the Gulph ; 
but only three towns with churches ; and that 


himſelf and another were all the white people 1 in 


this diſtrict. 
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at this place; but this failing, Captain Eaton 
ſpeedily ſet fail. 

Captain Davis. next made an attack upon 
Manta, about eight leagues diſtance. All the 
inhabitants deſerted the town before they could 
enter it ; leaving only an old woman, whom the 
buccaneers brought off. From her they under- 


over land from the North Sea; and that the 
viceroy had commanded all the Spanith trading 
jeflels to be deſtroyed, to prevent their falling 
into the hands of the enemy. 

Theſe tidings induced Captain Davis to return 
to the Iſle of Plata ; ; and ſoon after arrived the 
Cygnet, originally fitted out for trade by ſome 
merchants of London. This veſſel was com- 
manded by Captain Swan, who, finding trade 
was ſuſpended, was prevailed on to diſpoſe of 
lis cargo by auction, and to join the marauders, 
with whom he had accidentally fallen in. The 
new-enliſted buccaneers were headed. by one 
Harris, who commanded a bark under Swan. 
The whole party regretted, that Captain Eaton 
had been ſuffered to "leave them; and therefore, 
fitted out a ſmall veſſel, which they diſp: atched 
to invite him to return, and participate in their 
fortunes. 

On the 3d of Nov 1 the ſhips entered the 
road of Paita, having previouſly fallen in with. 
a large thip, by which they gained information, 


fitted out, to check their depredations. Though 
this news was not very agreeable, it did not pre- 
ent them from making a deſcent on Paita ; 


he morning, and attacking the fort, took it with 
H 3 h 1 


ſtood, that a number of ſtrangers had arrived 
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that the viceroy had ordered ten frigates to be 


where one hundred and ten men landed early in 
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little oppoſition. On entering the town, how: 
ever, they found it deſerted, and ftripped of every 
thing moveable. Not a day's proviſions were to 
be found i in the place. Intelligence was receiy: 
ed here, that Captain Eaton had burned a thip 
on the coaſt the week before, after which he 
failed weſtward ; whence it was concluded, that 


he was proceeding homewards by way of the Eaft 


Indies. 

Having taken poſſeſſion of Paita, the three 
captains, engaged in this enterpriſe, made an of. 
fer to ſpare the town, on condition that they 
ſhould receive three hundred ſacks of flour, thre 
thouſand pounds of ſugar, twenty-five jars of 


wine, and one thouſand jars of water. The 


terms, ſo apparently moderate, being flightes, 
the buccaneers occupied the town for a few days, 
and then ſet it on fire. 

Being apprehenſive that ſome of the Spaniſh 
veſſels, "Ktted out to attack them, might make 
the experiment, the Engliſh put their ſhips in 
ſtate of action; and burning Captain Harris“ 
bark, becauſe ſhe was a heavy ſailer, they equp- 
ped another to anſwer the purpoſe of a fire 
ſhip. Having made all neceſſary preparations 
Hey next ſailed for Lobas, w here they again 
heard of Captain Eaton ; and learned that their 
meſſage bark was gone to Plata, the appointed 
place of rendezvous. 

At Lobas they took in ſoine freſh proviſions 


which were a very ſcaſonable refreſhment ; aud 


then refolv ed to attack Guiaquil, 
They entered the Bay of Guiaquil on the 29th 


of ener, The iſland has a ſingular appear- 


ance. It bears a fancied reſemblance to a corps 


in a ſhroud: the eaſt end repreſenting the hee 
| | an 


In conſequence of this information, the cap- 
tain advanced to the eminence on which Ama- 
palla was ſituated, taking the monk and boys in 
his train. As they were gaining the aſcent, the 
other white man, attended by an Indian chief, 
hailed them. The captain made no difficulty in 
declaring, that they were Spaniards, ſent to clear 
the coaſt ; and that their ſhips being foul, they 
intended to refit, and claimed the aſſiſtance of 
his Catholic Majeſty's ſubjects for this purpoſe. 

The white, whom they addreſſed, acted as ſe- 
cretary to the Spaniſh government in this quar- 
ter; and being cajoled, by Davis's profeſſions, 
into a belief that he was ditcharging his duty, 


bid them welcome; and promiſed every afliſt- 


ance in his power. The Indian inhabitants teſ- 
tified a fimilar reſpect; and thus preliminaries 
being ſettled, they were conducted to the church, 
where all buſineſs of a public nature was tranſ- 


2cted. 


The friar entering firſt, in virtue of his profeſ- 


ſion, was followed by Davis and moſt of the ſpec- 


tators ; but one or two of the Indians, loitering 
behind, were puthed in by the Engliſh, on which 
they began to ſuſpect danger, and ſprang back 
again. The reſt of the Indians followed their 
example ; and Davis and the friar were left 


alone, in conſternation at the canſe of their deſer- 
tion, 


The brutal and wanton inſtigators of miſchief 


now fired on the flying Indians, and in the con- 
fuſion the ſecretary was 'flain ; undeſervedly 
meeting his fate from pretended friends, whom 
he was ready to ſerve, Davis had planned to ſe- 
cure theſe people in the church, and then make 
his own terms; but the event ſhewed, that 
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he might have effected all he wiſhed, without 
treachery, without cruelty. Es — 

Soon forgetting the unprovoked outrage they 
had ſuffered, the Indians ſhewed the Englith the 
moſt pointed attention; and lent them a volun- 
tary aſſiſtance in the repair of their thips. They 
alſo ſupplied them with cattle and proviſions, 


from the main; and performed the moſt menial 
offices without a murmur. 


friar and his two attendants were detained pri- 


All this while, the 


ſoners; and as the Indians had a high venera- 
tion for the man and his character, they ſhewed 


no other jealouſy of the Engliſh, but left they 


ſhould carry him away. He was endeared to 


them by long acquaintance; he had learned 


their language, and acted, on every occaſion, as 
their father and their friend. An eccleſiaſtic of 
ſuch a deſcription, will never have reaſon to 
complain of the want of honourable diſtinction! 
To have carried off this prieſt, would have 


been a piece of the baſeſt ingratitude to their 


benefactors, and no advantage to themſelves. 
The latter motive, perhaps, influenced them to 
liberate him, as ſoon as they were ready to fail, 


On the 3d of September, they were again equip- 


ped for ſea ; but the two companies having quar- 
relled, they refolved to purſue different courſes. 
Davis directed his courſe along the main of 
Peru, and at length touched at the Iſland of 
Plata; while Eaton, who had failed in a diffe- 


rent direction, at laſt, being in want of water, 
came to the ſame iſland. Eaton, in his progreſs, 


met with ſuch dreadful ſtorms of thunder and 
lightning, that the crew expected every moment 
to be involved in elemental fire. An accommo- 
dation was attempted between the two captains 

| | | at 
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ſaw numerous little iflands, fall of trees, and in- 
terſected by ſandy creeks, In hopes of meeting 
with ſome canoes, they mede for the River of St. 
Jago, in the vicinity of the Iſland of Gallo, in 
which gold abounds, and anchorage is ſafe. . 
This river is large and navigable. About 
ſeven Jeagues up the country it divided into two 
branches, forming an iſland of the moſt luxuriant 
fertility, producing many noble trees common to 
this climate ; eſpecially red and white cotton, 
and cabbage trees of the largeſt ſize. 
The white cotton tree riſes to a great height 
without any branches, Theſe, however, ſur- 


round the top, and are very ſtrong. The bark is 


ſmooth: the leaves are of a dark green, oval, 
ſmooth, and jagged at the extremities. Theſe 
fall off in April; but in a week's time are renew- 
ed. It is a remarkable peculiarity of this tree, 
that the trunk is ſometimes larger as it aſcends. 
The ſilk- cotton, the produce of this tree, falls 
off in November and December, but is too fine 
to enter into ſubſtantial manufactures; and, 

therefore, is more curious than valuable. In the 
Eaſt Indies, it ſerves the effeminate natives as a 
ſtuffing for pillows and couches. 

The red cotton tree is of a leſs luxuriant 
growth; but in other reſpects reſembles the 
tormer. The wood of both is hard, but ſome- 
what ſpongy. They are natives of the rich lands 
on the coaſt of the South Sea, as well as of the 
Laſt and Weſt Indies. 

The cabbage tree ſometimes reaches the amaz- 
ing height of one hundred and twenty feet. Its 
branches ipread out near the top, to the length 
of twelve or fourteen feet, about the thickneſs 
of a man's arm, and are covered with long 1 

er 
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der leaves. In the midſt of the higheſt branchia 
ſhoots out the cabbage, beautifully white, and 
_ deliciouſly ſweet. As this tree dies as ſoon as its 
head is damaged, it is generally cut down before 
the fruit is gathered. The trunk is annulated 
from bottom to top; the bark 1s thin and brit- 
tle, and the wood hard and black. 9 
The almoſt impervious thickneſs of the woods, 
and the enmity of the natives, have prevented 
the Spaniards from makivg any conſiderable diſ- 
coveries near this place. Nevertheleſs, Dampier, 
with a party, in four cahoes, ventured to row 
ſeveral leagues up the river, where they difſco- 
vered two thatched huts, ſome fowls, a few 
plantains, and a hog, which they ſuppoſed was 
of the European breed. On it they made a 
hearty meal; for the Indians, ſeeing them ap- 
proach, paddled away with the ſtream; and 
left the invaders at full b to plunder their 
property. 
Proceeding on their courſe, they ſurpriſed a 
ſmall village, named Tomaco, where they took 
a veſſel containing ſome wine; on board of which 
they found a Spanith knight, called Don Diego 
de Pinas, who had come from Lima. This vel- 
ſel, after plundering her of a few necefaries, 
they ſuffered to depart, 
Afterwards, they fell in with the Panama 
packet boat, the crew of which threw the dil- 
patches overboard, which the Engliſh recovered, 
and found by the contents, that the Prefident of 
Panama had received orders to haſten the Plate 
fleet from Lima; which intelligence made them 
change their courſe, and alter their reſolution. 
They therefore ſtood for the Gulph of Panama; 
and having paſſed the Pearl Iſlands, came to an 
anchor 
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and the weſt, the feet. In making for the port, the 
ſhips kept to the ſouthward, in order to avoid 
the ſhoals on the oppoſite fide, where it is ſaid, a 
large and valuable ſhip was ſunk. In conſe- 
quence. of this, a perſon had obtained a patent to 
dive, and had brought up ſome plate; but dying, 
the patent expired; and as diving here is pecu- 
liarly hazardous, few would have been ambitious 
to have a renewal of the grant. The cat-fiſh 
ſwarming round theſe iſlands, the wound of 
whoſe fins are mortal, renders it extremely dan- 
gerous to venture into the water. Even the Indian 
divers, who are very dexterous and expert, fre- 
quently loſe their lives from this-ſingular animal, 

The buccaneers being arrived at Puna, about 
ſeven leagues from Guiaquil, found the houſes 
raiſed on poſts, about ten or twelve feet high, 
and covered with palmetto leaves. Here they 
took a veſſel laden with woollen cloth, manufac- 
tured at Quito ; and, from the maſter, obtained 
an account of the manner in which Puna was 
guarded and defended. Next tide, three veſſels 
tell down from Guiaquil, with one thouſand ne- 
9 WW groes on board, all which they captured; but 
- MW the town being alarmed, and the attack made 
on it being badly planned, and as badly executed, 

the event might eaſily have been foreſeen. _ 
In all theſe predatory expeditions, there will 
„de a want of ſubordination Band this will infal- 
, libly prevent ſucceſs. The aſſailants were divid- 
ed into two bodies ; but inſtead of co-operating 
together in one well-concerted attack, they ſeem- 
ned to be influenced by jealouſy and miſtruſt. 
Davis and Swan were the two commanders ; and 
"Wl they retorted charges of cowardice and miſcon- 
duct on each other, which, from the accounts 
e handed 
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handed down to us, are ſufficiently juſt when aps 


ened their men; and at laſt, found it impoſſible 
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plied to either. Certain it is, that by want of 1 
methodical and reſolute behaviour, they diſheart. 


to lead them on to the attack. 
Retiring, therefore, from the ſcene of action, 
they feaſted on a cow, without moleſtation, in 


night of the enemy. The Spaniards, indeed, do The 
not appear to have been fond of offenſive opera- wich 
tions: to defend, and often to fly, were their a, t 
principal aims. Thus cowardice and miſcon- pf Fel 
duct balanced each other: the Englith loſt an Pama. 
opportunity of enriching themſelves, and vented Parte 
their ſpleen againſt each other: the Spaniards Ele 
were fatisfied with the negative merit of acting Prem 
on the defenſive, though they might caſily have and! 
exterminated the marauders. lome 


this 
pleaſe 
tureſc 


When the ſquadron reached the place of ren- 
dezvous, they found their bark in waiting, with 
her crew almoſt ſtarved, from the length of their 


voyages, and the ſcantineſs of their ſupplies, A 
During the abſence of their companions, by WWE. 
whom they ſeem to have been little regarded, .. 


Ive 7 


theſe people, compelled by hard necetlity, had ne 


made an attack on St. Helena, where they pro- 
cured a little maize; and by the help of that 
and a few marine birds, which they were fortu- 
nate enough to kill, had with difficulty prolong- 
ed their exiſtence. | 
After taking in freſh water, and accommodat- wot 
ing ſome petty diſputes among themſelv es, they eſe] 
directed their courſe to Lay elia, a town in the den 
Bay of Panama. Next morning they paſſed in Sa 
fight of Cape Paſſao, a round high point of land, oh 
ſeparated | in the middle, and barren towards the Netter 
lea. Betwixt this and Cape St. Franciſco, they ch 
| 1a W 
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anchor in the harbour of Galleria, in the Iſland 
of St Paul, on the 25th of January 1685. Here 
they careened their ſhips, and then ſent them to 
cruiſe in the gulph. Four days after, one of 
them brought in a prize laden with fowls, ſalt 
beef, and corn. 

The ſhips being put in order, and ſupplied 
with wood and w ater, they failed towards Pana- 
ma, to intercept the Plate fleet. On the 18th. 
of February they caſt anchor oppoſite to Old Pa- 
nama, once a celebrated city; but the greateſt 
part of it being laid in aſhes by Sir Henry Mor- 
gan, it was never rebuilt. About four leagues 
trom theſe ruins, ſtands New Panama, a very 
andſome place, ſurrounded by navigable ri vers, 
ſome of which furnith gold. The views from 
[this city are delightful, extending over many 
pleaſant iſlands, and a country extremely pic- 
tureſque. The houſes are chiefly of brick, and 
the public buildings poſſeſs a degree of grandeur 
and elegance. Dampier ſays, it is the moſt 
howy place on the coaſt, It carries on a lucra- 
ve and extenſive trade with Peru and Chili. 
he air here is clear and ſalubrious, except dur- 
ng the rainy ſeaſon; nor is the climate incom- 
oled by fogs, ſo frequent on ſome parts of this 
oa 

While they lay here, the buccaneers ſent the 
ppaniſh knight they had taken out of a prize 
y '&1el, as already ſtated, with a letter to the pre- 
e aent. By ſome accident, he loſt his life before 
n Ne could perform the office with which he was 
1, MWetruited, However, they diſpatched another 
io etter, the purport of which was, to ſolicit an 
'y change of priſoners; and in contequence of 
* this, 
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„ this, forty Spaniards were releaſed for the fam 
number of Engliſh. 
On the 24th of March, they ſtood over to th 
Iſland of Tobago, about fix leagues ſouth of Pan 
ma. This iſland is ſmall, and, except on th 


north fide, where it produces ſome tropical fruits Fo 
it is ſteril and rocky. It formerly had a town mei 
ſome eminence; but the buccancers had u Ca 
peatedly laid it in ruins. pile 
While the Engliſh lay before a ſmall to the 
called Tobagilla in this ifland, they had a na Eat 
row eſcape from deſtruction. A perſon, pr def 
tending to be a merchant, from Panama, can afte 
off to them, and propoſed entering into a cla thu 
deſtine trade. This offer being cheerfully aW me: 
ceded to, a bark ſailed towards them in t Sea 
night, as had been previoufly ſtipulated. 5 hin 
notwithſtanding ſhe hailed the buccaneers, a vic: 
interchanged the proper watchwords, they h dat 
the precaution to order her to caſt anchor. Thi / 
not being complied with, the ſhips began to fi of 
on the viſitors. Finding their treacherous ſchenW the 
detected, a few minutes before it was ripe . 1hi; 
execution, the Spaniards took to their canoa Wa: 
and immediately ſet fire to their bark, which ing 
now appeared to have been fitted out as a fit vat 
thip; but, inſtead of effecting the intend fou 
miſchief, ſhe drove, burning; towards Tobago. MW dell 
It afterwards came to light, that this ſhip hb am 
been equipped by a Captain Bond, who had fou ma 
it adviſable to put himſelf under the protec £qu 
of the - Spaniards, when he could no long 1 
annoy them, with the proſpect of adyantaglh cap 
The direction of the fireſhip was againſt C ed. 
tain Davis's veſſel, which with difficulty eſcapq unc 
the danger. At the ſame that this attempt . 


mad 
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made on Captain Davis, a float, with only. one 
man upon it, was ſeen advancing to Captain 
Swan's ſhip, probably with combuſtibles ; but it 
is ſuppoſed, that the incendiary perceiving him- 
ſelf diſcovered, deſiſted from his enterpriſe, as he 
dived, and was ſoon out of fight. 

Bond, whoſe machinations againſt his country- 
men we have juſt mentioned, falling in with 
Captain Eaton, had been prevailed on by his 
pilot to join company with that marauder ; but 
the very next night, the pilot getting on board 


Eaton's ſhip, exerted all his powers to get him to 
deſert his new conſort, which he accordingly did, 
after an affociation of two days. Bond, being 


thus deſerted by the only perſon to whoſe judg- 
ment he truſted in the navigation of the South 


Sea, failed for Porto Bello, where he ſurrendered : 


himſelf; and was afterwards employed by the 
viceroy of Lima, to afhſt in checking the depre- 
dations of the buccaneers on the American coaſts, 

After a night ſpent in anxious fear, the return 
of day convinced the Engliſh that the deſigns of 
their enemy had heen totally blaſted, and the 
ſhips once more anchored in ſecurity. But this 
was not their only conſolation. The ſame morn- 
ing, they diſcovered a number of canoes and pri- 
vateers approaching their ſtation ; and preſently 
found they were filled with perſons of the ſame 
deſcription with themſelves. In fact, they were 
a motley aſſemblage of French and Engliſh, ani- 
mated with the ſame hopes of plunder, and 
equally devoid of feeling or principle. 

Theſe perſons were under the conduct of two 
captains, named Grenet and Lequie ; and report- 
ed, that one hundred and eighty Engliſhmen, 
under the command of Captain 'Townley, ſtill re- 
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mained on the iſthmus. The French having 55 
four prize ſhips given them, the Engliſh were BI The 
taken on board Davis's and Swan's thips. Soon Wl hun 
after Captain Townley arriv ed; and the ſquadron gun 
having taken two coaſting veſſels, learned from ral's 
them that the Lima flect was ready to ſail. | mer 


This news filled them with joy, mingled with -f 
apprehenſion. They reflected on the brilliant eigl 


quences of diſappointment. They ſet themſelves, WW The 
however, about adopting every precaution, and ſma 
uſing every expedient which was calculated to eig! 
promote ſucceſs, and to ward off diſgrace. They 1 
failed backwards and forwards, in the track MW 1h 


where they expected to meet the enemy, with WI car 
the moſt anxious expectation ; and intercepted fix 
ſome letters, containing inſtructions which their WI one 
adverſaries were to purſue. In conſequence of MW t10! 
theſe, they were more harafſed than ever with al- me 
ternate hopes and fears: they were all animated me 
with one general with of leaving nothing undone V- 
10 forward their views; but they could not agree ten 
what was moſt eligible to purſue. baz 
In this ſtate of indeciſion, word was brought Ped 
that the Spaniſh fleet was adyancing, apparently IM c 
with an intention of giving them battle. The Va 


commanders of the buccancers felt the difficulty 
of their ſituation : they knew that ſuch a motley the 
aſſemblage of perſons was ill ſuited to a regular ta! 
engagement; and that the want of diſcipline MW 23 
and unity of counſels would render a battle ex- in; 
tremely hazardous. However, they had now M 
only one alternative, to fight or fly. If they vi- tb 
goroufly pui ſued the former reſolution, they had th 
much to hope; the latter, th:y were ſenſible I Ur 
muſt be inevitable deſtruction. fa 


ES The 
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The Spaniſh fleet conſiſted of fourteen ſail. 

WW The admiral's ſhip carried forty guns, and five 
hundred and forty men; the vice-admiral's, forty 
| guns and four hundred men; and the rear-admi- 
ral's, thirty-ſix guns and three hundred and fixty- 
men. Beſides theſe, there were a ſhip of twen- 
ty-four guns, and three hundred men; a ſecond of 
eighteen guns, and two hundred and fifty men; 
and a third of eight guns, and two hundred men. 
They had alſo two fireſhips, and fix veſſels with 
ſmall arms, together with ſome tenders, having 
eight hundred men among them. 
To oppoſe this formidable armament, the Eng- 
liſh had only ten ſhips, of which Captain Davis's 
carried thirty-fix guns, and one hundred and fifty- 
fix men, chiefly Engliſh ; Captain Townley's had 
one hundred and ten men, all of the ſame na- 
tion; Captain Grenet's three hundred and eight 
men, all French; Captain Harris's one hundred 
men, moſtly Engliſh ; Captain Branly's thir- 
ty-fix men, Engliſh and French mixed ; Swan's 
tender carried only eight men, and 'Townly's 
bark eighty. Excluſive of theſe, they had equip- 
ped a ſmall bark of thirty tons, as a tireſhip. The 
collective number of men in the whole ſquadron 

he MW was about nine hundred and fixty. 

ty With a force ſo inferior and ſo inade :quate, 
ey the Englith reſolved to commence the attack, 
lar taking the advantage of the weathergage, which 
ne gave them the option to fight or run. Accord- 
-x- MW ingly, about three in the afternoon, of the 28th of 
o. May, they bore right down before the wind, on 
vi- the enemy, who kept cloſe upon a wind to meet 
ad them; but ſo much time was ſpent in mancu— 
ble ring, that night came on before the action could 
fairly commence. 
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As ſoon as it grew dark, the Spaniſh admiral 
hung ont a light as a ſignal for his fleet to an- 
chor; and preſently hoiſted a light on his top, 
which, after remaining an hour, was taken down, 
and then hoiſted again. The Engliſh being ſtill 
to windward, were. not aware of the ſtratagem 
that was playing otF; for the Spaniards, ſenſible of 
the importance of gaining the weathergage, had 
hoiſted the ſecond light on the topmaſt of one of 
their barks, while the admiral filently edged 
away, followed by his capital ſhips ; and as ſoon 
as it was day, the buccaneers had the mortifica- 
tion to find that he had got the wind of them. 


This unexpected ſtroke of ſeamanſhip reduced 


them to a ſad dilemma. They were obliged to 
fight with little proſpect of advantage, and the 
dithculty of their flight was much increaſed. 
Thus ſituated, an unequal conflict began. Cap» 
tain Townley, who was conſidered as admiral, 
being hard prefſed by the enemy, made a bold 
puſh through a narrow ſtraight that parted the 
iſles, and was followed by ſome of the ſmaller 
veſſels, by which means they eſcaped. Captain 
Harris was chaſed to the weſtward ; and Captain 
Davis maintained a running fight during the 
whole day, round the Bay of Panama, with ſuch 
judgment and activity, that he loſt only a ſingle 
man. 


Night again put an end to the engagement 'E 
when the Spaniards gave over the purſuit, and 


ſuffered the buccaneers to rendezyous at the ſame 
iſlands, from which they had ſailed the day be- 
fore to begin the attack. 


Had the Englith and their aſſociates ated with 


unanimity and order, there can be little doubt 
but they would have captured ſeveral of the ene- 
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my's ſhips ; but independent of inſubordination 
and want of conduct, Grenet, the French cap- 
tain, was accuſed of the moſt ſhameful cowardice. 
Though his veſſel carried nearly one-third of the 
whole complement of men in the ſquadron, he 
kept at a diſtance from his aſſociates during the 
flight, and was equally anxious to be the firſt to 
fly from the very appearance of danger. This 
conduct was ſo extremely reprehenſible, that diſ- 
putes ran very high, in the ſquadron, what pu- 
nithment ſhould be inflicted on him. A variety 
of opinions were given; but at laſt the majority 
agreed to diſmiſs him with diſgrace; ſuffering 
him, however, to retain the veſſel which had 
been given him. He'was ſtrictly charged, immedi- 
ately to quit company, and never after to preſume 
to join them. A ſentence ſo mild for a coward, 
did honour to the Engliſh buccaneers ; they pro- 
bably would not have been ſo favourable to one 
of their own countrymen ; but it is well known 
that the Britiſh tars confider a coward and a 
Frenchman as ſynonimous terms; and there- 
fore they refrained from puniſhing too harſhly, 
what they regarded as conſtitutional and una- 
voidable. | | 
Thus, after long expectation and anxious pre- 
paration to meet the Plate fleet, their deſigns 
evaporated in ſmoke, and notwithſtanding the 
diſparity of numbers and force which ought to 
have conſoled them under their diſappointment, 
never was chagrin more viſible than among this 
piratical group. They loſt, however, only one 
man; and the Spaniards, without attempting to 
purtue their victory, continued their courſe to 
Panama; while the Engliſh ſet ſail to the Keys 
of Quibo, the appointed place of rendezvous. 
"19 £ Here 
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Here they rejoined Captain Harris; and hay: 
ing held a Se a they reſolved to attempt 
ſomething on the coaſt, fince nothing of any im- 
portance now preſented itſelf for their achier- 
ment by ſea. 5 | 
Accordingly they projected an expedition 
againſt the city of Leon, on the coaſt of Mexico; 
but as it lay ſome way within land, it was reſolv- 
ed to build canoes on the iſland of Quibio, where 
they then lay; and which furniſhed them with 
plenty of timber for that purpoſe. 
While theſe preparations were forwarding, one 
hundred and fifty men were diſpatched to Puebla 
Nova, a town at a ſmall diſtance on the conti- 
nent, which they took without much difficulty; 
but found nothing in it to reward their toils. _ 
All things being got in readineſs, they ſailed 
for Ria Lexa, the port to Leon; and on the 9th 
of Auguſt, quitting their ſhips and embarking on 
board their canoes, they were in imminent dan- 
ger of being ſwallowed up by the waves, which 
ran mountains high, attended by a tremendous 
ſtorm of thunder and lightning. After this tem- 
peſt abated, a tornado ſucceeded, which had til! 
more nearly ſent them all to the bottom; how- 
ever they outlived this alſo, and entered the ſouth 
fide of the harbour in the night. Waiting till 
day break, they rowed deeper into the creek, the 
banks of which are covered with mangrove trees, 
almoſt impaſſable. Beyond theſe they found a 
ſmall intrenchment, which they took by ſur- 


prize; and having landed four hundred and ſe- 
venty men, left the reſt, of which number Dam- 
pier was one, to guard the canoes. | 
Captain Townley headed the ſtorming party 
of one hundred men, which marched at eight s 
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the morning. Captain Swan followed with one 
hundred more; and next came Captain Davis 
with one hundred and ſeventy; while Captain 
Knight brought up the rear. 

Townley having advanced two miles before the 
reſt, was attacked by ſeventy horſe, which he 
forced to retire; and then advanced againſt the 
town, which he entered without oppoſition. 
Soon after, however, he was aſſailed in the ſtreets 
by two hundred horſe and five hundred foot; 
but the horſe giving way in the moſt daſtardly 
manner, the infantry followed their example, 
and left the place to the mercy of the affailants. 

Captain Swan did not arrive till an hour after; 
and before the whole party could come up, it 
was fix in the afternoon. Several; worn out with 
fatigne, were left on the road : among the reſt, 
a man of the name of Townley, of eighty-four 
years of age, who had ſerved in Ireland under 
Cromwell; and who reſolutely refuſing to accept 


quarter, was ſhot dead on the ſpot. They, however, 


took ſome of the ſtragglers alive; among others a 
perſon of the name of Smith, who having lived 
ſeveral years in the Canaries, ſpoke French with 
fluency. This gentleman, if a gentleman could 
de found in ſuch a fraternity, being carried be- 
fore the governor, and interrogated as to the 
ſtrength of the invaders, gave ſuch an exagge- 
rated account of their numbers and equipment, 
as deterred him from farther oppoſition ; though 
he had a force of one thouſand men under his 
command. 

In conſequence, a flag of truce was hung out, 


and propoſals made to ranſom the town. But 


here the avarice of the buccaneers outſtripping 
their reaſon, induced them to demand ſuch an 
| cxtra- 
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extravagant ſum, as perhaps the governor had it 


not in his power to anſwer. The ranſom aſked, 

was thirty thouſand pieces of eight, and four 
rtionths proviſion for one thouſand men. The 
governor refuſing to comply with this unreaſon- 
able requiſition, the town was ſet on fire, and the 
Engliſh returned to their ſhips next morning, 
However Mr. Smith was exchanged for a Spanith 
lady ; and another gentleman was releaſed on a 
promiſe of delivering one hundred and fifty oxen 
at Ria Lexa for his ranſom ; which engagement 
he faithfully fulfilled. _ 

On the 16th of Auguſt, they returned to their 
canoes, where they found their ſhips ſafe at an- 
chor. The creek, which leads from Ria Lexa, is 
broad at its entrance, but ſoon cloſes into a nar- 

row, deep channel, lined on both ſides with cocoa 
trees. Here the Spaniards had caſt up an in- 
trenchment fronting the entrance of the creek, 
defended by one hundred and twenty men ; and 
farther down, they had placed a boom of trees; 
ſo that if they had poſſeſſed equal courage with 
the aſſailants, they might have completely kept 
them at bay. 

But they ſaw the Englith were not to be inti- 
midated at the impediments thrown in their way; 
and after two guns had been fired, they deſerted 
their poſt, on Which the buccaneers landed and 
marched againſt the town of Ria Lexa, fituated 
in a plain, about a mile up the river. It makes 
a handſome appearance, and has three churches. 
This place they took without reſiſtance; but 
found nothing conſiderable, fave five hundred 

ſacks of flour, and ſome naval ftores. The ſur- 
rounding country produces ſome ſugar, and 
abounds in cattle; but the air is peculiarly noxi— 
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ous. The principal fruits growing here are me- 
Jons, pine- apples, guavas, and prickly pears. 


has a white, ſmooth bark; long, ſlender, boughs; 
and leaves reſembling the hazel. The fruit, 
which is like a pear, has a thin rind, and when 
ripe, is yellow, pulpy, and well flavoured. It 
may, however, be eaten green, which is an ad- 
vantage it poſſeſſes over moſt of the tropical 
fruits. There are ſeveral varieties of this ſhrub. 


The prickly pear grows on a ſhrub five feet 
high, and thrives beſt where the ſoil is 1impreg- 


nated with ſalt water. Each branch of this 
mrub has two or three roundiſh leaves, of a 


palm's breadth, not unlike houſe-leek, but prick- 
ly at the edges. The fruit is about the fize of a 


large plum, ſmall towards the leaf, and thick and 


open like a medlar at the farther extremity. 


The fruit is alſo prickly, from which cir- 
cumſtance it derives its name. The pulp, 
when ripe, is of the conſiſtence of a thick ſy- 


rap, of a cooling quality, and a pleaſant taſte. 


Dampier fays, that he has obſerved the urine 
tinged as red as blood after eating a dozen or two 
of them; but without the leaſt ill conſequence 
from this alarming appearance. 

Ria Lexa was hkewiſe conſumed by fire; but 


whether by order of the commanders, or by the 


fury of the diſappointed crew, is not aſcertained. 

After this expedition, Captains Davis and 
Swan reſolved to ſeparate: Townley with the two 
barks accompanied Swan; while Knight and 
Harris reſolved to follow the fortunes of Davis. 
When this new ſchiſm took place, Davis ſtood 
tor the Peruvian coaſt; but Swan ſailed weſt- 
rard, intending to return by the way of the Eaſt 
ndies. Dampier, eager to gratify his curioſity, 


The ſhrub which produces the guava fruit, 
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by a more accurate knowledge of the northem 


parts of Mexico, preferred the voyage of Swan; 
and accordingly enliſted in his ſervice. 

A ſickneſs, which it was ſuppoſed, they had 
contracted at Ria Lexa, and a courſe of tempeſt- 
uous weather marked their voyage to Guatima- 
la, of which they came in fight on the 14th of 

September. On this coaſt, a high volcano ap- 
pears with a double peak ; between which the 
fire and ſnoke iſſue out at intervals, with a 
dreadful noiſe, particularly betore foul weather; 
nevertheleſs, the country is peopled to the very 
foot of the mountain. But however fearleſs the 
inhabitants of Guatimala may be in the vicinity 
of danger, it is certain that they are ſometimes 
viſited by dreadful earthquakes, which ſpread 
ruin and devaſtation around. The city ftands at 
the diſtance of eight leagues from the South Sea, 
and about fifty from the North; and is enrichel 
by the valuable commodities produced from the 
neighbouring hills. It is famous for indigo, 
anatta, ſilveſter, and cochineal. 

The anatta is a well known dye, produced from 
the flowers of a ſhrub. Silveſter is the ſeed of a 
fruit reſembling the prickly pear, already de- 
ſcribed ; and cochineal is an inſe& which is found 
ON particular trees. The cochineal and ſilveſter 
produce nearly a ſimilar tint; but the former 1s 
infinitely moſt eſteemed. 

The land near the volcano of Guatimala is 
low towards the ſea; but rites with a gradual 
aſcent to the diſtance of ten leagues from 1 
ſhore. The volcano is a celebrated ſeamark; 
it may be ſeen at the diſtance of 7 
leagues. 

From thence they failed to the latitude of To- 


gantabeque, where Captain 'T ownley: attempting 
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too dangerous to be paſted. Thus diſappointed, 

they, coaſted along, the ſhips ſtill following the 
party in their canoes, which Townley reſolved to 
run in ſhore; but overſet them in the attempt. 

A man or two was loſt, and ſeveral were much 
hurt in this deſperate attempt. However, the 
landing was made good, and the boats hauled on 
ſhore ; but moſt of the ammunition was damaged; 

and to complete their vexation, they could diſco- 
ver no town on the coaſt. Thus diſappointed, 


not only in the hopes of plunder, but alſo of provi- 
fions, which now became extremely ſcarce, they re- 


imbarked, and continued their courſe for Tangola. 


They next ſteered for Anguatulco, where they 


came to an anchor; and intended ravaging the 
country. With this view, they travelled ſome 
| miles; but though they ſecured Indian guides, 


they found only one ſmall village, where ſome 


vanilla was drying. The vanilla is a pleaſant 


to chocolate, gives it an agreeable flavour. It 
"Worowns on a ſmall kind of creeping vine, which 
at firſt bears a yellow flower. This afterwards 
; produces a pod about fourinches long, which when 
7 


r1pe, becomes yellow, and is full of black ſeeds. 


On the eaſt fide of the entrance of the harbour 
of Anguatulco, and about a mile diſtant, is a 
imall iſland. On the oppoſite fide, is a large 
tollow rock, open at the top, from which a co- 
„mm of water precipitates it{elf, after the man- 
ver of a fountain, in the grandeſt ſtyle. At the 
bottom of Mie harbour is a fine rivulet, near 
which a town formerly ſtood, that was ſacked 
aud deſtroyed by Sir Francis Drake, 


to land with one hundred men, found the ſurf 


perſume, of ſome value, which being infuſed in- 
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centive to encourage the buccaneers to proceed, 
was to be found here, they ſtaid no longer than 
was ſufficient to recover the ſick, and to prepare 
for the continuance of their voyage to a more in- 
mung coat. = 
In the interim, they ſent four canoes before 
them, with orders to ſecure ſome guides; and to 
wait for the ſhips at the Port of St. Angelo. Fol- 
lowing the ſame courſe, on the 12th, they met 
with two of the boats in a moſt diſtreſsful fitua- 
tion, having been overſet on the beach. The) 
reported, that the other two had left them in the 
night ; and, as it was afterwards diſcovered, had 
rowed as far as Acapulco. However, they rejoin- 
ed the ſhips on their approaching the harbour, 
from which there was an extenſive and pigur- 
eſque view of a beautiful and fertile country, 
The declivities of the hills were feathered with 
lofty trees; and the plains and ſavannas were 
watered by ſtreams and rivulets, whoſe banks 
were painted by flowers and ſhrubs of many 
charming tints. . 
Here they landed, near a Spaniſh villa, from 
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As neither gold nor filver, nor any other in- 


whence the people had all fled;. and found 
falt and Indian corn in abundance. They like 
wiſe procured a ſupply of poultry, hogs, and ca- 
baritos; and carried off as much as the part 


was able to convey. 


Leaving Port Angelo, they came to an anche 


in fixteen fathoms water, under a ſmall roch 


iſland, about ſix leagues to the weſtward. Next 


day they met with a very diſagreeſtble incident 
Having weighed, and continuing their courſe 


they came oppoſite to a ſmall lagune, where 


the milling boats had taken a quantity of fill 
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Lying to, in order to obtain a larger ſupply, they 
{ent in a boat with twelve men. 

The Spaniards ſuſpecting their intent, conceal- 

ed themſelves behind a rock at the narrow en- 
trance of the lagune, and diſcharged a volley of 
ſmall arms from their ambuſcade, juſt as the boat 
was paſling ; by which five of the crew were 
dangeroutly wounded. Alarmed at this unex- 
pected attack, and finding a retreat impoſſible, 
they puſhed forward into the lagune, to ſhelter 
themſelves from the gun-ſhot, till the enemy 
ſhould diiperſe, or the vigilance of their own 
people ſhould be exerted for their relief. 'Two 
days, however, and three nights elapſed, before 
they received any aſſiſtance: at length Captain 
ownley, ſuſpecting ſome diſaſter bad befallen 
them, manned his canoes, and repulſing the Spa- 
mards who were poſted on the rocks, opened the 
lufferers a free paſſage into the ſea. 
e The joy of theſe unfortunate men was the great- 
ks Mer, as the pains of the wounded now became in- 
Mupportable; and had not relief ſo providentially 
arrived, it was impoſſible they could have long 
ndured the agony they had ſo long ſuffered. 

Having ſteered weſtward by a rock called the 
Ugatroſs, they perceived that the Spaniards had 
Den up a breaſt-work at a little diſtance, de- 
ended by two hundred ſoldiers. The Engliſh, 
owever, landed and forced them to fly with lit- 
le oppoſition. Here they found a conſiderable 
jantity of ſalt, which had been collected for 
wing the fiſh caught in the bay. 

About three leagues diſtance from the mouth 
{ the river, they came to a houſe, in which they 
bund a mulatto, who engaged to conduct them 
p the ſtream, to a place where they might find 
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plenty of cattle and maize; and farther inform 
ed them, that a large ſhip lay at Acapulco which 
| had lately come from Luna. Captain 'Townley, 
wiſhing to poſſeſs a better ſhip than that in 
which he ſailed, propoſed cutting her out of the 
harbour; and in ſpite of Captain Swan's remon- 
ſtrances, who ſet before him the difficulty and 
the danger of the attempt, and the neceſſity they 
were under of ſecuring a ſupply of proviſions, 
which were now within their graſp, carried his 
Point ; and the canoes were manned for the ex: 
pedition. 

The captain accordingly embarked with one 
hundred and forty men, and a number of canoes, 
with an intention of taking the ſhip by ſurprize; 
but he had not proceeded far before he was over: 
taken by a terrible tornado. Eſcaping the dan 

gers of this ſtorm, they took ſhelter in Port Mar: 
quis, about a league from Acapulco, where the 
ſaid to refit their furniture and dreſs ; and the 
ſucceeding night, rowed ſoftly into the harbour 
of Acapulco. 

'The port of Acapulco i is rendered confpici 
by three hills: the middlemoſt is of a conical 
form, and the moſt weſterly of the other two 
has two hillocks on its top. This town lies in 
17 deg. north latitude, and carries on an extenſive 

trade to Lima and the Eaſt Indies. 
 _Townley, in order to eſcape detection, orderel 

his men to haul in their oars, and paddled fofty 
by the caſtle, then ſtruck over to the town, where 
he found the ſhip riding between the breaſtwork 
| and the fort, about one hundred yards from each. 

In this highly dangerous ſituation, they begal 
to reflect on the practicability of their deſign; 
aud deſpairing of carrying the ſhip off, the 
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gently rowed backward, till they were out of the 
reach of the fort. They then attempted to land, 
but were repulſed by a company of Spaniards, 
who kept them at bay till day-break. The view 
which was now preſented to them of the town 
and caſtle, convinced that any farther attempt 
muſt be romantically mad; they therefore return- 
ed on board, vexed at the diſappointment, and ex- 
hauſted with hunger and fatigue. 2 

Soon after the ſhips ſailed from Acapulco; and 
continued coaſting along the ſhore to the welt- 
ward. The land, which is low towards the ſea, 
gradually riſes to a great height ; and though an- 


chorage is good, it appeared extremely perilous 


to land. 
Coaſting along, they came to a ſmall river, at 


| the entrance of which one hundred and ſev enty 


men were diſpatched, under the guidance of an 
old mulatto woman, to a farm-houſe, where they 
had the good fortune to find ſixty mules, laden 


with flour, cheeſe, and chocolate. They alſo ſe- 


cured ſome oxen and eighteen cows, which they 
killed and conveyed on board. This proved a 
moſt ſeaſonable ſupply; and enabled them to 
turn their thoughts to farther adventures. They 
now diſmiſſed their guide with ſome preſents, for 
which ſhe was very thankful ; but they leſſened 
the merit of their generoſity, by carrying off one 
of her children, about eight years of age, in ſpite 
of her tears and entreaties, which might have 


melted the moſt obdurate hearts, even in favour 


of an enemy. It is, however, but juſtice to Cap- 


tain Swan, who detained the boy, to ſay, that 


he behaved to him like a kind maſter, 
Holding on their courſe, they came in fight of 


the Volcano of Colima, in latitude 15 deg. 56 


K 2 ö min. 
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min. north. At the baſe of this burning moun- 
tain, lies a town of the ſame name; and all the 
furrounding country, according to the Spaniſh 
deſcription, is eminently beautiful. The ſurf, 
hawever, was too violent to permit the bucca- 
neers to land at this place; and 88 proceeded 
directly to Sallagua. 

Here two hundred men 1e and engaged 
and defeated a body of Spaniards. Proceeding 
farther up the country, they were informed that 
the road they had taken led to the city of Oar- 
rah, and that the party they had beaten were ſent 
to eſcort ſome paſſengers from India, who were 
expected to land from a Manilla thip. This in- 


_ telligence made them haſten their departure, in 


order to watch a prize of ſuch magnitude. 
Buoyed up with hopes, they ſteered for Cape 
Corientes, which they reached without any par- 
ticular occurrence on the 11th of December. 
During this run, Dampier was afflicted with a 


dropſy and an ague, which it is ſaid are endemi- 


cal on the coaſt. *Meanwhile provifions began to 
grow ſcarce, and Captain Townley's bark was 
ſent to examine the coaſt to the weſtward of the 
Cape; but returned in a few days withont any 


ſucceſs or intelligence, that could lead them to 
_ indulge favonrable expectations. 


They now failed for the Iſland of Chametly, 
about eighteen leagues to the eaſtward. Here 
they caught a number of rock fiſh; and Captain 
Swan returned to his ſtation off the Cape ; hav- 
ing firſt diſpatched fixty men to a village in 
The canoes returning on 
Chriſtmas eve, reported that the they had rowed 
to the Bay of Valderas, where they found a 
beautiful and fertile country ; that they had at- 
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tempted to ſeize ſome cattle, feeding in the ſa- 
vannas, which had brought on a ſkirmiſh with 
a body of Spaniards. Theſe they repulſed, but 
with the loſs of four men killed and two wound- 
ed; which fatal encounter prevented them from 
any farther attempt. An adjacent wood afford- 
ed them ſecurity, from the Spaniſh troops, or the 
loſs might have been more conſiderable, as the 
force was very diſproportionate. How wy 
ſpent the Chriſtmas feſtival, we are not told: 

is, however, improbable that they i ir dulge 
in much exceſs, as their ſtores were almoſt too 
low for ordinary ſubſiſtence. 

On the 28th Captain Townley, who had failed 
with fixty men, to attack an Indian village, re- 
turned on board, with a moderate ſupply of 
maize. 

They continued cruiſing in the vicinity of 
Cape Corientes, till the 1ſt of January, when 
their ſtock of proviſions being quite exhauſted, 
they ſteered to the Valley of V alderas, to procure 
tome cattle, Next day they landed; and divid- 
ing into two bodies, one kept w atch while the 
other ſeized and killed the cattle; and meeting 
with no interruption, within five days they had 
ſalted beef enough for two months proviſion. 
This ſpace, however, Dampier obſerves, they 
ſhould have rather ſpent on the look-out, had 
they properly conſidered the nature of their en- 
terpriſe; and to their negligence, in this reſpect, 
he aſcribes the failure of the plan, The Manil- 
la ſhip paſſed by them to the eaſtward, while 
they were employed in the poor purſuit of a few 
oxen ; and thus this great and valuable prize 
was loſt, 


K 8 : Every 


— — a — —— ———_ — 


* — 2 * 
— — —— a oe ee 


= — 


— — 


— 


—ͤ—ũ—-4—— ett — — — — 


-—_ 


— r . a 
_ — . 2 — 


— 
=o. — 


> — . CO. - 
* L -_ — * 
_ s 4 — SO eons. we. — — — 
. 


4 
— — 


— * * e * "RT 8 a - er rr. 2 re , egy — 
: . " , * N 1 ena wy Wy , N 
N ö * 9 * 1 ye he” Rites N ad * Nr n 
* 


102 DAMPIERS VOYAGES. 
Every diſappointment laid the foundation of 
new animofity among this diſcordant party, 
Another ſeparation in conſequence took place. 
Captain Townley reſolved to ſteer eaſtward, and 
took with him a Moſquito chief, and three of 
his people, with a view of landing them on ſome 
convenient part of the coaſt. Captain Swan, to 
whom Dampier ſtill adhered, intended to hold a 
weſtern courſe. i = 
On the 14th, Swan came in fight of a ſmall 
white rock, in latitude 21 deg. 15 min. north, 
which, at a diſtance, exhibited the appearance 
of a ſhip under fail. From this ſpot the land 
trended to the north, the ſea tumbling in with 
ſuch violence from the ſhore, that a landing was 
impracticable, though there was good anchorage. 
The Chametly Iſlands, near which they were 
now failing, are fix in number, and are different 
from thoſe previouſly mentioned on the eaſt fide 
of Cape Corientes. They lie a little within the 
tropic of cancer, and are not more than three 
leagues diſtant from the main. Theſe iſlands 
produce a fruit known by the appellation of the 
penguin, of which are two varieties, the yellow 
and the red. The red penguin reſembles a nine- 
pin in ſhape; but is no larger than an onion. 
It has no ſtem, but grows immediately out of 
the ground; ſixty or ſeventy ſometimes riſing in 
one cluſter, encompaſſed with prickly leaves, 
about eighteen inches in height. The yellow 
penguin grows on a ſtem about the thickneſs of 
a man's arm, which riſes a foot from the ground, 
and throws out leaves fix inches long, and one 
broad. The fruit grows in cluſters on the top of 
the ſtalk, about the ſize of a pullet's egg. The 
rind 1s pretty thick, and the pulp, which has an 
1 0 | exquiſite 
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exquiſite flavour, is full of minute, black ſeeds. 
Theſe are reckoned very wholeſome, in mode- 
rate quantities; but eaten töo freely, they have 
a heating effect. In the Bay of Campeachy, it is 
almoſt impoſſible to traverſe' the N on ac- 
count of their prickly leaves. 

paſſing from theſe iſtahds, Captain Swan; with 
one hundred and fifty "men, in twelve canoes, 
entered the Lake of Rio de Sal, to the north-weſt, 
He landed ſome men'ft a grazing farm, where 
they wounded and ſecured an Indian, who, be- 
ing brought on board, informed them there Was 
an Indian town about four leagues diſtaut, in 
the neighbourhood of w A catile ted in abun- 
dance. 

Depending on this intelligence; and ſuſpecting 
fer impediments by the way, they prepared to 
ſet out for the place deſeribed; but they had not 
proceeded far, before they were attacked by # 
roop of Spaniſh horſe. Theſe they defeated ; 
but, when open force did not ſuit the enemy, 
hey practiſed ſuch ſtratagems, as much annoyed 
he invaders. Their way lay through a country 
overed with graſs of an amaſing height, to 
rhich the Spaniards ſet fire, and it was not 
rithout much hazard, that the conquerors eſcap- 
d being devoured by the raging element that 
very where ſurrounded them. 
Meanwhile their oppoſers had leifure to re- 
ollect themſelves, and to concert meaſures for a 
pore effectual reſiſtance. This they endeavour- 


„ + to put in execution at a village, towards 
e Which the Engliſh advanced next day, and 
f Wound it garriſoned. But a want of fire arms 
e Inong the Spaniards, and the remembrance of 
in Peir recent defeat, had ſuch an effect upon 
te 5 them. 
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them, that, after a feeble reſiſtance, and the loſ 
of ſome of their officers, they again fled, leay- 
ing the buccaneers maſter, of the place. In this 
ſecond encounter, one man was killed, and the 
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They here received information of two rich 
gold mines, at the diſtance of a few leagues; 


but they were in ſuch want of proviſions, that 


they preferred plundering the village and fecur: On 
ing ſtores, to the golden harveſt "that invited Wet ou 
them. his ut 
On the 2d of February, the captain, with is m 
eighty men, made another excurſion to the River Hlund 
Roſario, at the entrance. of which he landed; Ne at! 
and having marched to an Indian town, carr y Cre\ 
off a confideradle quantity of maize and other Herent 
proviſions; but made no advances towards the Wiſemb 
mines; though it ſeems they were in the imm Wot be 
diate vicinity. | unde 
Next day the ſhips came to an anchor at the Mett in 
mouth of the river; and the ſtock of proviſion ualion 
being ſtill very inſufficient for the numbers ail on 
board, with the fingle exception of beef, a par-W The 
2 was diſpatched on the 8th, in ſearch of Olet-Warty « 
ta River; but they ſoon returned without effet Haded 
ing any thing of importance. mbufl 
They next ſailed for the River St. Jago, f mu 


which fer enty men proceeded, to examine th be utn 


creeks and inlets, and to procure intelligence fore 
lative to the ſtate of the environs. arty, : 
This party, having captured an Indian as helteri. 
was watching a field of maize, learned fron This 
him, that they were near the town of Santa dead] 
Pecaque, where, he ſaid, proviſions were plenty; Wie 8. 
and offered to be their conductor thither. M tory 
conſequence of this, one hundred and forty mange t! 
l 
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in canoes, were ſent off, under the Indian 
guide, and the fame night landed near the town, 
about five leagues up the river. Next morning 
they entered it, and found it entirely deſerted ; 
but diſpatched meſſengers to their captain, to 
acquaint him that, in regard to proviſions, they 
were likely to be ſucceſsful beyond their origi- 
nal hopes. | 
On hearing this agreeabli news, the captain 
ſet out to Join them, and on his arrival exerted 
his utmoſt endeavours to preſerve order among 
his men; who now giving themſelves up to 
lunder, ſeemed to forget that an enemy might 
de at hand. Nay, ſo infatuated was this unru- 
y crew, that though they had heard, from dif- 
erent quarters, that one thouſand men were 
aſſembled, and ready to fall on them, they could 
ot be induced to deſiſt from a return to the 
under, while a fingle load of proviſions was 
eftin the town ; neither could authority nor per- 
uafion keep them in a collective body, or pre- 
ail on them to march in order. 

The event may naturally be expected. A 
party of fifty of theſe marauders, with as many 
aded beaſts, proceeding in a line, fell into an 
mbuth, laid for them by the enemy. The report 
k mulketry being heard, Captain Swan made 
he utmoſt ſpeed to reach the place of action; but 
fore he could arrive, he found this unfortunate 
arty, ſtripped of their arms and plunder, and 
eltering in their blood. 

This ſcene ſtruck him with horror, and threw 
deadly damp on the ſpirits of the ſurvivors. 
he Spaniards, it is probable, purchaſed' this 
ictory dear, or at leaſt were ſatisfied with the re- 
enge they had obtained: they retired from the 
feld 
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field of battle, and ſuffered the remainder of the 
buccaneers to repair to the ſhips without mo- 
leſtation. 

St. Pecaque, near which this diſaſter befel the 


followers of Swan, is ſituated on a ſpacious plain, 


adjoining a wood, and is adorned with a ſquare 
in the centre, in which the houſes are not inele- 
gantly built. The town was but ſmall ; how- 
ever, it had two churches; and at that time was 
reputed to contain about ſeventy white families 
conſtantly refident, beſides thoſe who Seen 
reſorted to it from other quarters. 

The late check, ſo effectually curbed the dar 
ing ſpirit of the buccaneers, that they did not 
think it ſafe to attempt any thing farther on this 
coaſt, They therefore determined to leave the 
ſcene of diſgrace and diſappointment as early as 
poſlible, and to ſteer their courſe for Cape vt, 
Lucar, on the Ifland of California. However, 
they were prevented from making the intended 
port, and forced to put in at the Maria Iflands, 
about forty leagues diſtant from Cape St. Lucar, 

Here Dampicr, who had long been ill of tx 
dropſy, was buryed, about half an hour, up to 
the neck in the warm ſand, which threw hm 
into a moſt profuſe ſweat, By uſing proper pte. 
cautions to keep up the perſpiration, after he 
was taken out of the ſand, his health was ſoon 
confiderably mended. 
mode of cure may appear, it is frequently em- 
ployed ! in various marine diſeaſes, The ſcuryy d 
often relieved by it; and, for dropſical affections, 
it is almoſt reckoned a ſpecific. 

When the buccaneers arrived here, they at 
firſt ſubſiſted on ſeals; but in a few days welt 
ſupplicd with turtle, rabbits, and pigeons; re 
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while the crew was employed in careening the 
ſhip, the officers were buſied in examining the 
ſtores, as Captain Swan declared his deſign of 
returning to Europe by the way of the Eaſt 
Indies. 

This declaration was received with mingled 
applauſe and diſapprobation. Some loudly con- 
demned the meaſure, and magnified all the dif- 
ficulties with which it was likely to be attended: 
others faintly approved of the ſcheme, but were 
terrified when they reflected on the length of 
the voyage and the ſcantineſs of their ſtores. 
On a fair calculation, they had proviſions for no 
more than fixty days on board; and, from Cape 
Corientes to the neareſt land, the Iſle of Guam, 
was accounted ſeven thouſand miles. 

Theſe were circumſtances of ſerious reflection; 
however, Captain Swan, holding out the lure of 
their being able to intercept the Manilla thip, 
and thus gain a compenſation for all their toils, 
gradually turned the minds of all to his original 
views; and they cheerfully ſet about making the 
requiſite preparations, 

All things being ready, the Cygnet, Captain 
Swan, with one hundred men; and the bark, 
Captain Teat, with fifty, took their departure 
from Cape Corientes on the 31ſt of March, 
1686. By next day, at noon, they were wafted, 
by variable winds, to the diſtance of thirty 
leagues from the Cape; and ſoon after, being 
carried into the courſe of a wind, blowing ſtea- 
dily from the ENE. point, they made a rapid 
progreſs; and every thing ſeemed propitious to 
their withes. However, after ſailing about three 
weeks, in which ſpace they had no view of any 
land, the Mariners began to be impatient and 
diſſatisfied; 
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diſſatisfied ; and inſiſted on having their alloy 
ance increaſed. 

This requiſition Captain Swan was obliged 
to comply with, notwithſtanding he was contei- 
ous of its imprudence. For, thould the wind 
change, or any other cauſe of delay take place, 
he well knew they muſt be reduced to the laſt 
_ diſtreſs, or even periſh with hunger. But it was 
impoſſible to reaſon with ſuch a crew, and dan- 
gerous to attempt it. Indeed, ſmall was the en- 
larged allowance: it was no more than ten 
ſpoonfuls of maize a day for each man. 

It is recorded, that ſome of them ſhewed an 
extraordinary degree of abſtemioutneſs in drink- 
ing; ſeveral refrained entirely from liquids for 
the ſpace of a week ; and one man did not drink 
in ſeventcen days, and then ſaid, he felt no par- 
ticular defire, So moderate are the real wants 
of nature, did not the habit of indulgence render 
us craving and diſcontented | 

'The ſpare diet, to which the crew ſo 1 
tantly ſubmitted, had a ſalutary effect on ſome 

who were labouring under previous diſeaſe. 
Dampiers health was completely re-eſtabliſhed 
by it. He was not, however, one of thoſe who 
could ſubſiſt without drink; which, it indeed 
appears marvellous that any one could, in ſuch 
latitudes; he drank thrice a day, and yet got 
entirely cured of his dropfical affection. 
During this run, Captain Swan exhibited an 
_ Inſtance of ſeverity which in every view appears 
irreconeileable to his purſuits, He ordered one 
of the mariners, convicted of a petty theft, to 
receive three laſhes from every perſon on board, 
bimſelf ſetting the firſt example. Little did he 
couſider, when he inflicted this puniſhment, 
1 Hua 
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how much greater his own demerits were; but 
the petty plunderer is ſure to ſuffer, while the 
exalted robber plumes himſelf on his reſolution 
and ſuccels, EE „ 
From the whole of Swan's conduct, however, 
we are led to believe, that the profeſſion of a 
buccaneer was accidently taken up, and never 
highly reliſhed. As to his general behaviour 
to his crew, it appears to have been dictated b 
a ſpirit of diſcontent, ariſing from the diſagreea- 
ble circumſtances, in which he found himſelf 
involved, with a headſtrong and ungovernable 
body of men, intent only on plunder, and prone 
to every vice. There are gradations in crimes; and 
the moſt hardened by nature cannot at once arrive 
at the acme of inſenſibility. Swan was brought 
up to honourable traffic; and had fortune been 
propitious, it is probable he never would have 
deſerted the path of integrity! Circumſtances 
influence the beſt of us; and charity ſhould 
prompt us to believe, that few are voluntarily 
diſhoneſt. | 5 

To appeaſe the murmurings of his people, Swan 
had endeavoured to perſuade them that, though 
it was upwards of ſeven thouſand leagues, by 
the Spaniſh reckoning, from Cape Corientes to 
Guam, yet it might be run in fifty days; and 
he inſtanced the voyages of Drake and Caven- 
diſh, which had been performed in that, time, 
This, however, was only a temporary expedient 
to prevent tumult ; for when they found that, in 
their long courſe, they ſaw neither land nor ani- 
mal, they became abſolutely mutinous, and 


threw out the moſt bitter invectiyes againſt their 
commander, 


Vor. III. L Swan 
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Swan tried to pacify them by every palliating 
argument in his power; and as the breeze conti- 
nued favourable, he encouraged them to hope 
that their hardihips would ſoon come to an end, 
On the 18th of May, ſome rain having fallen, 
and the clouds appearing to ſettle in the welt, | 
gave them the reaſonable proſpect of nearing the es 
land. 3 15 5 | Ho 
At this time, Captain Teat, in the bark, he- date! 
ing conſiderably ahead, ran over a ſhoal with. 
four fathoms water over it; and having paſſel en 
it in ſafety, he lay by to inform Swan of what ſt: 
he had obſerved. After a ſhort conſultation, WP?! 
they reſolved now to ſteer directly north, n. 


with 
the C 
nate 
and t 
ly in 


hopes of reaching Guam, which, according were 
the Spaniſh charts, lay nearly in the Jatitude but t 
they were in. In a ſhort time, to their great f. Pe 
tisfaction and Joy, they came in fight of the To 
Iſland of Guam, diſtant about eight leagues; and with 
happy was it for us, fays Dampier, that we of th 
reached this ſpot ſo opportunely, as we had nog ſup 


ſatisfa 
to ſen 
at the 
India 
the in 


only three days proviſions left; and in caſe of 
their being quite exhauſted, 1t was the determin- 
ation of the crew, as I was afterwards informed, 
to kill Captain Swan and eat him firſt, and all 
who were acceſſary to this voyage, in rotation, 


Such was the ſavage diſpoſition of theſe men, WI 
whofe uniform behaviour was ſufficient to ſouſſſÞ®®- t! 
the mildeſt temper. But though Swan eſcaped ed to 
this impending danger, the ſame unruly ſet a, { 
terwards abandoned him to his fate, as the ſequel ot the 
will ſhew. ul his 

The Ifle of Guam, which Dampier places it 58 
13 deg. 21 min. north latitude, is about thirty. he 
fix miles long, and twelve broad. It had a Spi - 1 
niſh fort, mounting ſix guns, and garriſons th 


witl din a 


1 
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with between twenty and thirty ſoldiers, under 
the command of a governor and ſome 105ordi- 
nate officers. They found the climate healthy ; 
and the natives active and ingenious, particular- 
hy in the ſtructure of boats, which failed with 
amazing fleetneſs. 

Captain Swan having caft anchor, was imme- 
diately viſited by a Spaniſh friar and three Indi- 
ans. Theſe being hoſpitably entertained, were 
given to underſtand, that the Engliſh came 
thither in a friendly manner, to purchaſe 
proviſions, for which they would honourably 
pay. The friar informed them, that proviſions 
were rather ſcarce at that time on the iſland; 
but that the governor would do the beſt in his 
power to accommodate them. 

To him, therefore, they diſpatched a letter 
vich ſome preſents; and in the meanwhile one 
of the ſhip's boats returned from the ſhore with 
a ſupply of cocoa-nuts, which gave them much 
ſatisfaction. The governor did not long del:y_ 
to ſend them fix hogs and a quantity of melons : 
at the ſame time, he gave directions to the 
Indians to affiſt them in fiſhing, and collecting 
the indigenous fruits. 

While this ee intercairſs was Carrying 
on, the Manilla ſhip coming in fight, was warn- 
ed to bear away, in doing which-ſhe {truck up- 
on a ſhoal, and might have fallen into the hands 
of theſe adventure rs, had not Swan employed 
al his addreſs to diſſuade them from the enter- 
priſe, 

They remained at Guam for ſome days, occu- 
ed in harmleſs traffic for proviſions. On the 
50th of that month, the governor tent the cap- 
ain a jar of bread made of fine flour, two Jars 
e of 
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of pickled mangoes, ſome hogs, and a quantity 


of rice. In return, he received ſome ammunni- 


tion, and a fine Engliſh dog, to which he had 
taken a particular fancy. Swan was likewiſe 


defirous of obtaining the governor's letter to the 
merchants of Manilla, to open a trade; but this 


_ circumſtance he ftudiouſly concealed from hi 


men. I 

The friar, who had acted a moſt friendly pat 
by thuſe adventurers, whoſe real profeſſion was 
unknown here, was preſented with an aſtrolabe, 
a teleſcope, and a braſs clock, for which be 


made Swan a, remuneration in hogs, potatoes, 


and tobacco. 5 
The veſſels being plentifully ſupplied with 
ſuch products as the iſland afforded, they {et 
ſail for Mindanao on the 2d of June. Being ig: 
norant on which fide of the iſland the principal 


ton was fituated, they coaſted round for {ome 


time before they came to an anchor, which, as 


- ſoon as they had done, they ſaluted with ſeven 


guns, and were anſwered with three from the 
ſhore. | | 

A rajah, and one of the emperor's ſons coming 
on board, demanded their country ; and, on being 
informed they were Engliſh, bid them welcome; 
and enquired if it was their intention to eſtabliſh 
a factory. This, at firſt, ſurpriſed Captain Swan; 
bug be afterwards learned, that an Eaſt India of- 
ficer had formerly been there with propoſals df 


that kind. . 


While they lay before Mindanao, the prince 
of one of the neighbouring iſlands privately dif 
patched his nephew to Captain Swan, with over 
tures of a friendly reception in his dominion, 
ſhould he be inclined to ſettle there. Little regard 

however, 
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however, ſeems to have been paid to this propoſal. 
Meanwhile it was forcſeen, that the weſterly mon- 
ſoon, which was ſpeedily approaching, would 
oblige them to continue in port, Thus fituated, 
Captain Swan laid afide all thoughts of conti- 
nuing his piratical depredations; and endea- 
roured to ingratiate himſelf with the Sultan of 
Mindanao, to whom he made liberal preſents, 
and at the ſame time had the policy not to over- 
look his miniſters. | | 

Theſe civilities had the deſired effect. After 
ſome preliminary negotiation, Captain Swan 
was invited on ſhore; and by means of a Spa- 
niſh interpreter, held a long converſation with 
the king, who once more deſired to know whe- 
ther the Engliſh were come to ſettle there, in 
conformity to letters he had received from the 
Faſt India Company. The captain entertained 
the ſultan with an enumeration of ſuch of his 
principal adventures as he thought proper to 
diſcloſe; and, on the other hand, the ſovereign 
deſcanted on the riches and produce of his coun- 
UF. 6 

After the interview was ended, Captain Swan 
was entertained by the ſultan's uncle, at a ban- 
quet, conſiſting of boiled rice, fiſh, and fowls. 
In order to evince this prince's regard for the cap- 
tain, he informed him, that a ſervant, belonging 
to a Captain Goodluck, having robbed his maſ- 
ter, and abſconded, was now ready to be deli- 


vered up to be puniſhed as the laws of England 


directed. But Captain Swan gave the rajah to 
underſtand that, in his country, none but the 
injured party could proſecute the criminal ; and, 
as the man had committed no offence againſt 
him, he could take no cognizance of his crime. 

L'3 | This 
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This equitable code of laws, aſtoniſhed the Indi- 
an prince; but, to prove that, in Mindanao, ſuch 
practices would meet with no protection, he or- 
dered the poor fellow to be ſtripped ſtark naked, 
and tied to a poſt, where he was expoſed a whole 
day to the burning ſun; while the muſquetoes 
inceſſantly tormented him, without the polbbi- 
lity of his being able to bruſh them off. 
This condeſcenſion, though it was not defired 
by Captain Swan, was followed by a ſimilar offer 
from him, of delivering up any of his men who 
ſhould tranſgreſs the laws of the country; but 
the rajah defired he would execute puniſhment 
on them himſelf; and it ſeems the power could 
not have been delegated to a more ſevere judge. 
On the leaſt complaint, Swan puniſhed his men 
with a harſhneſs that bordered on revenge. 
Among thoſe who felt the effects of his rage was 
Captain Teat, the commander of the bark. 
Others who had offended him, at any former 
period, he now remembered ; and, while he re- 
ceived the ſanction of the natives, he alienated 
the affection of his own people. 
The chiefs of the iſland ſhewed every teſti- 
mony of partiality to Swan; and the water now 
running low, a number of the natives were or- 
dered to aſſiſt him in floating his ſhip up the 
river, where ſhe might be moored in ſecurity. 
The inhabitants of the country were well re- 
ceived on board; and the Engliſh, in return, 
were invited on ſhore, where they ſoon formed 
connections with the beſt families of the iſland. 
| Being well ſupplied with money, they intrigued 
with the females, who freely ſet their favours to 
ſale; and ditji; ated, in extravagance and de- 
baucher), 
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bauchery, the plunder they had brought from 
the American ſhores. | 

The captain himſelf, either connived at, or 
encouraged the ſhameful exceſſes of his men; 
and as the ſultan's palace, and that of Rajah 
Laut, his uncle, were conſtantly open to him, 
he carried with him ſome of the loweſt of his 
followers, whom he thought partial to him; and 
and allowed them to partake of all the dainties 
which were provided for himſelf. 

The feaſt of the Ramadam, or Lent, being now ob- 
ſerved, ſome apologies were made to the captain for 
a ſuſpenſion of the uſual diverſions of the coun- 
try; in which they wiſhed him to join, as ſoon 
as the Mahometan rites permitted the indulg- 
ence, S | x; 

The expected rains began to fall in the month 
of Auguſt, attended with ſtormy weather. The 
river ſwelled to an aſtoniſhing height, and largs 
trees, frequently drifting down upon the veſſels, 
expoſed them to perpetual danger. Buſineſs, as 
well as pleaſure, was at an end; and as the 
city was quite overflowed, all communication 
between the houſes was ſtopped. However, 
che town being built upon poſts, which allow- 
ed a free courſe to the water, no danger was ap- 

2 Wprehended from this annual viſitation. DT. 

The Ramadam being paſt, and the floods ſub- 
- Widing, Rajah Laut entertained Captain Swan 
„Nvith a diſplay of ſome of the Mindanaoeſe dances; 
d which were performed to vocal muſic, in a ſtyle 
ſingularly fantaſtic, In order to return this 
flattering compliment, Captain Swan, who took 
every method of ſupporting his own conſequence 
in the eyes of theſe iſlanders, gave them a dance 
after the Engliſh taſte; to which the ſultan, 


the 
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the chiefs, and their women, were invited, The 
ball-room, where they were received, was hung 
with filk on the occaſion, adorned with gold and 
filver lace, and ſplendidly illuminated, Which 
at once gratified and aſtoniſhed the funple na- 
tives. 

The dancing being ended, they ſtill ſhewed a 
reluctance to withdraw, though their appetite, 
as well as their ſight, had been feaſted with all 
the luxuries that could be procured. It was near 
day-break when the ſultan retired ; and his 
women were ſtill unwilling to accompany him, 
Rajah Laut, and his female train, prolonged 
their ſtay; and, notwithſtanding the prohibition 
of their prophet, thewed no averſion to the juice 
of the grape. 

Of all the Engliſh Jancers, the performance 
of one, who had learned to dance hornpipes in a 
low ſtyle, was moſt admired among the natives, 
The rajah was ſo pleaſed with his agility and 
humour, that he made ſome enquiries into his 
condition; and, as nothing is eafier than to al- 
ſume conſequence, where there is no danger of 
detection, he was informed, that this perfonage 
was an Engliſh nobleman, and that all the reſt 
were gentlemen of the ſame country, who tra- 
velled merely for their diverſion. 

Captain Swan, being privy to this impoſi- 
tion, and perhaps dreading its conſequences, did 
not try to turn it off with an air of zocularity; 
but, to ſupport his own imaginary dignity, exhi- 
bited another inſtance of ill-timed ſeverity. He 
cautcd the poor fellow, who was ignorant of the 
manner in which he had been deſcribed to the 
rajah, to be ſtripped of all his finery, and crucll 
Balted. 

Rajab 


migh 
Was I 
ticul: 
dang 

It 


DAMPIER'S. VOYAGES, 17 


Rajah Laut, who had taken particular pains 
to make himſelf regarded as the firm friend of the 
Engliſh, began to diſcover ſome ſymptoms of 
his infincerity, when they were preparing to de- 
part. On examining the ſtate. of the veſſels, it 
was found that the bottom of the bark was quite 
honeycombed by worms, and unfit for ſervice : 
the ſhip, being ſheathed, had only her falſe bot- 
tom deſtroyed. | | Rs . 

Under theſe circumſtances, application was 
made to their friend, the rajah, for planks to re- 
new the ſheathing of the ſhip, who, coming 
down to view her, but ill diſſembled his diſap- 
pointment, at finding ſhe was ſo eaſily ſuſceptible 
of repairs; obſerving, that this was the firſt veſ- 
ſe] he had ſeen with a double bottom. _ 
| This gave occaſion to ſuſpect, that he wiſhed 
both the ſhips had been rendered unſerviceable, 
Das had happened to a Dutch veſſel; that he 
might have obtained the guns. This ſuſpicion 
vas now confirmed by other recollections; par- 
. ticularly by his never appriſing Captain Swan of a 
danger with which he could not be unacquainted. 
0 It was about the middle of November, that 
| {MW theſe adventurers began think of refitting their 
ihips, and of putting the neceſſary ſtores on 
board, The whole month of December was oc- 
cupied in this work : in the beginning of Janu- 
ary, they began to take in water. ve 

They next began to turn their attention to 
ſupplies for their voyage; and Rajah Laut was 


liberal in his profeſſions of furniſhing them with 
he Ml buffaloes. _ | 
be Theſe animals being wild, he pretended, day 


by day, to take his men out to hunt them; but 
he conſtantly returned with excuſes for his want 


of 
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of ſucceſs. Nor did Captain Swan ſeem eaget BY 
to ſail. He ſuffered himſelf to be amuſed by his WM him. 
friends on ſhore ; till having got poſſeſſion of his 1 
lead, iron, and ſome gold, for which he was to 1 
be paid in rice and beef, they at laſt threw off re 
the maſk, and told him, that he was ſtill 1 in debt tiny 
for his own and his men's board. ect 
Thus matters were taking a very unfavours- duct, 
ble turn on ſhore, but much worſe on board, Wl nc 
The majority of the crew were eager to purſue ¶ for fe 
their piratical ravages : another party was for BW takin 
returning to their native land, by the moſt im- 
mediate\conveyance ; and a third, having form- W 1... © 
ed ſome connections in the 5 Were 1ndit- forme 
ferent about leaving it. Th 
In this diſcordant ſtate of views and inclina— were 
tions, thoſe who were defirous to return home, of th 
privately purchaſed a veſſel, in which they in- they « 
tended to fail to Borneo, where they expected to prete: 
find an Englith factory. But their deſign being chief 
diſcovered, its patrons were threatened with the 1 ho 
puniſhment due to deſerters. The malecontents, far eg 
who wiſhed to remain in the country, witadrew Wh. te 
themſelves, in hopes of lying concealed ; while ole, 
thoſe, who continued on board the ſhip, regard. On 
leſs of conſequences, increaled their diſorders by Wan 


intoxication. 

All this time, the captain remained on ſhore, 
Repreſentations had been made to him, that, in 
order to ſettle theſe diſturbances, it was now ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to declare himſelf; and it s 
highly probable, that, had he attended to ſuch 
ſuggeſtions, and exerted his good ſenſe, matters 
might ſtill have been brought to a happy iſſue. 
But an infatuation ſeemed to hang over, him: 


he heard of danger, without haſtening to reps 
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At laſt, however, he fixed a day to come on 
xy when all hands were ordered to attend 
* 

In the interval, his gunner being iifpatched 
for ſomething from on board, happened to 
leave the captain's journal expoſed to the ſcru- 
tiny of the ſailors. In this they found a minute 
account had been kept of their mutinous con- 
duct, and of their ſeveral real or imaginary of- 
fences. Diſaffection ſpread from man to man; 
for few eſcaped without ſome cenſure ; and Teat, 
taking advantage of the momentary impulſe, 
I broug cht them to enter into a ſolemn engagement, 
that they would never ſail again under their 
former commander. 

This reſolution being N moſt of them 
were for departing immediately ; ; but as neither 
ef the ſurgeons was on board, next morning 
they diſpatched a meſſenger for one of them, on 
pretence that a man had broken his leg. The 
chief ſurgeon did not attend; but ſent his mate, 
f ho was accompanied by Dampier. Having ſo 
ber effected their purpoſe, they ſent off their ca- 
noe to bring 1 1 all who were ſimilarly in- 
clined. 

On the 13th, in the morning, the day that 
Swan had appointed to return on board, they 
weighed, and fired a gun. The chief mate was 
immediately ordered to go on board, and demand 
the reaſon of this proceeding. The mutinous 
crew ſhewed him the journal ; and heavily com- 
plained of their commander's conduct. The 
mate, however, prevailed on them to admit Cap- 
tain Swan to a hearing, though they all loudly 
declared againſt a reconciliation, 


Swan, 
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' Swan, on receiving this information, became whe! 
timid and irreſolute. His character was naty- Man 
rally di ffident and cloſe : he either feared to truſt maft 
| himſelf among his enraged crew, or di ſdained to piilct 
| apologize to them, However this may be, be bim 
| made no advances to an accommodation, and ac- their 
| cordingly was left in the town, with turty= -fix of TI 
his moſt faithful adherents. to Pl 
| Several had paid the debt of nature on the nilla 
[ ifland, others had deferted ; and with thoſe who WM the © 
Fo were left behind, the company was now reduced on t! 
k from one hundred and fifty to eighty men, ande 
po Theſe ſet ſail on the 14th, without any preciſe WI carec 
| view of future operation; truſting to chance, Ml tie 7 
and ready to embrace any fayourable proſpedt they 
bettering their fortunes. Da 
Being clear of Mindanao, they caſt anchor on i prodr 
the 17th near a ſmall iſland; where they proceed: grow: 
ed to the election of officers. John Read, a na- hic! 
tive of Jamaica, a principal leader in the inſur-· ¶ boilec 

rection againſt their old captain, was promoted r. 
to the chief command, Teat was appointed maſter Du 
and Henry More quarter-maſter. ſuppo 
Proceeding on their voyage, they ſtruck on carrie 
rock, on which they hung for two hours, but MW Vhic! 

being heaved off by the riſing of the tide, eſcaped Pert. 
with no other damage than the loſs of a pant * lis 
of the rudder. Anchoring afterwards near the "gnec 
Hland of Mindera, an Indian canoe came up to the ff 
them, and acquainted them, that if trade was black, 
their object, they might obtain a recommendatory}iſ| Pamp 
letter from a certain friar, which would enſure lie: 
their favourable reception. But an honeſt occu- I terrib! 
pation did not ſuit the taſte of this abandoned this ce 
crew ; they, therefore, declined the friendly How I 
offer, and proceeded on their courſe to Luconia ſection 
| Where Vor 


2 
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where they captured a Spaniſh bark, bound for 
Manilla, laden with rice and cotton cloth. The 
maſter of this veffel had been mate of the Aca- 
pulco ſhip, which paſſed by Guam; and from 
him they learned, by what means ſhe had eſcaped 
their deſigns. | 

This piratical crew now turved their attention 
to Pulo Condore, in order to intercept the Ma- 
nilla ſhip, which generally arrives there about 
the end of May. They caſt anchor at Condore, 
on the conſt of Cambodia, on the 14th of March ; 
and entering a harbour, they ſoon after began to | 
careen their ſhip, in which they were affiſted by 
WHT the natives. They here exchanged rice, of which 
they had a large ſtore, for hogs and turtles, 

Dampier obſerves, that among other ſingular 
productions of the iflands on this coaſt, there 
grows a tree of conſiderable magnitude, from 
which the Indians extract a juice that, when 
„ boiled, poſſeſſes the confilience and qualities of 
d tar. 
r, During their long ſtay at Mindanao, it was 
ſup poſed, that ſeveral of the company had been 
carried off by poiſon ; in the adminiſtering of 
at MW which the Indians are well known to be too ex- 
e pert. At Condore, two men, who had long led 
ma lingering life from the ſame fatal cauſe, re- 
bel bgned their breath; and on being diſſected by 
tq the ſurgeon, their livers were found dry and 
a5 black, tomewhat reſembling pieces of cork, 
ry Dampier imagines, that it was jealouſy which 


are inſtigated the NMindanaoeſe to execute ſuch a 
eu- terrible revenge on ſome of the Eng liſh; and in 
1edl this conjecture, he was, perhaps, perfectly right, 


How many bave fallen victims to a heedleſs con- 
nection with the natives of the eaſt! 
Vor. IH. M Leaving 
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Leaving Condore, they proceeded to Siam on 
the 21ſt of April, being conducted thither hy 
an ancient Indian, well verſed in the Malayan 

tongue. They were only three days on their 
_ paſſage ; but being diſappointed in finding dried 
fiſh, which they expected here, they returned to 
their old ftation at Pulo Condore, In their 
courſe they overtook a Chineſe junk, from which 
they obtained information, that the Engliſh had 
a factory at Silleber, on the Iſland of Sumatra, 

Having reached the place of their deſtination, 
Captain Read, obſerving a Malayan veſſel at an- 
chor within thore, ſent a canoe to gain intelli- 
gence ; at the ſame time cautioning the party, 
not to truſt themſelves with the ſtrangers, but to 


hail them at a diſtance. But theſe refractory peo- 


ple were become as little mindful of their new 
commander's orders, as they had been of thoſe of 
their old. They raſhly ventured on board, unarm- 
ed; and in conſequence of their imprudence, five 
or ſix were immediately diſpatched by the Malay- 
eſe with their ſhort daggers. The reſt leaping into 
the ſea, reached their boat; and among thoſe 
who eſcaped by ſwimming, we are told of one 
Daniel Wallis, who, though he had never learned 
the art, kept up with his companions, and got 
ſafe on board. This affords another inſtance of 
the latent powers of man, which can only be 
called into action by unexpected and prefling 
emergencies. 

The ſargeon being fick, and aſhamed of con- 
ſorting with ſuch a company, went on ſhore at 
this place, with a view of withdrawing himſelf 
from them; but his intention being diſcovered, 
he was purſued and brought back by an armed 
force, 
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They remained here till the 4th of June, being 
detained by bad weather : when having taken on 
board a Malayan Portugueſe, as an interpreter, 
they at laſt weighed w ith an adverſe wind. They 
ſtruggled againſt it for ten days, in hopes of its 
mitting and carrying them to Manilla ; but find- 
ing that it ſtill continued contrary, they directed 
their courſe to Prata, with the idea of fiſhing 
up ſome of the treaſure ſaid to have been loſt in 
ſome Chineſe ſhips, recently caſt away there. 
The wind, however, was ſtill againſt their views 
in this reſpect ; and being driven on the Iſland 
of St. John, on the coaſt of China, they began to 
ſupply themſelves with hogs and buffaloes. 

White they remained at this iſland, ſome of 
the ſhip's company went over to the continent, 
where they found nothing to tempt their avarice, 
or gratify their curiofity, Weighing from St. 
John's, with a gentle gale, on the 3d of July, 
they had every proſpect of a favourable voyage 
but next day one of,the moſt dreadful ftorms be- 
gan, that theſe long-practiſed ady enturers had 
ever witneſſed. | 

This tempeſt increaſed till midnight with 
dreadful fury. At that diſmal hour, the clouds 
burſt in torrents, the thunders rolled in awful 
peals, the lightning flaſhed inceſſantly, and the 
tea itſelf refembled a ſheet of liquid fire, except 
when at {hort intervals the moſt horrid darkneſs 
reſted on its ſurface, Meanwhile, the riſing 
jurges were one moment ready to lift the thip 
to the clouds, the next threatened to plunge her 
for ever in the gulphs beneath. The vettel la- 
boured dreadfully in this tremendous conflict of 
the elements, the rails of the head were carried 
away by a violent ſurge, that likewiſe diſlodged 
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the ſheet anchor, and forced it againſt the om 
which it was expected to penetrate. To prevent 
this fatal diſaſter, they gave up the helm to the 
wind; and ran with amazing rapidity wherever 
the fury of the elements directed. At four in 
the morning, the violence of the tempeſt abated, 
when the ſailors ſaw that well-known meteor, 2 
corpus fant, ſhining like a ſtar at the maſt head, 
from which they draw favourable preſages; but 


had it appeared on the deck, they would have dou 
given up all for loſt, Theſe concluſions, from of 
the different poſitions of the meteor, are, per- rich 
haps, not wholly viſionary: they may be ac- ſwi: 
counted for on philoſophical principles; but diſt 

ſailors, who are generally the moſt ſaperſtitious 4 

of men, never. trouble themielves w ich learned thei 
inveſtigations of truth. cet] 

The gale ſubſided by degrees into a perfect mit 

calm; and at laſt every breath of air died away. The 

But ſtill the heavens preſented a lowering aſpect, of 
preſaging another ſtorm, which accordingly cams gol 

on from the ſouth-weſt, attended with torrents of of 

rain. The ſhip again was driven before the dit] 

winds ; and, for ſeveral hours, the 1kill of the mo! 

mariner was in vain. This ſecond ſtorm having buc 
ſubſided, on referring to their charts, they were cou 

of opinion, that the beſt courſe they could now of 

take would be to ſteer for the Piſcadore Ittands, anc 

q in latitude 23 deg. north. ticl 
. They arrived in fight of theſe iſlands, of which the 
Lt they knew nothing bat the name, on the 20th of dea 
1 July; and were agrecably ſurpriſed to find a fine tio! 
N ſpacious harbour, and a number of junks paſſing res 


144 and repaſſing. As ſoon as they had caſt anchor, 
H a Tartarian officer came to demand their country 
and buſineſs. On being informed that they were 
from England, and in diſtreſs, he intimated that 
they 
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they might be ſupplied with whatever the coun- 
try produced ; but that they muſt not think of 
landing. Accordingly, they were furnithed with 
proviſions from the thore ; and having made the 
governor ſome preſents, in return for his civili- 
ties, they ſet 1ail on the 29th. 
Theſe adventurers then directed their courſe to 
2 cluſter of iſlands, fituated between Formoſa and 
Luconia, for which they ſteered with all the ar- 
dour of expectation, and arrived there on the 2d 
of Auguſt. They found them populous, and 
rich in provifions; particularly in goats and 
ſwine. Captain Read named theſe hitherto un- 
diſtinguiſhed iſlands Baſhee. „ 
The hiſtorian of the voyage informs us, that 
their towns are built on precipices, wholly inac- 
ceſſible, except by ladders, placed at the extre- 
mities of the ttreets, which run in parallel lines. 
The inhabitants were unacquainted with the uſe 


of iron; but had a certain yellow metal, like 


gold, among them, which ſerved as the medium 
of commerce. In a variety of inſtances, they 
ditplayed no ſmall ſhare of ingenuity ; and their 
modes of lite differed from all with whom the 
buccancers had hitherto maintained any inter- 
courſe. They voraciouſly devoured the entrails 
of ſuch animals as the Engliſh dreſſed; and 
and ſhewed a total want of cleanlineſs in the ar- 
ticle of food; nevertheleſs, they were neat in 
their perſons, good natured, and honeſt in their 
dealings; and evinced ſuch a peaceable diſpoſi- 
tion and temper of mind, as prevented them from 
reſenting any affronts offered them by their vi- 
litors, or from ſquabbling with each other. In 
line, they obtained this fingular commendation, 
that no provocation could make them angry, nor 
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any temptation induce them to violate the rules 


of honeſty. Happy people! where are their 


equals to be found ! e 
Theſe hoſpitable people amply ſupplied the 
wants of the buccaneers ; and during the ſpace 
of more than a month, that they continued here, 
nothing but amity and kindneſs were to be ſeen, 
On the 24th of September the Engliſh prepared 
to ſail; but a ſudden tempeſt forced them to cut 
their cables and to put to ſea in the utmoſt con- 
fuſion, leaving fix of their beſt hands on thore. 
During the ſtorm they were driven ff the 
coaſt, and could not regain their ſtation before 
the 1ſt of October. As ſoon, however, as they 
came in fight, the natives brought off the men 


who had been left behind, to whom they had 
They 


behaved with the greateſt attention. 
wiſhed, indeed, to adopt them into their ſociety; 
and made them an offer of wives, land, and 
planters implements, by way of a portion. This 
being rejected, they readily reftored them to their 
companions ; and, as a reward for their kindneſs 
and humanity, received ſome bars of iron, the 
only metal they admired. 5 5 
Tired out with a ſucceſſion of diſaſters, the 
crew became impatient to return; while Read 
and Teat, their two commanders, ſtill wi ſhed for 
an opportunity of improving their fortunes. 

Finding, however, the ſenſe of their company 
againſt remiining longer on theſe coaſts, they 
perſuaded them to forbearance till they ſhould 
reach Cape Comorin, when every men thouid be 
at liberty to follow his own «inclination, 

This propoſul being acceded to, they proceed- 
ed on their voyage, quitting all the golden pro- 
ſpects with which they had once flattered them- 

| ſelves ; 
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ſelves; and anxious only to avoid the Engliſh 
or Dutch ſhips which might caſually be navigat- 
ing thoſe ſeas. With this view they deſerted 
the moſt frequented route, and ſteered to the 
ſouthward, till they came in fight of the Uland 
of St. John, on the coaſt of Mindanao. 
Thus having conducted our adventurers once 
more to the country, where they had abandoned 
their former commander and a party of their 
ſhipmates, we ſhall give a brief ſketch of the 
iſland and the manners of the inhabitants, before 
we proceed with the narrative. _ ” 
Mindanao, though it lies in 7 deg. north lati- 
tude, and conſequently in a warm climate, 1s 
bleſſed with a temperate air, and covered with 
perpetual verdure, and abundant fertility. The 
hills produce gold; the lawns are interſperſed 
with groves, and fruit-bearing trees and ſhrubs; 
and a number of ſtreams at once fertilize and 
adorn this favoured ſpot. „ 
The houſes, as has been already obſerved, are 
all raiſed on poſts, on account of the periodical 
rains. Even the king's palace, though it is ſpa- 
cious, has only one floor, which is twenty feet 
above the level of the ground. The natives are 
pretty ſtrict in the practice of the Mahometan 
rites, obſerving the daily ablutions, and religi- 
ouſly abſtaining from the fleſh of ſwine. Bread, 
fruit, rice, and the ſpontaneous productions of 
the country form their principal diet, Beet and 
| WW poultry are only occafionally uſed. 
| The people, in general, are low in ſtature, and 
of a copper complexion. The women are ſome- 
what fairer than the men; but their noſes being 
ſmall and flat, gives them an unattractive ap- 
-bäearance. They are naturally very 1 
' Eh, ew 
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ſhew a particular predilection for Europeans. 
The higher ranks dreſs in filk and fine calico; 
but the common 'people wear a kind of cloth, 
called ſaggin, manufactured from the bark of the 
plantain tree. - | | 

The artizans in wood, iron, and gold, give no 
contemptible diſplays of their ingenuity, when 
the rudeneſs of their tools is confidered. They 
have neither anvils, planes, nor ſaws; yet, by 
perſeverance, they produce works that would 
aſtoniſh the moſt expert Europeans. 

There is only one moſque in Mindanao, which 
is not much reſorted to, except upon particular 
occaſions. , They notify the hour by a gong, 
which is a vaſt drum placed over a cavity, the 
head of which is covered with braſs. 
ſtrument is watched night and day by a number 
people who relieve each other. They ſtrike it 
with a ſtick loaded with a ball; and the ſound 
produced is loud enough to be heard to the ut- 
moſt limits of the town, „„ 

The Mindanaoeſe uſe the rite of circumciſion, 
This operation is frequently deferred among the 
common people till they are ahout the age ,of 
twelve ; but princes of the royal blood have it 
performed in the moſt ceremonial manner at the 
expiration of eight days. 

The toil produces cloves, nutmegs, oranges, 
plantains, bananas, betel nuts, durians, and co- 
coas, beſides the bread-fruit. Potatoes, yams, 
_ melons, rice, and many other vegetables are cul- 
tivated with facility and ſucceſs, 


Dampier prefers the plantain to all other fruits. 


The tree which produces it is about a foot in 
diameter, and ten or twelve feet in height. The 
fruit grows in cluſters on the top. It has a yel- 
| 5 low 
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low coat when ripe ; and under, a ſubſtance of a 
delicate flavour, which melts in the mouth like 
marmalade. The banana differs little from the 
plantain, except in the inferiority of its fize and 
flavour. 

The natives diſcourage the growth of nutmeg 
and clove trees, for fear of exciting the jealouſy 
of the Europeans, who have monopolized thoſe 
valuable productions, and are eager to poſſeſs 
them. Yet Dampier informs us, that it is uſual, 
in ſome of the adjoining iſlands, to ſee cloves ly- 
ing ſeveral inches thick under the trees at thed- 
ding time. | 

Of the betel nut, all the oriental nations are 
extravagantly fond. It is the fruit of a tree 
growing like a cabbage, to the height of ten 
teet and upwards, without either leaf or branch, 
except at the top, where it ſends forth circular 
ſhoots, producing the fruit in cluſters, on tough 
falks about the fize of a finger. It is larger 
and rounder than a nutmeg, When green, it is 
cut into quarters, and wrapped up in arkca leaf, 
and both chewed together. Its taſte is not very 
© ant It tinges the lips red, and the teeth 

lack 

The durian grows on a tree reſembling the ap- 
ple : it as large as a pompion ; and when ripe, 
opens and emits a flavour like onions. If not 
eaten freſh, it becomes intolerably rank. 

85 To reſume the narrative. While the bucca- 
|- -"y lay in the bay, they received intelligence 
mat Captain Swan, and his adherents, fill re- 
s. Imained at Mindanao, and had acquired great 
glory in the wars of Rajah Laut. The courage 

of Swan had been frequently diſputed by thoſe 
Who had deſerted him : but his reputation here 
1lecms 
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ſeems to eſtabliſh it beyond a doubt. It appears 
that he reſided a long time at Mindanao, and, 
indeed, was forbid leaving the country. Some 
of his party died there: a few obtained a cit- 


cuitous paſſage to Europe. | 

A native prince having promiſed Read a hand- 
ſome gratuity to convey him to his own ifland, 
induced the commander to wait for three days; 
during which ſpace, Dampier, who did not ap- 
prove of the former dereliction of Swan, ſounded 
his companions about his reſtoration. His firſt 
trial gave him hopes of ſucceſs; however, one 
who had been conſulted, betrayed the ſecret be- 
fore it was ripe for being generally divulged ; in 
conſequence of which, Read weighed anchor im- 
mediately, to fruſtrate the projected ſcheme. 
On the 9th of November, they came to St. 
Ubes, in latitude 3 deg. north. Here they found a 
kind of creeping plant, the leaves of which, being 
pounded and mixed with lard, proved a cure for 
ulcers. The crew being apprized of its virtues, 
collected a confiderable quantity of it ; and found 
it afterwards to anſwer their utmoſt expectations. 

Setting ſail to the ſouthward, they met with a 
violent tornado, and ſaw a water-ſpout, the 
danger of which they eſcaped. On the 4th of 
December, they reached the Ifle of Bouton, 
where they obtained permiſſion of the ſovereign 
to purchaſe ſome turtle, that proved very ſervice- 
able. On attempting to weigh from thence, they 
Joſt their anchor, and were obliged to proceed 
without it. — 

In their courſe towards Timor, they paſſed 1 
number of iſlands, the laſt of which was Omba, 
from whence they ſteered ſouthward, with an 
intention of touching at New Holland. 'The 
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fell in with this coaſt on the 4th of January 
1689; but were uncertain, whether it was iſland 
or continent. It was the weſtern ſide on which 
they touched, and the deſcription Dampier gives, 
differs in many reſpects from that of Captain 
Cook, who viſited the eaſtern ſhores of the ſame 
iſland. The ſoil, our author informs us, is dry 
and ſandy, and deſtitute of running water. 
There are various kinds of trees ; but they are 
neither large nor thickly placed, The greateſt 
part of them were dragon trees, which produce 
gum tragacanth. They found no fruit trees, 
They obſerved only one quadruped, about the fize 
of a maſtiff dog. They ſaw few land or ſea 
birds, and none large; and marine animals were 
by no means plentiful, if we except the turtle 
and manatee. 
| The inhabitants appeared the moſt miſerable 
WH people on earth. Without habitations, without 
' WH clothing, withoutany of the conveniences that ren- 
„der life agreeable, they differed only from brutes 
din their forms. They were tall, ſtraight, and thin. 
WH heir limbs were ſmall, their heads large, their 
a forcheads round, and their eye-lids were always 
e halt cloſed. Their noſes were large and ill form- 
oed; their lips full, and their mouths wide. All 
nM of them wanted two foreteeth in the upper jaw; 
20 but whether. this deficiency aroſe from nature or 
art was not aſcertained. They were long viſag- 
ed; had no beards; and, in fine, had not one at- 
active feature. Their complexions were black, 
and their hair curled like that of the negroes. 
Theſe people, we are told, live in companies 
of twenty or thirty, men, women, and children 
together; ſubliſting chiefly on ſea and ſhell fiſh, 
They had no bling inſtruments; but caught 
their 
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their prey by placing wiers acroſs little inlets of 
the ſea, and truſted to the ride to bring them a 
precarious ſupply, which it left within their 
reach. They therefore watched the flux of the 
fea with a ſedulous attention, as its bounty was 
their oniy dependence; for the earth produced 
neither herb, root, pulſe, nor any kind of grain, 

Theſe poor creatures have a ſort of weapons, 
conſiſting of a piece of wood, ſhaped ſomewhat 
like a cutlaſs, and a long ſtraight pole, ſharpened 
at the end by fire. 


1 


With theſe humble inſtru- 
ments of offence, they made a ſhew of reſiſtance; 

but a ſingle gun being fired, drove them in a pa- 
Nic from the ſhore. : 5 


Dampier informs Us, that uninviting as the ap- 


pearance of the natives was, the crew brought 
tome of them to a kind of familiarity, by giving 
them meat. 'This they eagerly devoured ; but 
loſt in ſtupid apathy, they paid no regard to the 
ſhip, nor ſeemed to expreſs that wonder which 
might have been naturally expected from the 
diſplay of to many novelties. Et, 


Here Dampier endeavoured to perſuade the 


men to proceed to ſome Engliſh factory; but 
Read, who appears to have been fond of his un- 
comfortable and inglorious power, threatencd 
him with being turned on ſhore, if he again ſug- 
eſted ſuch a icheme, | 
This coaſt furniſhing no incentive to avarice, 
nor even the means of ſubſiſtence, they left it on 
the 12th of March, intending for the Ifle of Co- 
coas ; but the wind proving unpropitious for their 
deſign, they ſtood for the iſlands to the weſt of Su- 
matra. After touching at an iſland undiſtin- 
guiſhed by any name, where they found ſome re- 
5 freſhmentsj 
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freſhments ; they arrived at Triſte, on the 17th 
of April, and ſupplied themſelves with turtle. 

As they were cruiſing in theſe latitudes, they 
chaſed and took a proa of Achen, laden with co- 
coa-nuts and cocoa-nut oil, with four men on 
board, whom they detained as priſoners. They 
next touched at one of the Nicobar Iſlands, the 
inhabitants of which maintained their indepen- 
dence, trading indiſcriminately with any nation. 
Ambergris and fruit were their principal pro- 
ductions; the former of which they artfully 
adulterate, to increaſe their gains. Fs 

Here Dampier, who had long been diſſatisfied 
with this mode of life, found means to put his 
long-meditated plan in execution, of leaving his 
piratical aſſociates. Indeed, a man of the leaſt 
principle or ſentiment, muſt have felt a conſtant 
reluctance to manners ſo brutal, and to practices 
ſo diſgraceful. Their deſertion of their com- 
mander reflected ſhame on their conduct, which 
was contrary to thoſe principles, that bind even 
the villains of ſociety together. True, indeed, Swan 
did not act prudently, in leaving them ſo long to 
themſelves to cabal and plot miſchief: he might 
not be a very amiable officer ; but on no pretext 
were his crew juſtified for their cruel and daſ- 
tardly deſertion of a man to whom they owed 
ſome duty, and who was rather unfortunate than 
criminal in his connection with them. Dampier 
faw and felt this; but reflecting on his own fitu- 
ation and the diſpoſition of his companions, he 
concluded that it would be no eaſy matter to 
eſcape from their ſociety. However, knowing 


| that he was not very acceptable to. Read, whoſe _ 


conduct he frequently cenſured, and thwarted his 


views, he reſolved to requeſt being ſet on ſhore 
Vol III. 2 at 
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at this iſland, as ſoon as the ſhip was ready to fail; 
Read conſented, rather out of averſion than fa 
your; and our adventurer having quickly colled 
ed all his little property, perſuaded ſome of the, 
crew to row him to land. 

But independent of the anxious defire Dam- 
pier felt to abandon ſuch a company, views of in- 
tereſt were blended with his preſent retolution, 
He found ambergris was plentiful at Nicobar; 
and by ingratiating himfelf with the natives 
and conforming to their modes of life, he hop- 
ed to be able to eftabliſh a lucrative traffic in 
this commodity, and in conſequence to make his 
fortune. Being landed in a ſandy bay, he began 
to congratulate himſelf on being tairly eſcaped 
from his diſagreeable affoctates ; but judge his 
ſurprize, when Teat arrived ſoon after with an 
armed force to fetch him back. 

Dampier was obliged to yield to circumſtances; 
and being again brought on board, he found. 
them all in confuſion. Several others inſiſted on 
being ſet on ſhore; among the reſt was the ſur- haz 
geon, who leaping into the boat with a loaded 
gun in his hand, threatened to diſpatch the firſt Wl 
_ perſon that ſhould attempt to prevent his pur- W= 
poſe. But the value of this gentleman's ſervices 
was too well known, to allow them to part with 
him on ſach eaſy terms. One more reſolute than 
the reſt, at the ritk of his lite, wreſted the gun 
from him; and the ſurgeon was obliged to ſub- 
mit. 
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Howe er, after this tumult ſubſided, Read con- = 
ſentcd again to Dampier's releaſe, together with 
two companions. Four priſoners, taken out of ½% 
the Indian proa, were likewiſe permitted to fol- 
low the fortunes of the three forſaken Englith. 
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Accordingly theſe perſons having aſſociated for 
mutual defence, determined to row to Sumatra, 
at the diſtance of forty leagues, for which pur- 
poſe they purchaſed a canoe of the natives, for a 
hatchet ; and having taken a ſufficient ſtock of 
proviſions on board, they embarked on this ha- 
zardous enterpriſe on the 10th of May, 1689. 

Scarcely had they launched into the deep be- 
fore the canoe overſet. However, being in the 
3 of land, they eſcaped in ſafety by iwim- 

ming. The cheſts and fire-arms were recovered ; | 
and the powder being ſealed up, was preſerved 
from the wet; but the books and papers were 
conſiderably damaged. 

While the Englith were employ ed in drying 
and preſerving the articles which had been! injur- 
ed by the ſalt-water, their Indian companions 
were active in equipping the boat in a ſtyle bet- 
ter adapted for their undertaking. They provid- 
ed a ſtout maſt and ſail; and to preclude the poſ- 
ſibility of the veſſel being again overſet, they 
furniſhed her with outleaguers, a kind of beams 
or poles placed acroſs the body of the canoe, 
which project a yard or two over the fides, and 
are united at the extremities by tranſverſe boards 
joined to the end, which, while they remain firm, 
the boat can neither fink nor overſet. 

Having now fitted out their wherry in the 
moſt complete manner that circumſtances would 
allow them; they next thought of recruiting 
their ſtock of proviſions, In or rder to accompliſh 
this no leſs neceſſary purpoſe, they were obliged 
to have recourſe to a different part of the iſland. 
Here ſome diiputes aroſe from the impolitic con- 
duct of the Engl.ſh towards the natives, which 
Dampicr, by his prudent management, found 

N 2 means 


198 5 
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means to accommodate ; and having put the na- 
tives into good humour, they readily parted with 
a ſhare of their ſupplies. 

On this occaſion Dampier has obſerved, that 
there is no people on earth ſo uncivilized, that he 
ſhould be atraid to face them, unarmed and alone, 
if no previous injury had been done them. An 
European, ſays he, has it always in his power to 
ininuate himſelf into the favour of the moſt ſa- 
vage people, by ſome minute attentions aud ſtu- 
died forms, which habit has rendered familiar to 
him. Even a difplay of the fimple method of 
lighting a match with a flint and ſteel, is ſuffi- 
| cient to captivate the good will of a barbarian, 
The chief danger is from the firſt onſet ; if that 
can be avoided, the moſt ferocious ſavage may 
be brought to a mild and tractable behaviour by 
a flight addreſs. 

Io the general truth of Dampier's obſervations 

we willingly ſubſcribe ; but as there 1s no rule 
without an exception, candour obliges us to con- 
feſs, that there appears to be ſome nations of ſuch 
a ferocious diſpoſition, that neither force nor leni- 
ty can ſubdue them. Beſides, in the contempla- 
tion of ſome people, the very attempt of a ſtranger 
to land on the coaſt will be conſtrued into an in- 
jury, which they may deem it allowable to reſent, 
Different nations have very different ſententi- 
ments in regard to the conduct due to intruders, 
from whatever cauſe or motive. The laws of 
hoſpitality are religiouſly obſerved among ſome 
unpolithed people; among others, every ſtranger 
is conſidered as an enemy. 

However, Dampier ſucceeded ſo far at Nico- 
Dar, as to obtain from the natives, all that the 

natives were capable of lupplying; ; and this bu 
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fineſs being accompliſhed, the party committed 
themſelves to the mercy of the watery element. 

At their firſt ſetting out, the wind was favour- 
able and the weather warm. They proceeded, 
rowing and ſailing alternately; yet after two 
days ſtrenuous exertion, they found themſelves 
only four leagues from Nicobar. On this they 
changed their courſe; but a contrary current 
oppoſing them, they found that they had made 
but little way on the third day. 

Having thus loſt the improvement of the fair 
weather, which attended the commencement of 
their voyage, by ſimilar incidents, on the fourth day 
they were threatened with an approaching ſtorm. 
The wind roſe, the ſky became overcaſt, and a 
halo round the ſun, gave indications of danger, 
Conſulting what was beſt to be done on this 
emergency, they reſolved to furl the fails, and to 
; WI give up the helm to the wind, Theſe prepara- 
tous being made, they waited the impending 
- W fform with anxious apprehenſions. 

. But it was not long before their fears were rea- 
- W ized ; the gale came on, and gradually increaſed. 
-The ſea ran mountains high, and breaking over 
the canoe, every moment menaced to overwhelm 
her in the deep. But the outleaguers, already 
t. deſcribed, were of the moſt eſſential ſervice ; and 
i- tc general ſtructure of the veſſel increaſed her 
s, Wl {ecurity. The ſeas that broke over her, were io 
divided, that inſtead of deſcending with a weight 
ſufficient to ſever her frame, they only fell in 
ſhowers, and were baled out by the inceſſant ap- 
plication of the Indians. . . 

Dampier and a friend of the name of Hall, 
both tkilful mariners, were attentive to every cir- 
u cumſtance that could diminiſh the danger, or aid 
cl OT: "0.5 their 
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their preſervation. Yet when we conſider the 
fituation of theſe adventurers, toſſed by a tempeſt 
in a veſſel of ſuch a crazy fabric, fancy cannot 
form a picture of more imminent diſtreſs. Had 
their outleaguers failed, the canoe could not haye 


lived a moment. | | 


Dreadful as the day was, the evening approach- 
ed with aggravated horrors. Darkneſs, by ſome 
phyſical operation on our minds, always gives a 
deeper impreflion to the ſenſe of danger. Dam- 
pier, with all his fortitude, ſeems to have been 
confounded at the ſcene before his eyes. All 
the numerous perils he had paſſed through afte&- 
ed him leſs than the preſent ; but let him deſcybe 
his ſenſations in his own manner. | 


* 


The ſky, ſays he, looked very black, being 


wrapped in fable clouds, the wind blew hard, 
and the ſea was laſhed into foam around us. A 
dark night was coming on, and no land to ſhelter 
us, and our little bark in danger of being fwal- 
| What gave a deeper 
tinge to our diſtreſs was the reflection, that nene 


of us were prepared to enter on another ſtate of 
_ exiſtence with the confidence of hope. 
encountered many imminent dangers before this; 
but, compared with the preſent, the worſt of 
them was only a play-game. I muſt confeſs that 
was in great perturbation of mind : other dit- 
treſſes came out upon me with ſuch a dreadful 
folemnity. A ſudden tkirmiih or engagement was 
nothing, when the blood was warm and invigo- 
rated the heart by the glow of expectation; but 
here I had a lingering view of impending fate, 
with little or no hopes of avoiding 1t. My courage, 
which had hitherto kept me up, now failed me; 


and I made very {ad reflections on my former ay 
an 


I had 


turns 


ten a 
rain; 
ed to 
than 

nore 
Exam 
mate] 
had V 
tempt 
our v 
morni 
thund 
ed us 


Were 1 
did Po 
look f 


dy A] 


ear t. 


the fir 


Con 
Olo 
hen C 


ow ha 


i me 


ions, 
New t 


ac w. 


pDAMIER'S VOYAGES. . 139 
and looked back with horror and deteſtation 
on actions which before I could not reliſh, but at 
the remembrance of which I now trembled. I 
had long repented of my roving life; but never 
with ſuch ſincere contrition before. [ 

In this temper of mind, we ſubmitted ourſelves 
to God's good providence, taking all prudent ſteps 
for our preſervation. Mr. Hall and I fteered by 
turns, while the reſt baled out the water. About 
ten at night, it began to thunder, lighten, and 
ain; but the rain was very acceptable, as it ſerv- 
ed to refreſh us. The wind at firſt blew harder 
than before ; but within half an hour, it became 
more moderate ; and the ſea abated of its fury. 
Examining our compaſs by the help of a lighted 
match, to ſee how we ſteered, we found that we 
had varied little from our courſe; and now at- 
tempted to bear up to the true point to which 
our views were directed. About two in the 
morning, we had another guſt of wind, with _ 
thunder; lightning, and rain, which again oblig- 
ed us to give up the helm to the elements. We 
vere now perfectly drenched in rain; and never 
did poor mariners, on a lee ſhore, more anxiouſly 
ok for the dawning light than we. At length 
ay appeared; but with ſuch heavy, ſable clouds 
near the horizon, as gave an impreſſive gloom to 
the firſt glimpſe of light. _ 5 

Continuing our courſe before the wind till the 
lowing morning, one of our Indian comrades 
hen cried out Puloway. We thinking the fel- 
ow had ſaid Pull away, were at a loſs to conceive 
1s meaning; but preſently obſerving his mo- 
ons, we found he pointed to his companions to 
Mew them land. This was a tranſporting fight, 

ac wind was weſt, and the land bore ſouth ; ne- 
vertheleſs 


i 
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vertheleſs we bore up for it with all our might; 
and next day we ran up Paſſage Jonca, in the Iſle 
of Sumatra, where all fell ill of fevers, of which 
ſome died; and I, who ſurvived, was a whole 
year before 1 recovered my ſtrength. 

Thus Dampier deſcribes his feelings and toils 
during the ſtorm he encountered in his paſſage to 
Sumatra. Having reached the ſhore, they were 
kindly entertained by the natives; as their Indi- 
an aſſociates had repreſented the whole party as 
fellow priſoners on board the piratical veſſels, and 
that they were ſet on ſhore together. The latter 
circumſtance being true, gave a veriſimilitude to 
the firſt. 

Here Dampier and Hall were much importun. 
ed by the natives to take up their reſidence, in 
order to improve them in the art of building and 
navigating veſſels; but it may be readily con- 
ceived that Sumatra was not their defired land of 
reſt. On the contrary, as there was an Engliſh 
factory at Achen, they made it their choice to be 
conveyed thither ; and arrived in three days at- 
ter their embarkation. At this place the Eng: 
liſnmen were kindly received and well entertain, 
ed; but Dampier's ill ſtate of health continuing, 
he had recourſe to a Malayan profeftor of phyſic, 


who gave him a violent draſtic medicine, of 


ſach rough operation as had well nigh finiſhed 
the pat! ent. Deſperate, however, as the remed) 
ſeemed to, be, it had a beneficial effect: our ad- 
venturer ſeems to have been bleſſed with the ſta- 


mina of a ſound conſtitution; he bore the opera: 
tion of the medicine, and daily afterwards reco- 


vered ſtrength. 


The 1 who accompanied Dampier be- 


Jonged to this very place ; ; and on being reſtore 
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to their families and country, it may well be ſup- ; 
poſed their felicitation was extreme. 

As ſoon as Dampier's health began to mend, 
he undertook to ſail to Nicobar with a Captain 
Bowry, with whom he had formerly had an inci- 
dental correſpondence. Accordingly they em- 
barked, and failed from the Road of Achen, on 
the beginning of June 1690; but a ſtorm oblig- 
ed them to return. Meanwhile Captain Weldon 
arriving, Dampier was induced to undertake a 
voyage with him to Tonquin. This being a 
commercial voyage, the details are not very inte- 
reſting. They left the river of Tonquin on the 
month of February 1691, and after a ſhort ſtay 
at Malacca, made for Achen. 

Dampier deſcribes this kingdom as the moſt 
( Wl populous of all the petty ſtates in Sumatra. In 
- lis time the capital contained eight thouſand 
i Wl houſes. The inhabitants are Mahometans of 
n WW Malayan extraction. The ſceptre was then 
Iwayed by a queen; and though, in the early 
voyages to the Eaſt Indies, we read of the Kings 
of Achen, our author is poſitive, that for many 
years a female was always promoted to the throne, 


9 WH: ſays, the muſt be of the royal line and a 
1c, Wimaid ; that the is in a manner confined to her own 
of pal:ce; and that the principal direction of affairs 
el; truſted to twelve orankays, or great men of the 5 
dy kingdom. 

0, From Achen, Dampier ſet ſail ak the com- 


ſta-Wnand of Captain Minchin, who had purchaſed a 
ra Wellel there. They made a trading voyage to 
>c0-Wllalacca; but no particulars have tranſpired 
vorthy of being tranſmitted to poſterity, They 

be- rere proſperous in their undertaking, and re- 
orelſharned with a valuable cargo. In the courſe of 
i 1 their 
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found it inhabited only by Dutchmen, who had 
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their voyage, they touched at a Dutch iſland, 
named Dinding, lying near the continent. 'They 


pretty ſtrong fort for their defence, and a gart. TI 
ſon of thirty ſoldiers. Here the governor thew. Wl arriv 
ed great civility to the Engliſh, and invited them WM ftorn 
to ſupper; in the midſt of which they were Bene 
alarmed with a falſe rumour of a number of Ma- and! 
layans from the continent. | fice « 
Some months elapſed in which we find nothing Wperm 
to record in Dampier's life. During his ſtay a to ke 
Fort St. George, a veſſel laden with clove-bark, lis 01 
from Mindanao, arrived there, having on boarder t! 
Mr. Moody, in quality of ſupercargo. _{Wilion 
We have previouſly men:ioned, that a native emal 
rince had ſolicited Read to carry him from chief 
lendanao to his own country. He belonged u For 
Meangis. This prince and his mother, having tion h 
been driven off the coaſt in a tempeſt, had beenWoon g 
ſeized at ſea by ſome Mendanaoeſe fiſhermen, who deſir 
ſold them for flaves. Moody being at that timznd ol 
on the iſland, his attention was attracted by th here 
curious manner in which this untortunate per{Would 
ſonage was painted; and conſidering him as ſWourſe 
curiohty, purchaſed him with an intention Hound 
carrying him to England. But the governor Hager 
Fort St. George offering this gentleman tiWrelent 
place of chief of Indrapore, he endeavoured toortiti 
engage Dampicr to accompany him, in capa*!Þ emb 
of gunner; and to encourage him to comparing 
with his wiſhes, promiſed to procure and fit ous This 
a veſſel to tranſport the prince and his mother ere, ar 
their native country, of which Dampicr was Wn th 
have the command, and authority to eſtablih We tw 
trade at Meangis. This offer and its conſequeniÞV pa: 
advantages appeared too plauſible to be rejededFcd al 
all ampie 


.DAMPIER'S VOYAGES.” 143' 
and accordingly our adventurer embarked in the 
ſcheme, and proceeded for the new ſettlement. 

They had fair and pleaſant weather, till they 
arrived on the weſtern fide of Sumatra, when a 
form arifing, drove them into the harbour of 
Bencouli. Here they were hoſpitably entertained; 
and Dampier, being ſolicited to undertake the of- 
fice of gunner of the tort, obtained his patron's 
permithon to cloſe with the propoſal, who began 
to heſitate if it would be in his power to fulfil 


rey the prince to his own country. Moody alto 
aligned him a half ſhare in the two ſlaves who 
remained in his cuſtody at Bencouli, while the 
hief repaired to his ſtation at Indrapore. 

For a thort time Dampier diſcharged his func- 
tion here to the ſatisfaction of his employer ; but. 
ſoon growing weary of his ſtation, probably from 
| defire of viſiting his native land, he ſolicited 


e oald engage a paſſage home. However, in 
28 4 
ound for England, arrived; and Dampier was 
ager to embrace the opportunity which now 
retented itſelf to his wiſhes. But he had the 
d Mortification to find, that inſtead of free liberty 
ae embark, a peremptory refuſal was put on his 
mpi{aving the place. 5 

t ou This ſhip, it appears, had touched at Indra- 
er re, and Goddard, the chief mate, had obtained, 
vas Mom the chief of that ſettlement, the moiety of 
liih e two ſlaves in Dampier's poſſeſſion. Being 
queue partners, in this ſingular property, the mate 
>QedFEcd all his intereſt to procure the releaſe of 
mpier from his engagements, but in vain. 


x 0 


his original promiſe of equipping him, to con- 


nd obtained permi ſſion to reſign; but at preſent 
here was no ſhip to be obtained in which he 


ourſe of time, the Defence, C ptain Heath, 
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_ feared he would not long ſurvive her. A grave 


co; but the ſon could not be ſatisfied till the 


to work, to prepare for an elopement ; truſtin 
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The prince, however, now reduced to the ſitu- p! 
ation of a common flaye, was put on board the 12 
Defence by mutual agreement. He was but juſt 
recovered from an infectious diſorder, of which vo 
his mother had died; and to his honour be it a-1 
known, on this melancholy occaſion, he evinced at 


ſuch filial affection, as would be reckoned ex- 
traordinary among the moſt humanized nations, 

This Indian, who was named Jealy, Dampier 
conſoled on the loſs of his parent by every ſooth- 
ing argument and attention ; but the impreſſion 
grief had made on him was ſo deep, that it was 


Was therefore immediately dug to bury the boch, 
which was wrapped in a piece of fine new cali 


was dreſſed out in a funeral ſtyle, more befitting 
her former ranx. Her laſt obſequies were per- 
formed with much ſolemnity ; and the prince long 
continued to diſplay a ſenfibility, which might 
have melted the mot obgurate. into pity for bis 
tate. 

The Governor of Bencouli remaining inflex 
ible, Captain Heath entered into a private agree 
ment to receive Dampier on board, in caſe be 
could make his eſcape. Having no other chance 
of reviſiting his native land, he ſet every engine 


implicitly to Heath's honour; and his depend 
ence was not miſplaced. 

All things being ready and the ſhip about tt 
weigh, private notice was given to Dampier, thi 
now was the time to make a final attempt. At 
ter various eſſays, he watched the hour of repoſe 
and creeping through one of the port holes of ih 


fort, eſcaped to the ſhip's boat; and to his ine 
preflib V. 
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preſſible joy, immediately ſailed, on the 25th of 
January 1091. . e 

For ſome time the winds and weather were fa- 
vourable; and they had the pleaſing proſpect of 
a ſucceſsful voyage. But they had not been long 


at ſea before a ſingular diſtemper broke out, 


which univerſally affected the crew in a greater 

or leſs degree. In a ſhort time there were ſcarce- 

ly hands enough to manage the ſhip, when cir- 
cumſtances required their utmoſt exertion. 

Dampier afhgns the original badneſs of their 

vater as one cauſe of this malady. He alſo par- 

WH ticularizes another collateral cauſe, which was 

its being ſtowed among the pepper in the hold, 

which rendered it ſo hot, that a man could 

ſcarcely bear to hold a bottle, filled with it, in his 


6 
hand. While the crew were in a very melancho- 
ly condition, the humanity and good ſenſe of the 


captain ſuggeſted a pleaſant relief. He had 


marinds, and by a ſeaſonable diſtribution of this 
cooling fruit, greatly aſſiſted the moſt afflicted. 
The wind, however, continuing foul, and the 
paſſage already protracted, being likely to be ſtill 
more tedious, Captain Heath, calling all his men 
together, deſired their individual opinions relative 
to their future proceedings in this exigency. The 
reſult was, that they ſhould perſevere in their at- 
tempts to proceed towards the Cape of Good Hope. 


it was neceſſary for thoſe who were in health, to 
uſe extraordinary exertions, in order to ſupply 
the place of the impotent fick. Here the cap- 
tain's policy ſhone as conſpicuous as his humani- 


ty had done before. He promiſed a month's ex- 


brought with him from India ſeveral jars of ta- 


But now another difficulty aroſe from the 
adoption of this reſolution. To put it in force, 
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tra pay to every one who would engage to aſſiſ 
on all occaſions, when required, whether it was 
his watch or not. The propoſal was at firſt em- 
braced by the officers, and then by all the men 
capable of performing duty. 

This wiſe expedient had the defired effect: 
and in a ſhort time the wind ſpringing up fair, 
which being improved to the beſt advantage, by 


the inceſſant labour of thoſe new-1nliſted: men, 


they were quickly wafted to the Cape. Here, by the 
aſſiſtance of one hundred Dutch 1ailors, the ſhip 
was ſafely brought to anchor; and the ſiek being 
landed, in a few weeks they became convaleſcent, 
with the exception of three or four, who died; 
After continuing fix weeks at the Cape, they 
took their departure, in company with the James 
and Mary and the Joſeph Eaſt Indiamen, ſhap- 
ing their courſe towards St. Helena; but ſoon 
after doubling the Cape, they were incommoded 
by a ſwelling ſea. They arrived, however, at St. 
Helena, without any aceident, on the 20th of 


June, and after a ſhort ſtay, proceeded for Eng- 


land; and after a very proſperous voyage, arriv- 
ed in the Downs on the 16th of September, 1691. 

Thus, after an abſence of ſeveral years, and 
undergoing as many viciſſitudes of fortune as 
could be well crowded into the ſpace, Dampier 
returned in ſafety to his country. But this bleſk 
ing was denied the Prince of Meangis. This un- 
fortunate Indian, falling excluſively into the 
hands of Dampier, and he being in want of mo- 
ney, ſoon after his arrival, fold him to ſome peo- 
ple who carried him about the kingdom for a 
ſhow. To enhance the value of the curioſity 
they exhibited, a number of ridiculons ſtories 


were fabricated and reported concerning bim, 
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which it was not in his power to contradi&; 


Among other fictions, they gave out that the 


paint with which he was adorned, was a ſecurity 
againſt the ſting of venomous creatures; and that 
one of his ſiſters, of — beauty, was ſulta- 
nets of Mindanao. 

With regard to the colouring of this prince, it 
was curiouſly wrought in a great variety of lines, 
flouriſhes, chequered work, and different convo- 


lutions; Keeping a very graceful proportion, and 


appearing very ingenious and artifieial to the 
WH moſt enlightened ſpectators. In fine, he, was 
either more nor leſs than tatooed, a practice 
now well known to be general among ſeveral of 
he nations that People the iſlands of the Pacific 
Ocean. 
After going through all the revolutions inci- 
dent to this vagrant kind of life, we are told that 


furniſhes us with one among the myriads of in- 
ſtances that might be produced, of the inſtability 
of tortune, and of the little confidence that ought 
to be placed on any external diſtinctions. 
Dampier, who had hitherto moved in a ſubor- 
dinate ſphere of life, was ſo much celebrated by 
his voyages and adventures, that he was after- 
wards employed by government, in the honoura- 
ble capacity of captain of a ſhip, for the expreſs 
1w purpoſe of making diſcoveries ; but though we 
o- Weannot deny him the praiſe of activity, in this 
o- Mew line, he does not ſeem to have met with any 
a MWicmarkable ſucceſs. 
ty The Roebuck, of twelve guns and fifty men, 
es Nvith twenty months proviſions on board, being 
m, Witted out for diſcoveries, Dampier was appointed to 
ch O 2 the 


the Prince of Meangis fell fick of the ſmall-pox | 
at Oxford, where he gave up the ghoſt; and he 
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the command; and left the Downs on the 14th 
of January, 1098, with a favourable wind. He 
met with nothing remarkable in his long voyage 
to New Holland, where he arrived in ſafety; but 
added little to the account he had previouſſy 
given of this coaſt, in his voyage round the 
World. He ſaw no other quadruped here, than a 
ſpecies of racoon : we ſuppoſe he means. the 
kangaroo. He alſo noticed a lizard, which he 
deſcribes as having legs ſo conſtrued, that it 
can neither walk backwards nor forwards; and 
being without a tail, had the appearance of pol- 
ſeſſing two heads. Such futile remarks are 
ſcarcely worth recording ; but they are the re- 
marks of Dampier, who it ſeems, on a barren coaſt, 
wiſhed to lay hold of the moſt barren lubjects to 
diſplay his faculty for obſervation. 
Here Dampier was much diſtreſſed for want 
of water; and while he was on ſhore, digging a 
well, he was attacked by a ſmall party of the 
natives. One of his people being ſurrounded 
15 and wounded with a lance, it was thought pro- 
per to fire among them. A gun being diſcharg- 
ed over their heads, made them ftart, but had not 
the deſired effect: however, the next fire killed 
Qne of the ſayages, on Which the reſt fled in con- 
ſternation. 
Among the ſavages, in this engagement, was 
one who had the appearance of being a chief. 
He was neither ſo tall nor comely as the reſt; 
but he ſhewed more activity and courage. He 
had a white circle painted round his eyes, and 1 
white ſtreak down his note, from his forehead to 
its tip. This ſeemed to be wore by way of dit- 
tinction; and rather to make him formidable to 
his enemies than agreeable to his friends. : 
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In this ſecond viſit to New Holland, Dampier 
confirms what he had ſaid in his firſt; that the 
natives of this coaſt are the moſt diſagreeable 
people he ever ſaw; while Captain Cooke gives 
a very different account of them. Few fee with 
impartial optics; and perſonal beauty to one may 
appear deformity to another; but moral beauty 
is every where the ſame, in every climate where 
man is known. Perhaps, however, the diſcord- 

ent opinions of theſe two celebrated navigators 
may be reconciled, by obſerving, that the one 
- WH vilited the. eaftern and the other the weſtern 
. WT coaſts of New Holland; and in ſuch an immenſe 
back, a great diſparity among the natives may 
„ reaſonably exiſt. | $380”; 
5 In September 1699, Dampier bid adieu to this 
inhoſpitable land, where he could neither find 
t treſh-water nor a harbour proper for careening . 
his ſhip; and arriving at Timor, on the 15th of 
e the ſame month, met with a friendly reception 
from the Dutch and Portugueſe factories. 
5 From thence he ſailed to New Guinea, where, 
finding the land divided into two parts, he gave 
the appellation of New Britain to the eaſtern 
ſhore. On his return, he touched again at Ti- 
mor; and from thence ſailed to Batavia, where 
he took in ſupplies. Thus provided, he proceed- 
ed for the Cape of Good Hope, and having 
doubled it, reached St. Helena in the laſt day of 
January 1700. - 

In his courſe homewards, his veſſel ſprang a 
leak; and in order to ſave her, he was forced to 
run her aground on the Ifland of Aſcenſion, 
Here his men landed, and conveyed their provi- 
lions from the wreck. They afterwards had the 
good fortune to diſcoyer a fine ſpring of water. 
In O03 | | After * | 
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After remaining ſome time on this deſolate iſland, 
Dampier and his men were taken up by the Can- 
terbury Eaſt Indiaman, and ſafely landed in 
Nr ere 

It might have been ſuppoſed that ſo many Ai 
aſters would have deterred Dampier from any 

farther enterpriſes by tea. But his roving diſpo- 
fition was not yet gratified; and diſappointments 
feem to have had little effect on his reſolution. 

Still panting for diſtinction in his profeſſion, it 
was not eaſy to reſiſt the opportunities that of- 
tered of gratifying his darling paflion. Accord- 
ingly, in 1703, we find him again employed in 
concert with Captain Pulling, in an expedition 
to the South Seas. Dampier's ſhip was named: 
the Prince George, and Pallings the Fame. 
They were commiſſioned by George, Prince of 
Denmark, then lord high admiral, to cruie 
againſt the French and Spaniards, and were VIC- 
tualled for nine months. 

Bat though theſe adyenturers were commiſ— 
ſioned by government, it ſeems their expedition 
was of a private nature; and ſymptoms of diſa- 
greement, ſo uſdal in privateering and predatory 
ſchemes, early began to appear among the com- 
manders and their crews. Scarcely had they left 
the Downs before Captain Pulling deſerted his 
conſort ; and Dampier being left alone, ſtopped 
ſome time on the coaſt of Ircland, where he was 
joined by che Cinque Port galley, of fix teen 
guns and fixty- -three men, commanded by Cap- 
tain Pickering. 

Dampier ſet fail from Kinſale, in Ireland, 
warm with the hopes of ſucceſs in his favourite 
projects, which were to furpriſe the Spaniſh gal- 
leons at Buenos Ayres; but if lie thould. rails 
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them, to proceed through the Straights of Ma- 
gellan, and to cruiſe on the coaſt of Peru for the 
Baldivia ſhips, which tranſport the gold to Li- 
ma. Should he fail in both theſe enterpriſes, 
his third attempt was to be on the Manilla ſhip, 
that annually arrives at the town of Acapulco. 


Dampier and his conſort arriving at the Ma- 


deiras, were given to underſtand that the galle- 
ons had left Buenos Ayres, and were then at Te- 
neriffe; and thus the firſt part of their plan was 
rendered abortive. As time was not now to be 
loſt, on receiving this intelligence, they proceed- 
ed on their voyage to the Ifland of Le Grand, on 


the coaſt of Brafil, where Captain Pickering de- 
parted this life, and Lieutenant Stradling was 


promoted in his place, 
Leaving this iſland, they doubled Cape Horn 
"1 the 20th of January 1704; and ſoon after the 


yo veflels paried in a violent fform. Dampier 


now changing his route, ſailed for Juan Fernan- 
dez. Anchoring there, he fortunately fell in 
with his conſort, and having refitted the ſhips, 


ley deſcried a fail, to which they immediately 


gave chace. Dampier fought her for ſeven hours 


without ſaccets : the valley took little part in 
ne engagement. Returning to Juan Fernandez, 
they narrowly elcaped being captured by two 
French men of war; and were glad to eſcape 


with the loſs of their anchors, cables, and five of 


their men that were left behind. 


ihe Baldivian ſhips were the ſecond object of 


their purſuit ; but they too had ſalled, and the 
gold was ſecured. Thus dijappointed, they de- 
rmined to attack the town of Santa Maria in the 
buiph of Panama; but the Spaniards being ap- 
prized of their intentions, laid an ambuſcade for 
them, 
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them, and after ſome loſs, the remainder pur- 
chaſed ſafety by flight. e 
Diſpirited by a repetition of ill ſucceſs, the 
commanders were ready to ſeparate, when forty- 
nately a large ſhip came to an anchor cloſe by 


them, deeply laden with flour, ſugar, brandy, 


wine, and other valuable commodities. They 
boarded and took her without reſiſtance, and 


_ refreſhed the men with this acceptable ſupply. 


After this, the two captains parted company; 
and ſoon after Dampier fell in with a Spaniſh ſhip 
of war, which had been fitted out to take him; but 
after a ſmart engagement, they parted in the night 
by mutual conſent. The demon of diſcord now 
raging among the men, Clippington, the firſt 
lieutenant, ſeized the ſhip's tender, with the 
ſtores, ammunition and twenty-one of the crew; 


and when he had cleared the iſlands, gave an invi- 


tation to all who choſe to follow his fortunes to 


join him. It is probable that Dampier would 


have been totally abandoned, had not the hopes of 
his falling in with the Manilla ſhip kept a party 
ſteady to his intereſt. Clippington, to prove that 
he was not devoid of generality, returned the 
greateſt part of the ſtores and ammunition. 
Meanwhile, Dampier took a ſmall bark, laden 
with plantains, which he deſigned to keep for a 
tender, and named her the Dragon. The mater 
of this bark, Chriſtian Martin, was a native of 


Spain; but had been educated in England. Him 


they ſecured, and then proceeded on their laſt 
grand project to attack the Manilla ſhip, with 
which they came up on the 6th of December; 
and giving her ſeveral broadſides, before ſhe was 
prepared to return the compliment, threw her 


crew into great confuſion, | Martin adviſed them 
| {9 
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to lay their veſſel immediately aboard, before the 
Spaniards could recover from their diſorder. The 
want of diſcipline fruſtrated all their plans : at a 
time whem prompt obedience and ready ſervice 
were indiſpenſably requiſite, the crew of the St. 
George were wrangling whether they ſhould fol- 
low the prudent advice of Martin or not. They 
now loſt the opportunity of retrieving their error. 
The Spaniards bringing their guns to bear, by 
dint of ſuperior weight of metal, beat off the 
Engliſh, in diſgrace, and had well nigh ſent 
them to the bottom; and thus the golden pro- 
ſpects of the adventurers were finally cloſed. The 
failors, however, were prevailed on to cruiſe for 
ſome weeks longer on the coaſt of Mexico; but 
met with nothing of importance, and every day 
increaſed their anxiety to return. 15 

At this period a party, at the head of which 
was Mr. Funnel, who commanded the Spaniſh 
prize, projected a defign of ſailing home by the 
Faſt Indies. The owner's agent, acceding to his 
plan, divided the proviſions; and Funnel failed 
with thirty-three men, while twenty-ſeven till 
adhered to Dampier. Of the ſubſequent tranſ- 
actions of this gentleman we have no account, 
except that he ſateiy arrived in England. 
After various reverſes of fortune, Funnel's veſſel 
was ſeized by the Dutch, the effects confiſcated, 
and the crew impriſoned, and nearly ſtarved. The 
commander himſelf obtained an inadequate re- 
ceſs for the injuries he had ſuſtained ; and, with 
two or three of his company, got a'patlage for 
Europe, and arrived in the Texel, in July 1705. 
After viſiting the principal towns in Holland, he 
returned to England, and publithed an account of 
ius unfortunate voyage. 
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The reader may perhaps be curious to know 
what became of Read and Teat, from whom 
Dampier ſeparated. It ſeems that, after leaving 
Nicobar, they failed for Ceylon ; but. not being 
able to weather that iſland, they proceeded to the 
coaſt of Coromandel, where a mutinous diſpoſi- 
tion in the crew giving riſe to new projects, Read 
was deſerted, in his turn, by more than half his 
men. Theſe revolters ſplit into different parties; 
but the main body of them went up the country, 
and inliſted in the ſervice of the Great Mogul. 
Subordination and diſcipline, however, they had 
not been accuſtomed to, and could not endure: 
they ſoon forſook the camp, and following the 
bent of their diſpoſitions, ravaged the villages in 
the country. $5 

Read ſet ſail with the party that remained 
firm to him, intending for the Red Sea. Of 
Ceylon he took a rich Portugueſe thip, and plun- 
dered her of what he valued moſt ; but not be- 
ing able to bear up againſt the weſterly winds, 
he ſtood for Madagaſcar. After a variety of pi- 
ratical adventures, finding his intereſt ſtill ſink- 
ing, he ſlipped away with about half a dozen of 
his moſt faithful adherents, and embarked for 
New York. 5 | 

Teat, who ſucceeded to the command, having 
joined Captain Knight, an old aſſociate, failed 
ſome time in company with him; but Knight, 
leaving the Cygnet when in diſtreſs, ſhe at laſt 
ſunk in the bay of St. Auguſtine in Madagaicar, 

Such was the final end of all the ſchemes of 
Swan's piratical crew. That the love of gail 
thould tempt men to occaſional acts of diſhoneſty 
may be accounted for, though not palliated, on 
the principle of human frailty ; but W "_ 
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| ſhould be found capable 'of ſuch unremitted fa- 
tigues and dangers, for which they never en- 
joyed a compenſation, and yet full perſevere in 
their abandoned courſes, muſt aſtoniſh the pru- 
dent, and confound the moraliſt. 

| Dampier fell into the lure of temptation ; but 
though he for a time ſtifled the dictates of con- 
ſcience, he does not appear to have been inſenſi- 
ble to the principles of rectitude. With a blunt- 
neſs of manners, he ſeems to have poſſeſſed a con- 
fiderable ſhare of humanity. A defire of novel- 
ty or of knowledge was his predominant paſſion : 
this he had an opportunity of gratifying ; but 
in his aims, at independence, he appears to have 
been generally diſappointed. On the whole, 
Dampier was certainly a very able navigator, 
rather than an able man. We find him again en- 
raced in the expedition of Woodes Rogers. Of 
his latter days we have no account; but it is 
probable he died in the boſom of peace and of his 
ountry.. 5 „„ | 
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THE buccaneering profeſſion produced a 

hardy race of mariners in general ; and 
among them are ſome names eminent for their 
abilities in naval affairs. Cowley, as well as 
Dampier, belonged to this fraternity, and, for 
ſome time, they failed in the ſame ſhip. After- 
wards, following the fortunes of different com- 
manders, they both favoured the world with 
an account of their various tranſactions ; and 
though Cowley's voyage has not gained the de- 
ſerved celebrity of Dampier's, we ſhould think 
ourſelves guilty of an omiſſion, did we not pre- 
tent our readers with its leading features. 

Of Cowley's origin and education we know 
nothing, His powers of deſcription ſhew that 
he waz not without ſome advantages of learning; 
but the degree of this does not ſeem to be much 
more than was neceflary for his profeſhon. _ 
: He teils us that he ſailed from Cape Charles 
in Virginia, in the Revenge, Captain Cook, 


* Though Cowley is generally complimented with the 
| cheap title of Captain, it does not appear that he ever filled 
a higher ſtation than that of maſter, in which capacity he ac- 
quilted himſelſ to the general ſatisfaCi.on 01 his employers. 
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on board her; and made ſuch preparations as 
might enable them to reach the Iſland of Juan 
Fernandez, without touching at any intermedi- 
ate place. | | | | - 

Having ſucceeded in this firſt deſign, they ſteer- 
ed for the Brafilian coaſt, and afterwards came 
into 47 deg. ſouth latitude. Here they diſco- 
vered an uninhabited ifland, to which they gave 
the name of Peppy's Iſland. Cowley fays,.it has 
a harbour where one thouſand ſhips may ride in 
ſafety, and that it is well adapted for wooding 
and watering at. On this ſpot they ſaw plenty 
of fowls; and gave the ſea credit for being equal- 
ly prolific in fiſh ; but as it blew a ſtorm, they 
could neither approach the iſland, nor examine 
its coaſts. | FSI | | 

Standing to the ſouthward, for Terra del Fue- 
go, when they arrived on that coaſt, there was 
inch a rippling of the ſea, that they were ap- 
prehenfive of danger, which induced them to at- 
tempt the paſſage diſcovered by Bartholomew 
| Sharp, in 1081, and to leave Staten Land to the 
north, | | . 

: On the 14th of February, they came abreaſt of 
| Cape Horn, on which day, while they were 
amufiug themſelves with drawing valentines, a 
violent ſtorm aroſe, which ended only with 
the month. During its fury, they were driven 
toa high fouth latitude, where the weather was ſo 
cold, that, to uſe the quaint expreſſion of Cow- 
ley, © they could drink three quarts of burnt 

brandy a piece without being intoxicated.” 

However, in the beginning of March, the 
wind veering to the ſouth, carried them into a 
warmer climate. In the courſe of their voyage, 
they fell in with the Nicholas, Captain Eaton, in 
| TEN conſort 
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conſort with which they ſailed to the Iſland of 
Juan Fernandez. 3 
After a ſhort ſtay there, as related in Dam- 
pier's voyage, they made the high land of Arica; 
and held a conſultation, whether they ſhould en- 
ter the bay. This being decided in the negative, 
occaſioned the loſs, as they afterwards found, of 
a rich prize, laden with filver, which was then 
lying in Arica Bay, and might eafily have been 
captured. ” 
It being reſolved that they ſhould proceed to 
Cape Blanco, in order to intercept the Plate 
fleet from Panama, in their way they took a ſhip, 
with which they ſailed to Lobos; and then con- 
ccrted an attack on Truxillo. 
Having taken ſeveral prizes, of no very conſi- 
derable value, they lay by at the Gallipagos, or 
Enchanted Iflands; and afterwards touched at 
the Duke of York's Iſland, near the equinoctial 
line. Here they found the fowls fo tame, that 
they often lighted on the heads and ſhoulders of 
the men as they walked out; but after being re- 
peatedly ſhot at, they became ſhy and timid, as 
in other places. Thus we lee it is the tyranny 
of mon that ſpreads fear over the lower claſles 
of creation; where his powers are unknown, he 
is treated as an equal, or truſted as a friend. 
Sailing from thence, they made Cape 'Treſpon- 
tew, where their captain departed this life. The 
Indians ſoon reſorting to the buccaneers, were 
ſtrictly examined in regard to the ſtrength and 
opulence of Ria Lexa, on which heads they gave 
ſatisfactory information. Meanwhile, the long boat 
being ſent on ſhore, to procure cattle, a party 
of Spaniards ſet her on fire, and drove the crev 
for ſhelter to a rock in the boſom of the 1 
| 85 t 
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The fingular manner in which theſe men were 
preſerved, has already been detailed in Dampier's 
voyage. Here an unſucceſsful attempt was made 


on Ria Lexa. | 


in the Bay of Amapalla, Captain Eaton, accom- 


his conſorts, with whom he had ſometime failed 
and ated. Being now at liberty to chuſe his 
route, Eaton ſteered for Cape St. Franciſco; and 
coming to Paita, burnt two ſhips, which the 
Spaniards refuſed to ranſom. Thus miſchief, 
not gain, was the reward of their toils. 


ed with the ſcurvy. As ſoon as they had ſecur- 


of truce; but found that tlie natives, through 


fear, had ſet fre to their habitations, and fled. 


However, the party collected ſome cocoa nuts, 
which proved a falutary refreſhment to the fick. 
Meanwhile ſome Indians ruthed from an ambuſh, 
and made a thow of hoſtilities; but the Engliſh 
tewing figns of friendſhip, a truce was conclud- 
ed, and a free intercourſe eftabliſhed. This con- 


timed for fome days; but the Indians thinking 


they had obtained an advantage, attacked a party 
of the buccaneers, in which affray four of the 
former were killed. This brought the reſt to 
| their tenſes; and for ſome time the Englith 
maintained an undiſputed ſuperiority over the 
RMEVGS. | 5 | 
The Spaniſh governor, having heard of a 
ſtrange ſhip on the coaſt, came down to the 


dpaniſh, French, and Dutch, demanding, in the 
FS >. | name 


The buccaneers having careened their ſhips, 


panied by our voyager, reſolved to ſeparate from 


On the .14th of March, they came in fight of 
the Ifte of Guam, with a crew univerſally atMict- 


ed the ſhip, they ſent a boat aſhore, with a flag 


— — 


ore; and fent off a letter for the captain, in 


2 >. — 
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name of the king, his maſter, the country and 
buſineſs of the ſtrangers. An anſwer was return- 
ed in French, importing that their object was 
diſcoveries, on which they were employed by 
ſome French gentlemen. . 5 pe: 

This fiction ſucceeding, the governor invited the 
captain on ſhore; on which occaſion a military fa- 
lute was fired, and other civilities interchanged. 
Eaton, ſoon coming to a good underftanding with 
the governor, apologized to him for killing ſome 
of the Indians in the late encounter, which he 
fairly repreſented was done in his own defence; 
but the Spaniard ſoon made him caly on this 
ſcore, by atluring him, that, if he had killed 
them all, the greater obligations he ſhould have 
felt himſelf under to him. 3 

The buccaneers were now plentifully ſupplied 
with proviſions from the ſhore, and the captain 
made a prudent diſtribution of preſents to the 
principal Spaniſh officers, in return. 

On an application being made by the gover— 
nor to Captain Eaton for ſome powder, four 
barrels were immediately ſent ; and at the fams 
time an offer of as many great guns. The guns 
were politely refuſed, as not being wanted; and 
a box, containing ſixteen hundred pieces of 
eight, was diſpatched by a meflenger, out of 
which the captain was to pay himtelf for the 
powder. This handſome and honourable con- 
duct, on the part of the Spanith governor, ſeems 
to have had a correſpondent eflect on the mind 
of Eaton : he returned the money untouched, 
and ſeems, for the moment, to have forgot that 
he was a plunderer, and to have felt the dignity 
of honeſt independence. ; 


During 


D 
the 
relai 
ſans 
in 
theſ 
wer 
ſubr 
but 
nati 
tual 
Wer 
ſeen 
dian 
with 
ing 
the 
in ex 
fired 
mad 


d OF CAPTAIN co WIE T. 163 
During theſe amicable tranſactions between 
the Spaniards and the Engliſh, it is ſhocking to 
relate, that the latter, in conſequence of the 
ſanction they had procured, amuſed themſelves 
in chaſing and deſtroying the Indians. But 
theſe poor people, finding that the new comers 
were not Spaniards, ſoon became tractable and 
ſubmiſſive. Peace again reſumed her ſway ; 
but it ſeems that the barbarity with which the 
natives had been treated, had taught them habt- 
tual difſiraulation. Ove day, while the Engliſh 
were obſerving them hauling the ſeine, and 
ſeemed amuſed with their performance, the In- 
dians artfully drew their ſeine round the boat, 
with an intention of entangling it, and maſter- 
ing the crew; but the ſtratagem being perceived, 
the buccaneers did not wait till it could be put 
in execution; for, being provided with arms, they 
fired among the thickeſt of the plotters, and 
made terrible havoc. _ | OT” 

Cowley obſerves, that thefe natives are large 
of ſtature, ſome of them being ſeven feet and a 
half high; that they go quite naked; and uſe 
lings and lances, in the management of which 
they are very dexterous. He farther ſays, that 
they never bury their dead, but leave them to 
rot in the ſun, Rv | 8 

The Engliſh took four priſoners in this affray, 
whom they brought bound on board; but they 
had not been long there, before three of them 
| leaped into the ſea, and, though their hands 
were tied behind them, ſwam away like fiſhes, 
owever, a boat being ſent after them, they were 
all diſpatched. Our author aſſures us, that a 
Hrong man could not penetrate their jkins with 
the firſt ſtroke of a cutlaſs, He adds, one of 
2 | « them 
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them, in my judgment, received forty bullets wine 
in his body before he died; and the laſt of the Whi 


three that was killed, ſwam a good Rogue then 


mile, not only with his hands tied behind were 
him, but with his arms pinioned, before he furn. 
expired.“ Such are the exaggerations which mn 
throw a veil of doubt over narratives apparently W to tl 
authentic! nort} 


The buccaneers were well rewarded for this 
freſh maſſacre of the Indians. The governor 
was ſo well pleaſed with their inhuman deftruc- 
tion of the ſavages, that he increaſed his bounty 
according to their merits in this way. 
The ſhip. being now repaired, the health of 
the crew recruited, and a ſufficient ſtock of pro- 
viſions laid in, they took leave of the governor, 


and left Guam on the 4th of April, and paſling At 
ſome uninhabited iſlands north of Luconia, they Wl 22) \ 
came up with Cape Mindato in that iſland; full c 
but were forced; by the ſouth-weſt monſoon, to the 1 
ſteer for Canton in China. Cr leape 
Here, it ſeems, they might have made an eafy Kind] 
capture of thirteen Tartarian veſſels, laden with famil 
rich goods, of which the Tartars had plundered Wl ith 
the Chineſe; but, though the buccaneers were fic wv 
ſafficiently rapacious, they could not agree i mulk 
ſubmit to diſcipline; and this capital chance was Af 
loſt. : | depar 
From Canton they proceeded for Manila, in Wl © a 
queſt of the annual ſhip; and were tantalized all di. 
with a fight of her; but, by dint of ſwift ſailing, s t 
ſhe eſcaped their purſuit. This was a diſap- other 
pointment they could not eaſily brook. | Chaſe 
Dejected and out of humour, they now bot 40% 

ade 


away for an ifland to the north of Luconia, 
where it was their intention to remain till 1 
win 
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| wind ſhould favour their voyage to Bantam. 
While in the vicinity of Luconia, they ſupplied 
themſelves with goats, guanoes, and fruit; and 
were directed to a place where they might be 
furniſhed with plenty of cattle, 

The wind proving favourable, they proceeded 
to the ſouthward ; and, in the 10:h degree of 
north latitude, were ſo entangled by a clufter 
of iſlands, that they were in imminent danger of 
being ſhipwrecked. However, they eſcaped, 
and arrived at a ſmall iſland near Borneo. The 
ſeem, indeed, to have cautiouſly avoided touch- 
ing at any place where they were likely to be 
encountered by a ſuperior force. On this iſland 
they hauled up the ſhip, erected a tent, and for- 
tified themſelves in the ſtrongeſt manner poſſible. 
At firſt the natives, having never before ſeen 
any white people, were very reſerved. A canoe, 
full of women, among whom was the queen of 
the iſland, accidentally falling in with them, 
leaped into the ſea; but being taken up and 
kindly treated, the people, by degrees, became 
familiarized to their viſitors; and ſupplied them 
with ſuch fruits as the iſland produced. A trat- 
fie was allo eſtabliſhed with the natives for 
muſk, civet, and bezoar. _ | 

After a conſiderable ſtay here, the buccaneers 
departed, and ſteered for Timor. The mutin- 
Wh 05 diſpoſition of the crew having long relaxed 
all diſcipline, and being now carried to an alarm- 
ing height, Cowley, one Hill, and eighteen 
others, ſeparated from the reſt, and having pur- 
chaſed a large boat, failed for Java. The wind 
proving adverſe for their reaching Batavia, they 
made for Cheriboa, a Dutch factory to the 77 

| Ward, 
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ward, where the governor received them with 
kindneſs. ae _ 5 
This ſmall faction here ſplit into three parties; 
two of which concluded to ſail for the Bay of 
Bengal; while the third, conſiſting of Cowley, 
Hill, and another intimate friend, proceeded to 
Batavia. Their reception here was very friendly, 


and they were promiſed a paſſage to Europe in 


the Dutch Eaſt India fleet. | 
At this period, the general was equipping 
five ſhips of war, to procure ſatisfaction from 
the native powers, for the maſſacre of eighty 
 Hollanders. Theſe ſhips, however, were firf 
defigned againſt Sillebar, an Englith ſettlement 
on the coaſt of Sumatra; and Cowley, hearing 
of this, wiſhed to embark, with his friends, for 
that port. The Dutch refuſing them permiſſion, 
they endeayoured to ſecure a ſloop, to carry 
them to the ſame place; but it being an efta- 
blithed law, that no veſſe] was to be ſold to a 
foreigner, they were again diſappointed in then 
VIEWS: | | 3 
In conſequence of this failure, they embarked 
on board the Solida Eaſt Indiaman, bound to 
Holland; and ſaw their old commander's ſhip 
coming in, juſt as they were ſailing out, of the 
road. EE” 
The wind not being fair, they turned dow! 
to Bantam, where they took in proviſions, and 
from thence ſteered to Prince's Iſland; and, after 
ſome delay there, they ſtood for the Cape of 
Good Hope. In their paſſage thither, the Dutch 
captain died. On the 3d of June they anchored 
at the Cape. | 


Soon after, our author informs us, four of the 


natives came down to the city, dancing, nakey 
and 
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and making a tender of their females to the Hol- 
landers for a bit of tobacco. In this reſpect, 
Cowley differs from the generality of voyag- 
ers, who repreſent the Hottentots as far from 
being immoral, or indifferent to the conduct of 
their wives. 8 „ 

He proceeds, “ they were the filthieſt men I 
erer ſaw. Next day I walked round the town, 
in which there are about one hundred houſes, 
built very low ; but there is a ſtrong caſtle be- 
longing to the Dutch with eighty guns, well 
mounted, and a ſpacious garden, replete with a 
vaſt variety of plants. This was the greateſt cu- 
nioſity we ſaw at the Cape. We proceeded be- 
yond the town, to a village inhabited by the = 
Hottentots, or Hodmandods, as the Hollanders a || 
term them. Theſe people are ſaid to be born 1 
white; but acquire a ſable hue, by anointing 
their bodies, and expoſing their infants to the 
ſun and ſmoke. Their houſes are built, like the 
cabins of the wild Iriſh, with the fire-place in 
the middle, round which they lie in common, 
covered with the ſkin of ſome beaſt. They eat 
every thing that is foul ; and will rake from the 
dunghill the offal thrown there by the Dutch to 
feed their dogs. The men are not jealous of fo- 
feigners ; but are vigilant and ſevere in regard 
to their own countrymen. When the women 
marry, they cut off a joint of the middle finger; 
and if the huſband dies, another joint is ampu- 
tated; and ſo many men as they marry, ſo ma- 
by joints they loſe. They are ſuppoſed to wor- 
ip the moon, becauſe, at the full and change, 
they aſſemble in great numbers, dancing and re- 
Joicing while ſhe ſhines; but howling and la- 
menting, when they are deprived of her 2 
ES, Ihe 
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The accounts which different relaters vive 3 
of what they have ſeen or obſerved, though 
ſometimes contradictory in part, are only diffe-, 
rent thades of the ſame picture; and may ſerve 
to amuſe by contraſt, or to illuſtrate by coinci- 
dence. For details we adhere to thoſe deline 
ations alone, which the concurring teſtimony of 
mankind has ſanctioned as juſt ; but we ſhould 
deny our readers a reaſonable gratification, did 
we not incidentally mark the outlines of every 
particular journal. 


While Cowley remained at the Cape, he had 


an opportunity of witneſling the funeral ceremo- 
nies practiſed among the natives. One of them 
having drank with the Europeans till he was 
ſuffocated, his countrymen aſſembled round him, 
and poured oil and milk down his throat, in 
hopes that he might ſtill be recovered; but find 
ing their efforts vain, and that the vital ſpark 
was for ever gone, they prepared for his inter- 
ment. They firſt thaved him from head to foot; 
then, Aging a hole in the ground, they care- 
fully placed him in a fitting poſture, with hi 
body and head erect, and his legs and thighs 
ſtretched out horizontally, and preſſed down 
ſtraight, This performed, they propped him uy 
with ſtones in the attitude they had given him 
Then a company of women arrived to howl over 
him ; who accompanicd their lamentations with 
ſuch borrid ſcreams, as if death had been perſo- 
nified before their eyes, and ready to ſeize them. 
The period of bewailing over, they cloſed up ti 
grave, and covered it with green turf, 

On the 15th of June, they left the Cape in 
company with three other ſhips. Next day there 


was an entertainment on board ; and, while = 
gage 


poſit, 
Courſe 


Vo 
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gaged in mirth and feſtivityCowley ſays, they 
were alarmed with a ſtrange voice crying, Come 
help ! come help! 2 man cverboard! The veſſel 
being brought too, they ſought in vain for the 
drowned perſon ; and no man was found miſſin 

in either of the ſhips. On this, it ſeems, they 


ceeded from the ſpirit of ſome perſon who had 


of men, inured to dangers, and with minds, in 
ſome meaſure, enlightened by an intercourſe 
with various nations, ſhould be ſo ſtronglu tinc- 
tured with ſuperſtition, may appear aſtonithing ; 
but the fact is, that the inferences to be dr wn 
from their conduct on many occaſions, are oppo- 
te to what might be expected from their habits 
and purſuits. 
On the 20th of July they paſſed Aſcenſion ; 
| and in this latitude, a council of war was held on 
the captain of the ſhip in which Cowley failed, 
The charge againſt him was, that he had formed 
a conſpiracy, with five men more, to murder a 
perſon of quality and his lady, with ſome other 


p Wl patlengers ; and having ſecured their riches, to 
un away with the ſhip. The purſer was the 
principal accuſer : but, on examination, the 
h WW whole ſtory ſeemed ſo improbable, that the cap- 
- fain was honourably acquitted, and the villain 
n. puniſhed who had broached the charge. 


Soon after, the captain died of an inflamma- 
tion in his bowels ; and the ſteerſman was pro- 
moted to the command, though not without op- 
poſition, This was the third captain in the 
courſe of their homeward-bound voyage. 


Vol. III. On 


drew a concluſion, founded on groſs notions of 
ſuperſtition, to which ſailors, above all other 
people, are addicted, that this ſtrange voice pro- 


been drowned in thoſe latitudes. That a race 


170 vor f, &c. 

On the 19th of Auguſt, Cowley deſcried land, 
which he ſuppoſed to be the Iſle of Shetland; 
but the captain for ſome hours diſputed the ac- 
curacy of his obſervation. Three days after they 
came up with the Iſle of Farley; and on the 
25th, they had the wind all round the compaſs. 

Before their arrival in Holland, Cowley and 
his friends wiſhed to be put on board an Engliſh 
ſhip, that they ſpoke in their courſe ; but the 

Dutch infiſted on their proceeding to Helvoet- 
ſluys, where they arrived on the 1ſt of October. 
Their paſſage from Batavia occupied the Jon F 
period of ſeven months. Mb 

After a ſhort ſtay in Holland, Cowley return- MW cur: 
ed to his native land, " ES 1 
It may be proper to remark, that in this ac: pref 
count of Cowley's voyage, we have only ſeleCted ſpir 
ſuch particulars as differ from Dampier's, or are cate 
related in a different manner. 5 pier 
Cowley's hiſtory is only to be traced in this to 
voyage round the world, His future purſuits ame 
and the time of his death, have not reached us. MW the 

He appears to have been a ſkilful navigator, of a BW nill: 

placid temper, and not much attached to the p- a re 

ratical tribe with which, to his diſcredit, he wn bilit 
ſome time connected. Like Dampier, he aban- wit! 

doned them, when reflection pointed out the pro- ed v 

priety, and opportunity favoured him for doing repa 
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VOYAGE OF 
CAPTAIN WOODES ROGERS, 


"ROUND THE WORLD. 


EW voyages are attended with a greater 
number of ſingular circumſtances, and more 

curious events than this. 
Though the moſt reſolute muſt yield to- the 
preſſure of untoward circumſtances, the noble 
ſpirit will riſe ſuperior to events, and communi- 


6 cate its ardour to others. Notwithſtanding Dam- 


pier's ill ſucceſs in the South Seas, on his return 
WW to England, he firenuouſly exerted himſelf, 
among the merchants in the capital, to procure 
„che equipment of a ſquadron to attack the Ma- 
/ nilla thips. But whether they regarded him as 
„a reſtleſs ſpeculator, or queſtioned the practica- 
Wy bility of the ſcheme, certain it is, that he met, 
vo Vith little attention in London. Still prepoſſeſſ- 
0 £d with a favourable idea of this enterpriſe, he 
repaired to Briſtol, where he had the good for- 
tune to engage nineteen gentlemen and mer- 
chants to enter into an aſſociation for the proſe- 
cution of his purpoſe. And by competent judges, 
it has been allowed, that never was an expedition 
of this kind ſo happily adjuſted, and ſo well pro- 
vided for in all reſpects. Care was taken not 
only to forward ſucceſs, but as far as poſſible to 
prevent miſcarriage : a bigh degree of credit 1s, 
Q 2 therefore, 
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172 ROGERS'S VOYAGE. 
therefore, due to the conductors of this under- 
ä 

The firſt object of their attention was to en- 
gage proper officers, in which they ſeem to 
have been peculiarly fortunate. Captain Woodes 
Rogers, the commodore, was a bold, active, inde- 
fatigable officer; firm to his purpoſe, and not 
eaſily ſuſceptible of the adulation that would 
tempt him to do wrong. He poſſeſſed the hap- 
pieſt art of maintaining authority without rigour, 
and of finding expedients in the moſt difficult 
Captain Stephen Courtney was a man well 
born, well educated, and of a liberal fortune. 
He was a proprietor in the ſcheme ; and took a 
ſhare in it, that he might the more effectually 
ſerve himſelf and his affociates. 

Captain Thomas Dover, the third in command, 
had likewiſe a ftake in the expedition, and en- 
gaged in it from fimilar motives. By profeſſion 
he was a phyſician, and, towards the decline of 
life, made himſelf conſpicuous by a book entitled, 
« Dover's laſt Legacy to his Country,” in which 
he recommends the uſe of crude mercury. In 
temper he was rough and unconciliating ; but 
his natural diſpoſition, as it alienated affection, 
10 it prevented him from making a party to ſup- 
port him in his ill-humours, He acted as ſecond 
to Captain Woodes Rogers. 1 


As for Captain Edward Cooke, who was ſe- 


cond to Captain Courtney, he had twice been 
taken priſoner by the French, and now ventured his 
perſon and his whole fortune on this expedition. 
Ihe pilot in the larger ſhip was Captain Wil- 
liam Dampier, the original proje&or ; and who, 
for the fourth time, was about to viſit the South 
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Seas, where his name rendered him formidable 


to the Spaniards, 1 3 1 1 Ie 

The inferior officers were ſelected with care 
and judgment; and even ſome attention was paid 
to the inliſting of the common men, who were 
ſtimulated to deſerve well, by a promiſed recom- 
pence of thirty pounds, to ſuch as ſhould have 
the misfortune to loſe a limb 1n the ſervice. 

Such is the general character of the parties 
concerned in this expedition, of which we are 
about to give the hiſtory. Nor did the care of 
the proprietors ſtop here; they formed a code of 
laws and regulations, for the uſe of the officers 
and crews ; the principal articles of which were, 
that they ſhou!d keep together and act in con- 
cert.; that they ſhould undertake nothing of con- 
ſequence, without a deliberation in a council of 
officers ; and above all, that they thould mutual- 
7 aſſiſt each other in regard to proviſions and 
tores. 

Of this voyage we have two accounts publiſh- 
ed in a journal form: one by Captain Rogers, 
the other by Captain Cooke. That of Captain 
Rogers we mean principally to follow; but, 
ork elucidation is neceſſary, we ſhall blend 
them. | : Els 

After the requiſite preparations, on the 1ſt of 
Auguſt 1708, the Duke, of three hundred tons, 
thirty guns, and one hundred and ſeventy men, 
Captain Woodes Rogers; and the Ducheſs, of 
two hundred and ſeventy tons, twenty-fix guns, 
and one hundred and fifty-one men, Captain Ste- 
phen Courtney, ſailed from King Road; both 
mips being furniſhed with legal commiſſions to 
cruiſe againſt the French and Spaniards, and to 

Q3 act 
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act jointly, as belonging to the ſame proprietors, Th 
merchants in Briſtol. ES | "1 

-— Their firſt deſtination was the Cove of Cork, and t 
where they arrived on the Gth. Here they took they 


in refreſhments, changed ſome of the men, and hand 
inlifted others. They had double the number of a voy 
officers uſual in privateers, at once to prevent IM afligt 
mutinies, and that they might be provided with for a 
a proper ſucceſſion, in caſe of mortality. henf 
While they lay here, with a laxity of moral mhilli 
principle, ſo general among mariners, the crews ever, 
formed a number of matrimonial connections. got | 
Among others, a Dane was joined, by a Romiſh WE tune: 
prieſt, to an Iriſhwoman, without their underſtand- Ea 
ing a word of each other's language, to that they a ſai 
could only. converſe by an interpreter ; yet this and: 
pair ſhewed more genuine aftettion, when they after 
were about to ſeparate, than all the reſt; and drop! 
the man continued melancholy for ſome time, Mt toxic 
A miſoguniſt would probably aſcribe this affec- Wh £90d 
tion to the very cauſe that a common obſerver MW cxan 
might ſuppoſe would have been attended with a prov: 
contrary effect: he would ſay, it was becauſe the time. 
lady could not offend with her. tongue, and that Ml ker | 
ſilence, in the female ſex, is the beſt preſervative ther 
of love. ham 
The final complement of men, in both ſhips, doze 
was now three hundred and thirty-three, of Swee 
which above one-third were foreigners. Having leavi 
agreed on-ſignals, they ſet fail again on the 1ſt four 
of September, in company with the Haſtings W 
man of war, with which they continued till che natu 
6th, when her commander generouſly ſupplied WM Priv 
them with ſome neceſſaries, which had hitherto offic 
| been overlooked, without accepting the leaſt JW mak 
Compentation, Slxe! 


The 
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The ſhip's crew were then called on deck, and 
informed by the captains of their real deſtination, 
and the nature of their voyage; in order, that 
they might exchange, with Captain Paul, any 
hands that were averſe to ſo long and dangerous 
a voyage. Only one mau was diſſatisfied, and he 
aſſigned this curious reaſon, that he was ſet down 
for a tithingman that year, and he was appre- 
henfive his wife might be obliged to pay forty 
ſhillings for the default. The poor fellow, how- 
ever, ſeeing all his companions ſo alert, ſoon for- 
got his dithculty, and agreed to follow their for- 
tunes, \ 

Early in the morning of the 10th, they ſaw 
a ſail, to which' they immediately gave chace, 
and about three in the afternoon brought her to, 
after two broadfides. From ſome words caſually 
dropped by the men, who were in a ftate of in- 
toxication, ſhe was ſuſpected to have contraband 
goods on board; but after a general ſearch and 
examination, finding it would be difficult to 
prove her a prize, and being unwilling to loſe 
time, by carrying her into port, hey diſmiſſed 
ker without the leaſt embezzlement. On this, 
the maſter made Captain Rogers a pr eſent of £ ſome 
hams and dried beef, and received in return a 
dozen of red ſtreak cyder. The ſhip ſhewed 
dwediſh colours, and belonged to Stadt. On 
leaving the Duke and Ducheſs, ſhe ſaluted with 
four guns. | 

While Captain Rogers was inveſtivatine the 
nature of the capture on board, a deſign had been 
privately formed by the boatſwain, three inferior 
officers, and ſeveral men of his own ſhip, to 
make a prize of the Swede ; and upon her being 
given up, they began to thew ſymptoms of dif- 
content, 
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content, and to mutiny. This diſorder was ſoon 
ſtopped, by clapping ten of the moſt forward in 
Irons, diſplacing the boatſwain, and giving a ſe- 
vere whipping to one of the principal fomenters 
of the diſturbance. _ 
A diſpoſition of the ſame kind appeared on 
board 5 Ducheſs; but its turbulence ſubſided, 
when the mutinous party on board the conſort 
ſhip was quelled. 
HFowever, though theſe miſguided men were 
ſecured from actual miſchief, they ſtill continued 
to inflame their companions, by repreſenting that 
they ſuffered in the cauſe of the crew, who, 
therefore, ought to riſe and reſcue them. And to 
ſuch an height did this commotion riſe, that a 
ſailor advanced to Captain Rogers, with the beſt 
part of the ſhip's company at his heels, and de- 
. manded the diſcarded boatſwain out of cuſtody, 
The captain temporized, till having decoyed him 


into a private conference on the quarterdeck, he 


ordered him to be ſeized, and ſoundly whipped, 


Next day, the mutinous boatſwain was ſent, in 
irons, on board the Crown galley, of Biddeford, 


which had kept them company for ſome days, 


The ſucceeding day the priſoners were liberated, 


on their humble ſubmiſſion, and moſt ſolemn pro- 


miſes of dutiful behaviour for the future. The 
petty officers, who had been implicated in the 
charge of mutiny, were reſtored to their com- 
mands ; and it was ſtrictly enjoined on the crew, 


that no one ſhould reproach them for paſt miſ- 


conduct, or dare to diſobey them. By this liber 
ral and judicious manner of proceeding, peace 


and quiet were reſtored ; and the whole compar 


ny became active and obedient, either through 


Farly 


gratitude or duty. 
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Early in the morning of the 18th, they eſpied 
a ſhip right ahead, and in five 5 5 came up 
with her, and took her. She was a Spaniard, 
bound from Teneriffe to Fuerteventura, with ſe- 
reral paſſengers of both ſexes, and laden with 
ſundry ſorts of goods. Next day they bore away 
for Oratavia Road, and ſent a deputation to treat 
about ranſoming the veſlel, and to procure wine 
and other refreſhments. Mr. Vanburgh, agent 
for the owners, on board the Duke, accompanied 
this party, contrary to the inclination of Captain 
Rogers. 
Soon after, a boat: came off from the town, 
with a letter from the reſident Engliſh merchants, 
in which they expoſtulated with the two captains 
tor making a prize of the bark, alleging that a 
fee trade had been agreed to in thoſe Iſlands, 
between her majeſty Queen Anne and the Kings 
of France and Spain, which had been ſo religi- 
duſly obſerved by the latter, that they had canſed 
an Engliſh ſhip, captured by a French privateer, 
o be reſtored. The merchants farther repre- 
ſented the danger of repriſals, and the account 
rhich the captors matt render for their conduct 
at home. 
To this epiſtle the contains ade eh re- 
urned an anſwer, in which they ſtated, that hav- 
ug no inſtructions relative to the Spanith ſhips 
rading among thoſe iflands, they could not think 
delivering 1 up their prize, without ſome order 
Ir proclama tion of her majeſty. That in caſe 
Mr. Vanburgh, whom the merchants had detain- 
d, was not reſtored, they would carry away all 
he Spaniſh priſoners ; and if any detriment was 
pprehended to the Englifh factory, the mer- 
chants 
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chants might obviate it, by ranſoming the bark; 
and ſeekiny redreſs at home, if they-conteiyed 
themſelves aggrieved. Fe Eres ne 
Several other letters and explanations paſſed; 
but the merchants finding that the captains were 
not to be intimidated by threats, or awed by feat 
of conſequences, at laſt ſent off one of their num- 
ber, accompanied by Mr. Vanburgh, together 
with five butts of wine, and a quantity of provi- 
ſions and refreſhments. 

Matters being now in a train of accommoda- 
tion, the captains cauſed the goods to be taken 
out of the prize, and then ſold her to the faQtory 
for four hundred and fifty dollars, and delivered 
up all the priſoners. After this tranſaction, a 
committee was held, by whom the whole buſi: 
neſs was ſcrutinized, and unanimouſly approved; 
a mode of proceeding which was ſteadily purſued 
during the whole voyage, and which was attend- 
ed with the happieſt effects. 


On the laſt day of September they ran by St, 


Lucia, one of the Cape de Verd Iflands ; and in 
a few hours, came to an anchor in the harbour ol 
St. Vincent. Knowing the iſland to be uninh# 


bited, they were ſurpriſed to ſee ſeveral men on 


ſhore ; and to ſolve this myſtery, Captain Cooke 
proceeded in the pinnace, and found the viſitors 
were Portugueſe from St. Anthony, who hal 
been allured to this ſpot to catch turtle. 

The land of St. Lucia furniſhes wood and 
water, hogs, goats, and abundance of Guinea 
fowl. The road where the ſhips lay was wel 


ſtored with fiſh. In the woods they obſerveili 


numerous ſpiders, whoſe bodies were as large # 
walnuts, and their webs as ſtrong as ordinal) 
. thread 


threa: 
acroſs 
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threads. "Theſe webs being thickly ſuſpended 
WW acroſs the paths and avenues, occaſioned ſome 
difficulty to the paſſengers. 
While they lay here, new diſturbances broke 
cut among the crews in relation to plunder ; to 
Wl allay which, for the preſent, and to prevent a re- 
urn in future, new articles of agreement were 
rl framed, which met with the unanimous — 
ton of both ſhips. 


During the time that they were engaged in 


„ careening the ſhips, and in laying in wood and 
vater, a linguiſt was diſpatched, with a very re- 
1 Wl ſpedtul letter, to the governor of theſe iſlands, 
1 requeſting his permiſſion to traffic for refreſh- 
a 


ments, as being ſubjects of Great Britain, and al- 


lies of Portugal. Soon after, the deputy gover- 


1 
vor, who was a negro, came on board the Duke, 
4 with a ſupply of hogs, fowls, oranges, limes, wa- 
( 


ter melons, muſk melons, tobacco, brandy, and 

other neceſſaries, for which he received an equi- 
t. alent in prize goods of ſmall intrinfic value. 
in The captains, delaying their voyage for ſome 
of MW days, on account of the linguiſt, who had pro- 
longed his ſtay, at laſt found themſelves obliged 
to reſolve to ſail without him, To adopt ſuch a 
reſolution, they found themſelves the more in- 
clined, that from this example others might take 
warning, who being ſent on ſhore, neglected to 
comply with their inftr auctions, and to return 
when their buſineſs was ended. 


This may probably ariſe from its being everrun 


fick here, none died; and all were alle ren by 
venclection, 
"On 
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The Iſland of St. Lucia is mountainous and 
barren, and the air is reckoned but indifferent. 
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On the 8th of October, having put the depyty 
governor on ſhore, where he was obliged to take 
up his night's lodging in a cavern, as there were 
no'habitations, the captains ſet fail for the coaſt 
of Braſil. In this paſſage, notwithſtanding all 
the precautions which had been uſed, new diſ- 
putes arole among the men; and after various 
conſultations, it was reſolved, that Mr. Page, 
who acted as ſecond mate of the Ducheſs, ſhould 
be removed on board the Duke, and another per- 
ſon ſubſtituted in his room. Captain Cooke was 
commitiioned to execute this order; but Page, 
forgetful of his duty to his ſuperior officer, ſtruck 
the captain ; and it was not without force, that 
he was conveyed on board the Duke. Being 
charged with mutiny, he deſired leave to retire, 
on ſome private buſineſs, for a minute or two, 
which being granted, he took the opportunity of 
Jumping overboard, in hopes of being able to 
reach his former thip ; but being taken up and 
puniſhed, an end was again put to this diflenſion, 
Theſe petty ſquabbles have frequently an im- 
portant and fatal influence on voyages of this 
nature; and, indeed, without ſubordination, it 
is impoſſible to navigate a ſhip, much lels to 
fight her to advantage. It 1s, therefore, the duty 
of commanders to be vigilant in enforcing dit- 
cipline, and in checking the firſt appearance of 
mutiny and tumult. | _— 
The praiſe of vigilant attention ſeems juſtly 
to belong to the principals in this expedition; 
and happy was it for their employers and crews, 
that the energy diſplayed, was always equal to 
the emergency that gave riſe to it. | 
It was the 18th of November when the 
reached the coaſt of Braſil, and anchored bet 
| the 
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the Iſle of Grande. Here new quarrels aroſe; 
and matters had certainly been carried to a dan- 
gerous pitch on board the Ducheſs, had not Cap- 
tain Courtney immediately clapped eight of the 
rioters in irons. This intimidated the reſt; and, 
in all l prevented an attempt to run 
away with the ſhip. 85 
The ill humours of the crew, however, were 
not quite done away. In a few days, ſome of 
the men endeavoured to eſcape and ſecrete them- 

WH ſelves in the woods, Two of them belonging to 

the Ducheſs being alarmed, during the night, 

with the cries of monkeys and baboons, which 
they took for tigers, were ſo frightened into duty, 
that they plunged into the water, and hallooed 
to be fetched on board; when they expreſſed 
contrition for their elopement, and were ridicul- 
ed for their fears. 

Early next morning, a canoe was diſcovered, 
and hailed to come on board ; but her crew en- 
deavouring to eſcape, made the Engliſh ſuſpici- 
ous of their defigns ; and accordingly, the pin- 
nace and yaw] were diſpatched in purſuit of her. 

Before the canoe could be brought to, it was 

found neceſſary to fire into her, by which an Indian 

was wounded. The owner and ſteerſman proved 
to be a friar, who had in his poſſeſſion a quantity 
of gold, which Captain Rogers ſuppoſed he had 
obtained in the lucrative trade of confeſſion and 
abſolution. The wounded Indian was attended 
by the ſurgeon ; but he died in two hours. The 
friar was conducted on board the Duke; but 
though he was hoſpitably entertained, he expreſſ- 
ed great chagrin at the loſs of his gold and the 
death of his ſlave, and threatened to ſeek redreſs 
either in Portugal or England. Next day, two 
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of the Engliſh, who had deſerted, were taken, 
and put in irons, and the next day the ſhips left 
this place. | y EE 
The Ifland of Grande is an elevated ſpot, riſing 
into a point in the middle. In the vicinity are 
ſeveral other ſmall iflands, or rather rocks, of a 
circular form, that make a very pictureſque ap- 
pearance. The cove where Captain Rogers wa- 
tered afforded good ſhelter; and the ſoundings 
in the environs were generally ten fathoms deep, 
The circumference of Grande is about nine 
leagues, and its whole extent is woody. Mon- 
keys and other wild beaſts abound here ; nor 
is there any deficiency in ſalutary fruits, ſuch as 
oranges, lemons, and guavas. Beef and mutton 
were found to be cheap enough, but in no great 
abundance ; hogs were ſtill more ſcarce. Caſſa- 
da is the only kind of bread known here. 

Ihe weather was delightfully fine during the 
time that the ſhips remained here ; but the heat 
of an almoſt perpendicular ſun was intenſe, and 
nearly inſupportable. Captain Rogers conſulted 
Nieuhoff's Deſcription of Brafil, and found it 

verified by his own obſervations, | ; 
Continuing their voyage to the ſouthward, 
they gradually advanced into cold latitudes ; and 
the tranſition had a very perceptible effect on the 
health of the crews. 'This induced Rogers to 
hear away for the Iſland of Juan Fernandez, 
which they could not find without fome ditficul- 
ty, from the contradictory manner in Which it 
had been laid down in the different charts. Even 
Dampier himſelf, who carried a map of the 
iſland in his head, that was found to correſpond 
with-the appearance of the country in a wonder- 
ful degree, was at a loſs how to ſteer ; and Cap- 
taln 
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tain Rogers was, at laſt, obliged to make the 
mainland of Chili, in order to ftrike a more cer- 
tain courſe to Juan Fernandez, ” 

On the 5th of January 1709, they encounter- 
ed a violent ſtorm, in which the Ducheſs was 
nearly loſt, As the crew were going to ſupper 
on the evening of that day, ſhe thipped a ſea at 
the poop, which beat in all the cabin windows 
and bulk head, and hove the firſt lientenant half 
way between the decks, with ſeveral muſkets and 
piſtols which hung there, darting a ſword, ſuſ- 
pended from the bulk head of the cabin, through 
a hammock and rug near the ſteerage; and had 
not the bulk head given way, all who were in 
the cabin muſt have inevitably been drowned. 
The yawl was ſtaved to pieces on deck; and 
when the violence and effect of this ſhock are 
conſidered, it is ſurprifing that many were not 
killed, However, they all eſcaped with their 
lives, and only one or two were wounded ; but 
there was not a dry rag of clothes left in the 
ſhip; the cheſts, hammocks, and bedding being 
all ſoaked in water. 

On the 15th they ſtood to the northward, and 
found ſmooth water in the South Seas. Two 
days after they made an accurate obſervation, 
which convinced them they had doubled Cape 
Horn, and were to the northward of Cape Vic- 
toria. The men now began to fall thick with 
the ſcurvy ; when, to their great joy, they came 
before Juan Fernandez on the 1ft of February. 
Immediately Captain Dover went off in the 
pinnace in ſearch of proviſions, and to find a 
convenient place for anchorage; but as night ſoon 
began to ſet in, and darkneſs to increaſe, the 
erews were a good deal alarmed for the ſafety of 

R 2 el 


184 ROGERS's VOYAGE, 


their companions, by the appearance of a fire on 
ſhore, which made them conclude there were 
| ſhips in the road. Thele ſhips it was conjeQury 
ed were French; and thence they drew the na- 
tural concluſion, that they muſt either be obliged 
to fight them, or remain 1n want of water or re- 
freſhments on ſhore, ſo very defirable, and ſo 
very neceſſary. | 
While under theſe diſagreeable impreſſions, 
they ſtood to the weſtward, in order to fall in 
with the ſoutherly winds, and having paſſed the 
iſland, they returned again on a different tack ; 
and inſtead of diſcovering an enemy, had the ſa- 
tisfaCtion to find the coaſt clear in every direction. 
Captain Dover and his party having been pre- 
_ viouſly taken up at ſea, he was again ſent off in 
the yawl, with Mr. Fry and fix men well armed. 
Meanwhile the Duke and Ducheſs kept plying 
to get in; but ſuch heavy ſqualls blew from the 
land, as forced them to uſe all the arts of ſea- 
manſhip, to prevent them from being driven off 
the coaſt. --- ü 
I) he yaw! not returning ſo ſoon as was expect. 
ed, Captain Rogers diſpatched the pinnace, wel 
armed, to learn the occaſion of her ſtay, as he 
began to be apprehenſive that the Spaniard 
might have garriſoned the iſland, and ſeized his 
men. He, therefore, ordered a ſignal to be pul 
out for the boat, and the Ducheſs to ſhew 1 
French enlign. SN 
In a ſhort time, however, the pinnace returned 
with a liberal ſupply of crawfiſh, and a mal 
clothed in goat's ſkins, whoſe looks were as will 
as his attire was uncouth. This perſon, wil 
will ever be diſtinguiſhed in hiſtorical romance 
had been four years. and four months on. wr 
iſlan 
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iſland, being left there by Captain Stradling, 
who commanded the ſhip called the Cinque 
Ports, of which the ſtranger had been maſter. 
His name was Alexander Selkirk, and having 
formerly ſailed with Dampier, he was recom- 
mended by that gentleman as a moſt excellent 
mariner ; and in conſequence, was immediately 
put into the place of mate on board the Duke. 
It was this man who had made a fire the preced- 
ing evening, having rightly conjectured that the 
thips were Engliſh. During his long ſtay on 
this uninhabited ſpot, he had obſerved ſeveral 
thips paſs by; but only two came to an anchor, 
and theſe belonged to the Spaniards, from whom 
he with difficulty eſcaped. To any other nation 
he would gladly have ſubmitted, that he might 
once more have regained human ſociety ; but he 
preferred death, or eternal ſolitude, to the danger 
of falling into the hands of the Spaniards, from 
whom he expected inſtant deſtruction, or pro- 
longed miſery in the mines ; well knowing their 
mortal averſion to any foreigner, who was ſo well 
acquainted with the South Seas. The Spaniards, 
it ſcems, had landed before he could recogniſe 
their country, and approached ſo near as to ſhoot 
at him, With infinite difficulty he tried to 
elcape their aim and their purſuit. Providenti- 
ally, however, he was able to climb up a tree un- 
ſeen by his enemies; and though ſome of them 


| made watery at the foot of it, and killed ſeveral 


coats cloſe by, they retired without diſcovering 
his retreat. „ . 
Selkirk, happy in his deliverance, gave an un- 


varnithed account of himſelf. He ſaid that he was 


born at Largo, in the county of Fite, in Scotland, 
and was bred a ſailor from his boyiſh years, He had 
ws R 3 been 
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been connected with the buccaneers, and had 
gone through many of the dangers of that reſo- 
lute body of men. In conſequence, however, of 
a difference between him and his captain, and 
the veſſel in which he ſailed being leaky, he at 
firſt was inclined to remain here; and after. 
wards, when the idea of ſolitude preſſed fo 
ſtrongly on his mind as to overcome perſonal ani- 
moſity and private danger, and he was deſirous 
of being taken on board, his captain refuſed to 
admit him. He had been at the iſland before to 
wood and water, when two of the ſhip's company 
were left on it for ſix months, till the ſhip, 
which had been chaſed from thence by two 
French South Sea ſhips, returned, and took them 


on board. 


When abandoned to his fate, he had with him 

his clothes and bedding, beſides a firelock, ſome 
powder, bullets, and tobacco, a hatchet, a knife, 
2 kettle, a bible, ſome practical diſcourſes, and a 
few mathematical books and inſtruments. With 
this ſlender ſtock of accommodations, he ſought 
proviſion and amuſement in the beſt manner he 
could; but, for the firſt eight months, it requir- 
ed all his fortitude to bear up againſt the melan- 
choly idea of being cut off trom human ſociety, 
and left in ſuch a deſolate place. 


At length learning to become reconciled to 


his deſtiny, he ſet about building two huts of 
pimento wood, which he covered with long graſs, 
and lined with the ſkins of goats. Theſe ani- 
mals he ſhot with abundant eaſe while his powder 
laſted, which, however, was no more than 4 
pound, and therefore ſoon exhauſted. 

He procured fire by the violent friction of two 


Pieces of pimento wood together, on his knee; 
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and as there was plenty of fue], he had thus one 
efſential comfort always in his own power. The 
leſſer hut, which was built at ſome diſtance from 
the other, was uſed as his kitchen: in the large 
one he ſlept, and employed himſelf in reading 
and religious exerciſes; ſo that as he himſelf 
obſerved, he was a better Chriſtian in his ſoli- 
tude than he ever was before, and feared ſhould 
ever be again. 

At firſt he never eat any thing till preſſed by 
the calls of hunger, which 'partly aroſe from 
his dejection of mind, and partly from his want 
of bread and ſalt; nor did he retire to reſt, 
till he was able to watch no longer. The pi- 
mento wood, which burns very clear, not only 
ſupplied the place of fire and candle, but exhili- 
rated his ſpirits with its fragrant odour. 
. Fiſh might have been procured in great plen- 
ty; but as he had no ſalt to cure them, or to eat 
with them, and found them too relaxing, he ab- 
ſtained from their uſe. However, he indulged 
himſelf in crawfiſh, nearly as large as our lobſters, 
which he found very good and falutary. Theſe 
he ſometimes boiled, and at others broiled, as he 
did his goat's fleſh, of which he made a very nu- 
tritive broth. The fleth of theſe animals is not 
lo rank as with us. He kept an account of five 
| hundred which he had killed during his reſidence 
here, and of his having caught above as many 
more, which. he marked on the ear, and then 
gave them their liberty. 5 

When Selkirk's ammunition failed, he caught 
the goats by ſwiftneſs of foot ; for being cleared 
of all groſs humours by the continual exerciſe of 
walking and running, and living almoſt in a ſtate 
of nature; he ran with ſuch fleetneſs through the 
Woods, and up the hills and rocks, that the 

ſwifteſt 
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ſwifteſt goat in the iſland was ſcarcely a match 
for him. This was verified by the perſons on 
board the Duke and Ducheſs, who, while they 
ſtayed at this place, employed him to catch goats; 
and having a bull dog ſent him from one of the 
ſhips, with ſeveral of the nimbleſt of the crew to 
aſſiſt him, he diſtanced and tired both the dog and 
men, caught the goats by dint of ſuperior ſwift- 
neſs, and brought them off on his back. | 
He told them an anecdote of himſelf, that his 
agility in purſuing a goat had once well nigh 
colt him his life; for being eagerly engaged in the 
purſuit, he caught his prey juſt on the verge of a 
precipice, of which he was not aware, and tum- 
bled down, together with it, a prodigious height. 
He was ſo ſtunned and bruiſed with the fall, 
that he lay nearly twenty-four hours in a ſtats 
of inſenſibility; and on recovering his recollec- 
tion, he found the goat dead under him. He 
was ſo much hurt by this accident, that he found 
great difficulty in crawling to his hut, which 
was about a mile's diſtance ; nor was he able to 
ſtir abroad again for ten days. By degrees he 
came to reliſh meat ſufficiently, without the ad- 
dition of bread or ſalt : perhaps the laſt is an un- 
natural and injurious condiment ; and lefs quan- 
tities of the former certainly might ſuffice, where 
there is no reſtraint in animal food. Some of 
Dampier's men had ſown a few turnips on this 
iſland, which had now overſpread ſevera] acres, 
and yielded a grateful vegetable to the folitary 
lord of the ſpot. From the cabbage trees, he 
derived another uſeful aliment; and as he had 
pienty of pimento, or Jamaica pepper, he was at 
no loſs for a ſeaſoning to his viands. Here allo 
he found a ſpecies ot black pepper, called mala 
| 5 | get, 
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a, which proved an excelent carminitive, and 
a remedy in bowel complaints. 
Selkirk ſoon wore out his ſhoes and clothes by 
running, and penetrating the tangled woods, 
When his original dreſs was gone, he furniſhed 
himſelf with a coat and cap of goat's ſkins, which 
he ſewed with thongs of the ſame material. In- 
ſtead of a needle, he made uſe of a pointed na1l.; 
and when his knife, with which he cut theſe 
thongs, was worn to the back, he fabricated 
others out of iron hoops that were left aſhore, by 
beating them ſtraight, and grinding them on 
ſtones to ſomething like an edge. 5 
The neceſſity of his circumſtances put him 
upon ſeveral curious devices. Having ſome linen 
by him, he contrived, by the aſſiſtance of a nail 
and the worſted of his old ſtockings, to make it 
up into ſhirts. When thus providentially diſco- 
vered, he had his laſt ſhirt on. 9 

Being obliged to go barefoot, his feet had ac- 
quired a degree of calloſity, which rendered the 
ule of ſhoes and ſtockings not only uſeleſs but 
irkſome, at firſt. Indeed, it was ſome time be- 
fore he could ſubmit to wear them, as his feet 
{welled on his attempt to conform himſelf to ori- 
ginal uſages. - 

During his long ſequeſtration in the Iſland of 
Juan Fernandez, he hit on various expedients to 
relieve the tediouſneſs of time. After having 
overcome the firſt impreſſions of melancholy, he 
uſed to amuſe himſelf with cutting his name on 
the trees, and the date and continuance of his 
ſolitude. At firſt he was much peſtered with 
rats, which having been conveyed hither by fome 
European ſhips, had got on ſhore, and increaſed 
prodigiouſly, Theſe ſometimes gnawed his 185 
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and clothes while he ſlept, which induced him 
to make friends with the cats, by feeding them 
liberally with goat's fleſh. By degrees they grew 
ſo tame, that he has been ſurrounded by hun- 
dreds at once; and by ſuch powerful auxili- 
aries, he was ſoon freed from the depredations 


of the rats. He alſo found means to domeſticate 
ſeveral kids; and to divert his languor, would 
now and then dance and fing with them and his 
cats; ſo that by the favour of Providence, and 
the vigour of youth, being now only thirty years 
old, he at laſt vanquiſhed all the inconveniences 
of ſolitude, and grew reconciled to his ſituation. 
When he was firſt taken on board Captain 
Rogers's ſhip, he had ſo much forgot his native 

language, from long diſuſe, that he could ſcarce- 
ly make himſelf intelligible. A dram being of. 
fered him, he declined it with evident averſion; 
for being habituated to water, he could not en- 
dure any thing of a ſpirituous nature; and, in- 
deed, it was ſometime before he could reliſh the 
ordinary proviſions of the ſhip. „ 

With regard to the productions of the iſland, 
he could make but a ſmall addition to what 
had been known before by Europeans. He 
ſaid there was a kind of black plums, of ex- 
cellent flavour, but difficult to be procured, as 
they were only to be found on rocks and high 
mountains. Pimento trees, he obſerved, were 
very numerous, and of great magnitude ; and 
cotton trees were ſtill of greater height and di- 
menſions. | 

The climate is ſo propitious, that the trees 
and graſs preſerve a perpetual verdure. The 


winter laſts no longer than June and July, and] 


is not then ſevere. There is but little froſt and 
| {now j 
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ſnow ; but the rains are ſometimes exceſſively 
| heavy. The heat of the ſammer is moderate ; - 
and there is not much thunder or tempeſtuous 
weather of any ſort. 
Selkirk ſaw no venomous or ſavage creature - 
on his domain; nor any large quadruped, ſave 
goats, the breed of which had been ſet on ſhore 
here by Juan-Fernandez, a Spaniard, who, with 
a few families, attemped to colonize the iſland ; 
but afterwards removed to Chili, a fituation 
more lucrative and eligible. The goats, how- 
ever, having got malls Gon. of the remote and 
almoſt inacceſlible ſpots of the iſland, could not 
be diſlodged; and to. this day furniſh ſupplies 
for veſſels that occaſionally viſit the place. | 
Only a few of Selkirk's countrymen. had the 
curioſity to viſit his retreat; the way to it was 
ſo rugged and intricate, that perſons, unuſed to 
ſuch ſeenes, could with difficulty proceed. All, 
however, acknowledged his utility in facilitat- 
ing the buſineſs of wooding and watering, and 
laying in proviſions, which his acquaintance 
with the ſpot rendered eaſy to him. He like- 
wite was inſtrumental in recovering the ſick, by 
directing to a plant, reſembling teverfew, of a 
moſt grateful and cordial ſcent, with which the 
ents of the ailing were firewed, to their ſenſible 
romfort and advantage. Several bundles of this 
plant, being collected and dried in the ſhade, 
vere carried on board, to be uſed as occaſion 
ight require. 
It ſhould here be remarked, what indeed few 
re ignorant of, that when Selkirk came to Eng- 
ind, he was adviſed to put his papers into the 
ands of the celebrated Daniel Defoe, to arrange 
publication; but that ingeniqus literary pi- 
rate, 
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rate, converting the original materials, by the fup 
aid of a luxuriant fancy, into the well known tim 
romance of Robinſon Cruſoe, defrauded Selkirk W pro 
of the emolument, which it was reaſonable ty 8 
ſuppoſe he might have reaped, from an unaffett- W fer: 
ed narrative of his ſolitary occupations and WM ry x 
thoughts. | = i ; of t 

But he has gained a diſtinguiſhed niche in the / 
temple of Fame; and while the Englith language MW nar 
laſts, the Romance to which he gave birth, and to ! 
which will ſerve to recal his name, muſt delight fbl, 
and improve every perſon ſuſceptible of generous MW boa 


impreſſions. | atic 
To return to the hiſtory of the voyage. On MW wer 
the 3d of February the ſmith's forge was erected M hon 
on ſhore, and the carpenters ſet to work. Cap-WM wei 
tain Rogers had a ſmall tent raiſed for himſelt, Iſla 
and the Ducheſs had a large one for the that 
accommodation of the fick. Some of thoſe on C 
board were employed in ſupplying the reſt with twe 
various kinds of fiſh, of which the coaſt furnii-W proc 
ed a luxuriant ſtore. There were alſo mam jou 
marine fowls, of confiderable fize, in the bay; day 
but they had a fiſhy taſte.” Mr. Selkirk, wißt the 
was now complimented with the title of goverM the 
nor, never failed to procure two or three goats ral 
a day, for the relief of the fick ; by the help d The 
which, together with a liberal ſupply of vegetal arc | 
bles, and' the natural ſalubrity of the air, ths A 
whole crew was ſoon in a convaleſcent ſtate. into 
They employed about a week in refitting tl ma] 
ſhips, and in laying in neceſſaries. During tuM then 
period too, they boiled up about eighty gallo perf, 
of ſea-lions oil, of which they might have pr 0 


cured ſeveral tuns, had they been provided wil 
veſſels. This oil being refined for the lam 
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fupplied the place of candles: · and was ſome- 
times uſed by the ſailors inſtead of butter; and 
proved not unpleaſant. 

Seals were extremely numerous, and were pre- 
ferred by the ſhips companies to their cuſtoma- 
ry proviſions. Indeed ſome efteemed the fleſh. 
of this animal equal to Engliſh lamb. | 

As they had received intelligence at the Ca- 
naries, that five ſtout French thips were about 
to ſail into theſe ſeas, the Engliſh made all poſ- 
fible expedition to convey their neceſſaries on 
board ; and on the 13th of February, a conſult- 
ation was held; in which ſeveral regulations 
1 were made for preſerving ſecrecy, diſcipline, and 
(1 honeſty, on board both veſſels; and next day they 
WH weighed, with an intention of ſteering for the 
„ iftand of Lobos de la Mar; having loſt no more 
ol than two men on the Ifland of Juan Fernandez. 
n On the 17th, two men were exchanged be- 
nn tween the Duke and Ducheſs, to ſee that reci- 
WM procal juſtice was done; and to prevent any jea- 
7 jouly that might ariſe between the crews. Same 
day they made land, which they ſuppoſed was 
a the Iſle of Pajaros; and on the 24th they croſſed 
che tropic of capricorn. Here they ſaw ſeve- 
ral tropic birds, among which were boobies. 
Theſe birds are about the fize of a magpie : they 
are high fliers, and ſubfiſt chiefly on fiſh. 

A few days after, the pinnaces were hoiſted 
into the water, to try them under fail, with a 
imall gun fixed in each. It was intended to uſe 
them as ſmall privateers, aud it was found t oy 
performed to expectation. 

On the .3d of March, the as Was ex- 
tremely hot. This day they ſaw ſeveral trees 
and pieces of wood floating in the water, with 
Vor, II. 8 many 
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many weeds, on which abundance of ſea-larks 
were perched. Captain Cooke ſhot ſome of them, 
as alſo a ſeal, which immediately funk. With 
the fizgig, they ſtruck a very large ſun-fiſh ; but 
it eſcaped at laſt from their purſuit. Here they 
ſaw ſeveral flying fith, which darted ſometimes 


as far as a gun ſhot before they dropped in the 


water, They ſeemed to be much perſecuted by 
their enemies the dolphins, which, ſwimming 
with great velocity, frequently catch them, 


when exhauſted, on the ſurface of the ſea. 


The nights ſoon became very cold, confidering 
the latitude ; nor were the days ſo hot as might 
have been expected in a climate where it never 
rains. The nocturnal dews, however, compen- 


fate this deficiency, though the air is generally 


ſerene, | 11 99 5 

On the 15th they took a ſmall veſſel bound 
from Guiaquil to Cheripe, to load for flour: ſhe 
had been out fixtcen days. The maſter and crew 


were Indians, and ſhe had only one Spaniſh paſ- 
ſenger on board. 


She contained nothing of 
any value ſave about fifty pounds in money. On 
enquiring after news, they were informed, that 
all the French ſhips had departed for Europe 
fome months before; and that for ſtrong reaſons 
they were to be allowed to trade there no more, 
It was added, that the Spaniards had contracted 


ſuch an averſion to the French, that they had 


Killed many of them at'Callao ; and animoſities 
ran fo high, between the two nations, that, for 
ſome time before the natives of France left the 
coaſt, it was found expedient to debar them from 


the privilege of going on ſhore, 


The priſoners alſo affured the Engliſh, that na 
enemies had been! in thote leas fince the depart- 
ure 
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ure of Captain Dampier, about four years before; 
and that Captain Stradling's ſhip, the Cinque 
Ports, who was Dampier's conſort, foundered on 
the coaſt of Barbacom, where only he and about 
fx or ſeven of his men were ſaved. Theſe being 
taken captives, were ſent to Lira, where they 
bad been detained ever ſince; ſo that Selkirk, 
compared to them, might bave thought himſelf 
happy in his ſolitude at Juan Fernandez. 

aving manned the prize with Engliſh ſailors, 
they proceeded for Lobos; and had it not been 
for the information received from the crew 
of the captured veſſel, the ſhips probably would 
have been endangered by attempting to run over 
the ſhoals that lie between the iſland and the 
main. 

On the 17th, however, they came to an an- 
chor, between the two Iflands of Lobos de la 
Mar; and next day, prepared to fit out the 
prize as a cruiſer, under the command of Mr. 
Stratton, giving her the appropriate appellation 
of, the Beginning. By the 20th ſhe was ſtored 
with provifions, and manned with thirty-two 
men; after which, ſhe put to fea, together with 
the Ducheſs. In a few days the Ducheſs brought 
in another prize, of fifty tons burden, with a car- 
go of timber, ſome cocoa nuts, and tobacco, which 
laft was diftributed equally among the crevs. 

This new prize was called the Increaſe; and 
being cleaned and refitted, the fick were tran- 
iported on board her, under the care of the ſur- 
Jeon and Mr. Selkirk, who acted as maſter, 

The Iſlands of Lobos de la Mar, where the 
lay, are fo called, to diſtinguith them from Lobos 
de la Tarra. They are about ſix miles lovg, and 
forty eight from the continent ; and afford nei- 
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ther wood, water, or vegetables. The foil is a 


ſteril white clay, mixed with ſand and rocks, = 
and ſeveral veins of ſlate. Ships, however, find the 
ſafe anchorage here, in about twenty fathoms : 
water. bro 

Carrion crows almoſt cover the ſpot, which the 
Captain Cooke, at landing, taking tor turkeys, Hat 


felicitated himſelf at the fight, and hoped to od 


fare deliciouſly. So eager was he to enjoy this the 

fancied favourite food, that he leaped into the | G 
water with his gun, before the boat could land tha 
| him; and getting near to two of them, that were roy 
1 fitting on a rock, brought them down at once. wit 
4 But judge his diſappointment, and the ridicule ref; 
1 to which he was expoſed, when, coming up to ren 
4 | ſeize his game, he found it ſtunk inſufferably; * 
1 and that the feaſt he had promiſed himſelf had ſhi 
1 furniſhed only a jeſt againſt him. 49 
1 In theſe iſlands are likewiſe penguins, peli- pla 
4 cans, and boobies, and a ſort of duck, that bur- que 
. rows in the ground*. The ſhips crew procured alſo 
4% immenſe quantities of theſe laſt, and praiſed Pair 
id them as being delicious food. They found abun- he 
bs dance of bulruſhes and empty jars, which had * 
N been left by the Spaniſh fiſhermen ; for all over On 
x this coaſt, jars are uſed inſtead of caſks, as the Eu 
Nt receptacles of oil, wine, and other fluids. pie 
| The lfles of Lobos alſo afforded ſome fea-hons, man 
4 and abundance of ſeals, much larger than thoſe \ 
ll at Juan Fernandez; but leſs valuable for their mer 
il Furs. Several of theſe were killed for the ſake into 
| 1 of their livers; but a Spaniard, who was on board, EO 
it dying ſuddenly after this kind of repaſt, the offi- the) 
ill cCers interdicted the uſe of this ſuppoſed delicacy 
I * Is this the anas tadorna of Linnzus ? 
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in future. Indeed the | ca accounted all 
ſeal fleſh, particularly if old, very unfriendly to 


The wind, which always blew freſh over land, 
brought a very noiſome and offenſive ſmell from 
the ſeals on ſhore, which gave ſeveral perſons a 
violent headach; though they had never perceiv- 
ed the fame effluvia nor effects from the ſeals on 
the thores of Juan Fernandez. 

The captains were informed by their priſoners, 
that it was believed, the widow of the late vice- 
roy of Peru would ſhortly embark, for Acapulco, 
with her family and riches; and ſtop at Paita to 
refreih, or ſail within ſight of it. She was to be 
conveyed by a king's thip of thirty-fix guns. They 
farther ſaid, that about eight months before, a 
ſhip, with two hundred thouſand pieces of 
eight, and adignitary of the church, with much 
plate on board, beſides a cargoe of flour and li- 
quors, had paſſed by Paita for Acapulco. They 
alto added, that one Signior Morel was left at 
Paita, in a ſtou tſhip, laden with dry goods; that 
he was bound for Lima; and that a ſhip, richly 
luden, was expected in a few days, from Panama, 
On receiving this intereſting intelligence, the 
Engliſh reſolved to ſpend as much time as poſſi- 
ble in the vicinity of Paita, but to remain as 
much as they could in ſecrecy. 

While they lay here, they obſerved a pheno- 
menon, which ſuperſtition has often converted 
into an engine of terror. The ſea aſſumed the 
colour of blood; and this, upon inveſtigation, 
they aſcribed to the real cauſe, the quantity of 
ſpawn which ſwam on its ſurface. | 

On the 2d of April, they took a prize, which 
proved to be the ſhip afore mentioned, — 

| i 0 
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ed by Signior Morel, and his brother, of about man 
three hundred tons burden. She was deeply la- con 


den with dry goods; and, excluſive of her car- to | 
goe, had fifty negroes on board, and many pal- Dan 
ſengers from Panama to Lima, with an ample reſe: 
ſtock of freſh proviſions. The command of this to ce 
veſſel was given to Mr. Fry, the captor. 55 and 
The ſubſequent day, the Beginning took a blac. 
prize of about fifty tons, laden with timber, be- abo 
ſides ſome money and plate. By this veſſel, in- 0 
J formation was received, that the ecclefiaſtic, al- whe 
1 ready mentioned, was coming by ſea from Pa- agre 
4 nama to Lima; on which news the cruiſers were men 
14 ſtationed in ſuch a manner as ſeemed moſt like bedd 
" ly to intercept the expected ſail. | exce 
4 About this period ſome diſputes broke out to be 
* among the ſuperiors in the expedition, and Mr. or © 
i Vanburgh was removed from the council. This tas; 
4 diſagreement was the more to be lamented, as fixes 
iN ſeveral plans of importance were in agitation, thou 
pf In particular, a reſolution had been taken to at- mon 
NR tempt the town of Guiaquil ; in order to which, Prec! 
1 it was determined to ſend the Duke and the Be- reta! 
Wi ginning to Paita, each for a ſeparate purpoſe. depc 
4 Several conſultations were afterwards held, ſatis 
4 and circumſtances being duly weighed, the con- clare 
4 queſt of Guiaquil was ; finally reſolved on ; and on 1 
I inſtructions drawn up to regulate the conduct of beha 
41 the commanders in the enterpriſe. nr{Þ 
4 On the 12th of April, it was ſettled 1 in another of w 
j committee, that it would be dangerous to ſend E. 
1 the Beginning into Paita, as had been originally fail 
1 intended, for fear of a diſcovery: but the reſolu- Duk 
i tion of attacking Guiaquil was {till adhered to. the 
1 4 This enterpriſe was to be conducted by Captains mee! 
Y Rogers, Courtney, and Dover; ; the firſt to com- 
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mand feyenty one officers and ſailors : the ſe- 
cond to head ſeventy three men; and the third 
to have ſeventy marines under his direction. 
Dampier was to command the artillery, with a 
reſerve of twenty-two men; Captain Cooke was 
to command the Ducheſs with forty-two men 
and Captain Fry the Duke with forty men. The 
blacks, Indians, and priſoners, amounted to 
about two hundred more. 

On the 13th they approached Cape Blanco; 
when a committee being ſummoned, it was 
agreed, for the encouragement of the officers and 
men, that all gold rings, buttons, and buckles, 
bedding, wearing apparel, and all ſorts of arms, 
except great guns, ſhould be allowed as plunder, 
to be equally divided among the men, on board 
or on ſhore, according to their reſpective quo- 
tas; and that all wrought gold or filver, cruct- 
fixes, and watches, found among the priſoners, 
ſhould alfo be deemed plunder : except coined 
money, ear-rings, looſe diamonds, pearls, and 
precious ftones z and that none ſhould privately 
retain any ſpoils, but bring them to the public 
depot, where a regiſter was to be kept, for the 
ſatisfaction of all concerned. It was farther de- 
clared, that whoever ſhould commit any diſorder 
on ſhore, diſobey command, quit their poſt, or- 
behave with cowardice, thould be ſeverely pu- 
niſhed; beſides being mulcted to the full amount 
of what they might expect from the plunder. 

Early on the morning of the 15th, they ſaw a 
fai} near the ſhore; and having little wind, the 
Duke's boat, commanded by Captain Fry, and 
the Ducheſs's by Captain Cooke, rowed off, to 
meet her, in nn mah that neither had taken 
18 


- 
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in her full complement of men nor guns. In 
fact, they had only ten muſkets, four piſtols, and 


a ſmall quantity of ammunition on board, and not 


a drop of water. The event of ſuch a precipi- 
tate undertaking may eaſily be conjectured. 
They rowed very hard for ſix leagues, to come up 
with her; and on the Duke's boat nearing her, 
ſhe put out Spaniſh colours, and fired a gun, 
'The Dukes boat then lay by for her conſort to 
come up. Soon after, the diſpute became hot, 
and continued fo for a long ſpace; the boats 
keeping up a conſtant fire, and the enemy an- 
ſwering it with vigour. In this nnequal conteſt, 
Captain Rogers's brother and another perſon were 
killed, and three wounded in both boats. 1 5 

At length the Duke's boat, finding the at- 
tempt too arduous, bore away, and was ſoon 
followed by the other ; but Captain Fry, puiting 
ſome of his men on board the Ducheſss boat, 
with a ſupply of powder and ſhot, Captain 
Cooke was animated with new reſolution, and 
attacked the enemy again; and at laſt, the ſhips 


coming up, ſhe was compelled to ſtrike. The 


men begged for good quarter; and were promiſ- 
ed all cuſtomary indulgencies. This was the 
| ſhip which had been ſo long expected. She was 
French built, and was intended for a man of 
war. She had ſeventy blacks and many paſſen- 
gers on board, with a conſiderable quantity of 
pearls. The chief lading was bale goods. The 
dignitary had been ſet on ſhore, at Point St. He- 

lena, with the principal part of his treaſure. 
This ſhip was capable of carrying twenty-four 
guns, but had no more than fix mounted. 
Among the paſſengers were ſome opulent mer- 
chants of Lima. Captain Cooke took gs - 
0 


4 
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of this prize, diſtributing the priſoners among 
the other ſhips. of | LY 
Every thing being prepared, on the 17th, the 
party appointed to make a deſcent on Guiaquil, 
went on board the two barks; when Captain 
Cooke was ſent for on board the Ducheſs, and 
Captain Fry to the Duke, to take care of the 
ſhips, prizes, and priſoners, which were to keep 
at a convenient diſtance from the barks, to pre- 
vent their being diſcovered by the enemy. Af- 
ter this, Captain Rogers and Captain Courtney, 
with the barks under their command, came to an 
anchor off Punta Arena; then taking to their 
boats, with forty men, they made. for Puna, a 
ſwampy iſland covered with mangroves; and 
took their ftation next morning cloſe under the 


ind, that they might not be ſeen from the 
town. T 2 


The ſhip, coming up towards evening, the 
boats weighed, and came again to a grappling, 
within half a mile of the ſcene of action ; and 
lay in ſuch a manner, as to reſemble drift timber 
on the water. On this occaſion a diſpute aroſe 
among the officers about their future operations, 
and words ran ſo high, as to reach the Spani- 
ards on ſhore ; but fortunately they did not un- 
derftand the language they heard, and were too 

much intimidated to ſpread an effectual alarm. 
Abent four next morning, the boats came 
ddoſe up with Puna, where they ſecured all the 
canoes and log boats, and ſeized the governor 
of the town with about twenty of the inhabit - 
ants, from whom they had the pleaſure to learn, 
that no alarm had been communicated to Guia- 
qui]; thoſe who had fled from Puna, thinking 
anly of their own ſecurity by flying to the woods. 
n 
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In this place, however, they found a paper, a 
copy of which had been diſtributed all along 
the coaſt, conveying the intelligence that Dam- 
pier was again in thoſe ſeas. This ſtimulated 
the Engliſh to haſten their deſigns before afhſi- 
ance ſhould arrive from” Lima ; which, indeed, a 
they did not apprehend was poſſible in the ſhort at an 


time that was required for the completion of their comi: 
plan. | . A co 
April 21ſt, the Beginning was ſent ahead to- proce 
wards Punta Arena, where the found an empty Accor 
veſſel riding cloſe under the point. She was the g 
ſent to take in a lading of ſalt; but the crew ef th 
ſeeing the Englith approach, thought proper to = "WF: 
abandon her to their mercy. he af 
The apprehenſions of detection being now en- hic 
tirely removed, the barks and boats rowed for obſer 


the town of Guiaquil; and at eleven at night 
| ſaw a light, which determined them to proceed 
with filent caution. When they were within 
a mile of the town, they heard one ſentinel call 
to another, talk ſome time, and order ſomething 
reſpecting fire. | 

Perceiving that they were: diſcovered, they 
rowed over to the other fide; and ſoon ſaw ma- 
ny lights all over the town, and by the water 
fide. They heard the alarm bell ring, ſeveral 


WOur 


volleys fired, and a beacon lighted up, to an- Or 
nounce the approach of an enemy. befor 
On this a council was held in one of the boats, ſome 
to reſolve whether they thould land immediately, ¶ chor 
or wait the return of day. The officers dif- fon 
fering in their opinions, it was ultimately agreed, Ml tous | 
that, fince they did not know the ground, and Wl diſpa 
the barks and artillery were not come up, it gore; 


would be adviſable to wait till light, Mean- BI treat 


while, 
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while; they fell down the river a little way, to 
join the reſt of the armament, and were ſaluted 
with fome random ſhot, which at firſt they 
thought proceeded from the Spaniards ranged on 
the ſhore; „%%; X 
At day break, they diſcovered one of the barks 
at anchor, cloſe under the ſhore; and the other 
coming up with the flood, the forces all joined. 
A council being held in the pinnace, they now 
proceeded up the river, and ſent a flag of truce, 
accompanied by the captain of the laſt prize, and 
the governor of Puna, to the corregidor, or mayor 
of the town. : ot od 
When the deputation waited on this officer, 
he atked the number and force of the Engliſh, 
which they took care to magnify. The corregidor 
obſerved, that they were boys and not men ; but 
the captain of the prize, informing him that he 
would find they were men, as they had fought 
him bravely in their open boats, though he had 
killed one of the commander's brothers, and 
wounded ſeveral others, adviſed him to agree to 
ranſom the town ; adding, that though he could 
command a force of three thouſand men, it 
would be ineffectual to ſave him. The corregi- 
by coolly replied to this vaunt, “ my horſe is 
„„ 

On the 23d, the barks being towed cloſe up 
before the town, the pinnace went in purſuit of 
ſome veſſels, and brought fix of them to an an- 
chor cloſe by the barks. They alſo took poſſeſ- 
fon of two new ſhips, of about four hundred 
tons each. After this, another flag of truce was 
diſpatched to the town; and in a ſhort time the 
governor came on board one of the prizes, to 
treat about the ranſom of the town and ſhipping, 

2 and 
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and to purchaſe the negroes and goods: For the bar] 


latter he offered one hundred and forty pieces of I nex 
eight per bale. eve. 
Having opened the negotiator, he defired to the 
- Teturn, in order to prevail on the principal inha- 1 
bitants to accede to the ranſom ; promiſing to re- ſanc 
turn by ſeven in the evening; but he failed in and 
his appointment. Meanwhile the boats proceed- be o 


ed up the river, in queft of more ſhips, but they had 
could not find any. However, they captured wit! 
ſome canoes with a {mall quantity of plate on W prox 


board. tere 

Towards midnight, the ſentinel hailed a boat the 
which brought a meſſenger from the corregidor, man 
and a preſent, conſiſting of two bags of flour, the) 
two ſheep, and two hogs already killed; two jars of 1 


wine, and two of brandy; aſſuring the Engliſh, dor 
that the corregidor would have been punctual neg. 
to his appointment, had not one of the principal dem 


merchants been abſent; but that he would cer- they 
tainly be with them by ſeven in the morning; fore 
and begged they would conſider him as a man of A 
honour. The commanders returned their com- to b. 


pliments to the municipal officer, and their payr 
thanks for his preſent; and defired that he might MW tatet 
be informed that they hoped he would convince I aver 
them of his honourable conduct, by meeting confi 
them at the appointed time; otherwiſe the treaty I an 1 
would be at an end. that 

About ſeven in the morning, a flag of truce Ml cite 
was diſcovered flying on board one of the new ment 
ſhips; when manning the pinnace, the captains WI Poſe: 


ſent their linguiſt w ith a promiſe, that if the cor- WM Privi 
regidor would come on board the prize, he that 
ſhould have a ſafe conduct. On this he ventur- mitte 
ed with three perſons in his train, The two BI de de 


barks 
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barks were then ordered cloſe under the ſhore, 
next the principal buildings in the town, and 
every preparation was made for landing, in caſe 
the treaty ſhould be broken off. 

The captains began by demanding fifty thou- 
ſand pieces of eight, as the ranſom for the town 
and ſhipping ; beſides which, the governor ſhould 
be obliged to buy off the negroes and goods which 
had been captured, at certain ſtipulated prices, 
within the ſpace of nine days. To the latter 
propoſal, the Spaniards readily acceded, and of- 
fered to leave two hoſtages for the fulfilment of 
the conditions: but refuſed to give the ſum de- 
manded for the town and ſhips, alleging, that 
they had a ſufficient force to protect them. 

The commanders perceiving that the corregi- 
dor was anxious to gain time by protracting the 
negotiation, peremptorily told him, that if their 
demands were not complied with immediately, 
they would ſet the town and ſhips 1 in a blaze be- 
tore night. 

Atlaſt the corregidor and his attendants agreed 
to buy the cargoes, and to give hoſtages for the 
payment of forty thoutand pieces of eight, for the 


tſafety of the town and ſhipping; but being 
> WI averle to ſign this agreement till it ſhould be 
confirmed by the principal perſons on ſhore, and 
an Indian coming off to inform the corregidor, | 
that his men were ready to begin the attack, in 
e Wl cite he had not been able to come to an agree 


ment, it was propoſed to ſeize him, for this ſup- 
poſed duplicity of conduct. But claiming the 
privilege of the flag of truce, and the promiſe 
that was made him of a ſafe return, he was per- 
mitted to depart; and an hour's time given him 
to determine in this important criſis. 
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Several attempts being made in vain to effec- 
tuate a treaty, the Englith towed nearer the ſhore, 
with the union jack at their top-maſt heads. At 
four in the afternoon they landed, and firing on 
their knees, at the brink of the ſand, again load- 
ed, and advanced with an impetuoſity, that put 
the Spaniards to flight, after they had diſcharged 
one volley. The Engliſh, preſſing forward, pur- 
ſued them with amazing intrepidity; and on 
gaining the ſtreets, ſaw four guns ready to open on 
them, before a ſpacious church. No ſooner, 
however, did they come in ſight of this battery, 
than the Spaniſh horſe retired in precipitation. 
Captain Rogers, animating his men to ſeize the 
guns, advanced, at the head of a ſmall party, 
within piſtol ſhot, and ſo intimidated the enemy 
by the reſolution he diſplayed, that after one ge- 
neral diſcharge, they all fled, except an Iriſh gun- 
ner, who remained at his poſt till covered with 
wounds, of which he afterwards died. | 

A ſtrong body of the aſſailants now coming up 
under the command of Captains Courtney and 
Dover, the commander in chief was enabled to 


| ſecure the poſt he had ſo bravely gained; and 


took poſſeſſion of the church, where he found 
about a dozen priſoners | 
It is worthy remark that, from the time of 
landing till the ſeizing of the guns and taking 
poſſeſſion of the church, not more than half an 
hour elapſed. Such rapid movements were 
enough to ſtrike a panic into a braver foe. The 
guns were now turned againſt the Spaniards; 
and Dampier took charge of them with a body of 
twenty-five men. In a ſhort time, the town was 


evacuated ; however, it was thought prudent t0 


fire a few houſes fronting the church; becault 
I 
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in this quarter there was a hill and thick woods, 
under cover of which the Spaniards might annoy 
the guard. And indeed they kept up an irregu- 
lar and ineffectual fire all night at the ſentinels; 
and ſeveral parties of horſe and foot made their 
appearance, but dared not make any attempts. 
The houſes continued burning all night and part 
of the next day. Still, however, it was not the 
wiſh of the Engliſh to make a general conflagra- 
tion. 3 

While theſe things were tranſacting in the 
town, the Ducheſs's pinnace with twenty- two 
men, commanded by Lieutenant Connelly, pro- 
ceeding up the river, landed at every houſe, and 
ſecured all the plate and valuables they could 
find. They had ſome ſkirmiſhes with the ene- 
my, who avoided coming to any deciſive action. 

The houſes on the banks of the river, this par- 
ty found crowded with women. In one, above a 
dozen well dreſſed young ladies were aflembled, 
from whom they took ſeveral gold chains and 
ear-rings ; but behaved with ſuch decent propri- 
ety, that theſe females offered to dreſs proviſions 
for them, and brought them a caſk of excellent 
liquor. Theſe, ladies, however, had contrived to 
ſecrete ſome of their moſt valuable chains, by faſ- 
tening them round their waiſts, legs, and thighs, 
which being perceived, the linguiſt was defired to 
inform them that it was expected they would 
part with theſe ornaments, but that no indecent 
violence would be uſed. | | 

On the return of Connelly's party down the 
river, they called at the ſame houſe again, 
where the ladies expreſſed no uneaſineſs or 
ſurpriſe, but ſupplied them with proviſions. In 
their progreſs they had taken a large empty bark, 

| which 
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which they abandoned. This excurſion neated 
about one thouſand pound in gold chains, ear- 
rings, and plate; and had two boats been engag- 
ed in it, they might have doubled that ſum; for 
while they were plundering the houſes on one 
fide of the river, they obſerved thoſe on the op- 
poſite ſhore, carrying off their moſt valuable ſub- 
ſtance, which it was not in their power to pre- 
vent. They alſo informed Captain Rogers, that 
in their courſe they had obſerved a conſiderable 
number of horſe and foot well armed; from 
which they conjectured that the enemy, under 
pretence of negotiating, were only endeavouring 
to gain time till they could overpower them with 
numbers. On this it was agreed that, to prevent 
ſurpriſe, the Englith were to aſſemble in a body 
on every alarm. 
On the 24th Captain Dover kept guard all day, 


and the Engliſh colours ſtreamed on the towers 


of the church ; while Captains Rogers and Court- 
ney were employed in conveying the moſt uſeful 
articles to the waterſide. Same day the Gover- 
nor of Puna, with another priſoner, was diſpatch- 
ed with new offers for ranſoming the town ; but 
returned in the evening with an ambiguous an- 
{wer. | 

Next day they were informed that the enemy 
were deſcending the hill, on which the alarm 
was given, and part of the men being left with 
the guns, Captains Rogers and Courtney joining 
their forces, which did not exceed ſeventy men, 
advanced to the attack; on which the Spaniards 
again retired within the woods. The two cap- 
tains, however, diſagreeing about the propriety 
of keeping poſſeſſion of that quarter of the town, 
marched back, carrying with them tome of 1 
mo 
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moſt valuable effects, which were depoſited in 
the barks. gs | 


ſhipping, to be paid in twelve days. This delay 
the captains could not accede to, particularly as 
they were apprized that the enemy had diſpatch- 
ed an expreſs to Lima, to expedite the expected 
ſuccours. The Spaniards ſtill ſhewed themſelves 
thick in the woods, and ſometimes ventured ont, 
to commence an attack ; but always retired after 


a ſingle diſcharge. Meanwhile proviſions and 


valuables continued to be ſhipped off from the 


town; and every precaution was taken to 


ſtrengthen the guard, where the cannon were 


mounted. At night, a ſtrong party occupied 


the church, round which ſentinels were placed at 
ſmall diſtances, to be ready to communicate with 
the main body, on the leaſt appearance of danger. 
In conſequence of the ſtrict orders which had 


been iſſued, to fire at every perſon who did not 


anſwer on being challenged, a French ſentinel, 
who had been improvidently employed, ſhot one 


of the ſailors dead, becauſe being hailed in a lan- 


guage he did not underſtand, the poor fellow 
Eknew not how to make a reply. 
Proviſions and plunder ſtill continued to be 
| WW conveyed on board the ſhips, with unremitting 
; activity ; nevertheleſs, one more effort was made 
to procure a ranſom for the town ; and accord- 
ingly the moſt poſitive aſſurance was given to the 
Spaniards, on the morning of the 26th, that un- 
leſs ſufficient hoſtages were given for the pay- 
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The following day, a deputation arrived from 
the corregidor, with an offer of thirty thouſand 
pieces of eight, as a ranſom for the town and 
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fix days, the town ſhould be ſet on fire by three 
in the afternoon. _ | | | 
Only one hour before the expiration of the 
limited time, meſſengers arrived from the Spa- 
niſh camp, to. ſignify that the propoſal was ac- 
cepted, and that the Governor of Puna and an- 
other old gentleman of reſpectability were to re- 
main as hoſtages for the performance of it; or if 
theſe two were not ſufficient, the two gentlemen 
who brought this notice might be added to them. 
The captains generouſly refuſed to detain the two 
deputies, and they were ſent back to get the 
agreement figned. : DEE, 
The Governor of Puna and the other hoſtage 
lay that night at the Engliſh quarters; and next 
morning were put on board one of the ſhips, 
while the Engliſh drew off from Guiaquil with 
drums beating, colours flying, and other demon- 
ſtrations of triumph. Immediately the Spami- 
ards returned and occupied their former habita- 
tions, In retiring from tbe town, Captain Ro- 
gers, with a ſmall party brought up the rear, and 
he had an opportunity of being convinced how 
weary the men were of a military life ; for many 
of them threw away. their arms, through mere 
lazineſs, and left them to be picked up by the 
rear. | 
One curions incident it may be entertaining to 
mention. As Captain Rogers was marching out 
of town, he happened to miſs one John Gabriel, 
a Dutchman ; but taking it for granted that he 
was either killed or made priſoner, thought it 
unavailing to delay the march on his account, 
The phlegmatic Dutchman, however, had taken 
up his quarters at a houſe where he found ſome 
excellent 
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excellent brandy; and by often taſting of this 


potent beverage, he was at laſt laid completely 


on the floor; and in this condition of drunken 
ſtupefaction he remained, when the Engliſh 


quitted the town. Soon after, the maſter of the 


houſe returned, and finding a man ſtretched at 
his full length in ſuch a condition, that it was 


difficult to determine whether he was dead or 


alive, reſolved to make the experiment; but firſt 
called in ſome neighbours, who adviſed him, as 
a preliminary ſtep, to remove the Dutchman's 
arms. This being done without diſturbing their 
inebriated poſſeflor, they next raiſed him up, to 
try if he could ftand. 'The motion recalled the 
dormant powers of life; he tottered, began to 
open his eyes and ftare about him, and ſeem- 


ed to think himſelf in wrong company. The 
honeſt Spaniard, however, ſoon removed his ap- 


prehenſion, by reſtoring his arms, and bidding 
him make all the haſte he could, to rejoin his 
companions, who were not yet embarked. The 
Dutchman did not want many entreaties to be 
gone; the alarm he had felt brought him a little 


to his ſenſes, and he moved off with all the ala- 
crity imaginable, and got ſafe on board. Cap- 


tain Rogers remarks, that this was the only man 
who had neglected his duty, by getting drunk ; a 
circumftance that reflects high credit on the com- 
pany, conſidering the predatory nature of their 
enterpriſe, and the temptations they muſt have 
had to indulge in exceſſes. 


That punctilio of honour, from which the 


Spaniards never depart in appearance, and not 


often in reality, rendered them anxious that the 


terms of capitulation ſhould expreſs the reſiſt- 
ance they had made; and that they had been 
beaten 
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beaten before they conſented to treat. To this 
the Engliſh had no objection; for as they only 
wanted money, and the Spaniards at laſt con- 
tended only for honour, the buſineſs was eaſily 
„„ b . 2 

The contract for the ranſom of Guiaquil open- 
ed in the following form : + Whereas the city of 
Guiaquil, lately in ſubjection to Philip V. King 
of Spain, is now taken by ſtorm, and is in the 
poſſeſſion of the Captains Thomas Dover, Woodes 
Rogers, and Stephen Courtney, commanding a 
body of her Majeſty of Great Britain's ſubjects; 
we the underwritten are content,” &c. &c. | 

Captain Cooke, to whoſe account of this expe- 
dition we occaſionally refer, is of opinion, that 
the Indians and blacks carried off as much plun- 
der as the Engliſh; for ſeveral of them were 
taken laden with goods, which they confeſſed 
were ſtolen; and it ſeems that the inhabitants 
had intruſted much money and plate to the ne- 
groes to carry out of the town, which they never 
accou:ited for or returned. | 

After all, the plunder taken by the Engliſh, 
excluſive of the ranſom, was very conſiderable. 
It confiſted of two hundred and thirty bags of 
flour, beans, peas, and rice, fifteen jars of oil, one 
hundred and fixty jars of various liquors, cord- 
age, iron ware and nails, ſome powder, a parcel 
of clothing and neceſſaries, one hundred and fit- 
iy bales of dry goods, about the value of one 

thouſand two hundred pounds in plate and trin- 
kets, ſome packs of indigo, cocoa, and a quantity 
of loaf-ſugar. Nevertheleſs, abundance of goods 
was ſtill left in the ton, beſides liquors and 
ſtores of all kinds. 
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Ihe hoſtages informed the Engliſh, that pend- 
ing the treaty, eighty thouſand pieces of eight, 
belonging to the King of Spain, had been ſent 
out of the town to a place of ſecurity; beſides 
plate, jewels, and other valuable articles. Hence 
it was evident, that if they had not parleyed with 
the Spaniards, but landed at once, the treaſure 
and plunder they might have obtained would 
have been immenſe. Still, however, the parties 
concerned in this enterpriſe were perfectly ſatiſ- 
fied with what they had ſecured; and all ima- 
ginable care was taken to render to every man 
that impartial juſtice which was promiſed and ex- 
e 2 DD 

A ſhort deſcription of Guiaquil may now be 
expected. This city is the capital of the pro- 
vince of the ſame name in Peru, and is divided 
into the old and new towns, which are united by 
a wooden bridge, half a mile long. The houſes 
in both amount to about five hundred; but there 
are few regular ſtreets. The ſituation being low 
and moratly, this place cannot boaſt of much 
WH cleanlineſs, particularly in winter. It contains 
bor churches, of which St. Jago is the principal. 
Before this church is a handſome parade. The 
> WH churches are all adorned with altars, carved wor 
and pictures. That which is dedicated to St. Au- 
guſtine has an organ. They were ſaid to be rich 
in plate, but it was all carried off, and the prieſts 
lad likewiſe fled. Ge. Ds 

Some of the houſes were built of brick, but in 
general, they were of timber and bamboo ſplit. 
deveral were decently furniſhed, according to the 
climate. The ſtore houſes of the merchants con- 
tained abundance of meal, brandy, ſugar, cloth- 
ing, cordage, and iron. 
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Some of the principal inhabitants kept ca- 
laſhes, which ſeemed of little uſe, unleſs to carry 
them to church, as no roads could be made for 
them in the environs, on account of the ſwampy 
nature of the ſoil. This town, however, is well 
ſituated for commerce and ſhip building, and is 
governed by a corregidor, nominated by the king. 
The river here is ſpacious, and receives many 
tributary ſtreams. Its banks are adorned with 
_ villages and farm houſes, interſperſed with abun- 
dance of mangroves and ſarſaparillas, which im- 
pregnating the waters, are reported to give 
them an antivenereal quality. The manchineel 
tree, with its poiſonous apple, is common in this 
country, and proves deſtructive to whatever ani- 
mal taſtes it. The Engliſh ſaw hundreds of 
birds lying dead on the water, which had proba- 
bly made free with this, or ſome other deleteri- 
ous plant. They alſo obſerved many alligators 
in the river. . 
An Engliſhman, who had reſided ſome time in 
Guiaquil, informed his countrymen, that ſome 
months before their arrival there had been great 
rejoicings for the birth of the Prince of Aſturias, 
when one thouſand one hundred foot and five 
hundred horſe were muſtered in arms; and no 


fewer than two hundred bulls baited or ran at 


the ring, in honour of this ſolemnity. 


Wood for ſhip building and cocoa are the 
moſt valuable productions of the Province of Gut- 
aquil. Of the latter, immenſe quantities are ex- 


ported annually. The whole country, however, 


15 neither peopled nor cultivated to half its rea- 
ſonable extent; and though naturally rich, ow- 
ing to the exactions of the governors, the inhabr 


tants are far from being generally comfortable. 
Captain 
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Captain Rogers, having proceeded with the 
barks a little below the town, took his leave, and 
preceded them in the pinnace, to rejoin the ſhips 
at Punta Arena. On the 29th of April, he got 
on board his own ſhip to the great joy of every 
perſon, after an abſence of twelve days, in 
which no intelligence had been conveyed to the 
ſhips. Indeed the crews left behind, began to 

entertain unpleafing ideas of the fate of their 
comrades, and to be much diſtreſſed for the want 
of water. 'The priſoners had been reduced to a pint 
a day; and in a ſhort time, it would have been 
impoſſible to furniſh them with that ſlender al- 
lowance. | 

Mr. Cooke and Mr. F ry, to whow the com- 
mand had been delegated, in the abſence of the 
principal officers, had ſuflered much uneafineſs 
from the number of priſoners on board the differ- 
ent ſhips; and had they not taken care to pre- 
vent any correſpondence between them, and by 
that means kept them ignorant of their own 
ſtrength, and the weakneſs of their maſters, it 
would have been impoſſible to have anſwered for 
the conſequences. 
x The ſame day that Captain Rogers returned on 
board, a bark of about thirty tons was taken 
t by a boat commiſſioned by Captain Cooke. 

This veſſel was laden with ſheep, flour, and 
e lugar loaves; dried beef, different kinds of 
- W grain, and ſome fruits. She had ſailed from Pu- 
- WH lania ſeven days before, at which place orders 
had been received from Lima to keep a good look 

out, as an Engliſh ſquadron was ſoon expected in 
thoſe ſeas; whence it appeared, that the actual 


arrival of the conſort chips was not generally 
known, 


Several 


7 
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Several days having elapſed without receiving MW who 
the ſtipulated ranſom from Guiaquil, the Englith s. 
began to ſuſpect that the corregidor intended to Br 
delay the completion of the treaty till ſuccours 


ſhould arrive from Lima; while the unfortunate Duk 
hoſtages repined at their fate, and were filled of a 
with the painful apprehenſſons of being carried hour 
priſoners to England. However, on the 1ſt of been 


May, a boat arrived with a portiomof the ran- 
ſom, in which a number of priſoners were ſet on 
ſhore. Next evening twenty-two thouſand 
pieces of eight more arrived, to the great pleaſure 
of the Engliſh and the priſoners. By this con- 
veyance, a meſſage was ſent to the-corregidor, 
that it was their intention to fail the following 
day; and that if all theMipulations he had en- 
tered into were not fulfilled by that time, they 
ſhould be under the diſagreeable neceſſity of car- 
rying off the hoſtages. Meanwhile the Governor 
of Puna, one of the hoſtages who had behaved in 
the moſt honourable manner, and ſeveral pri ſon- 
ers, were diſcharged. The former was preſented 
with four negroes and a bale of damaged gocds. 
Next day a boat came with three thouſand 
dollars in money and plate, with advice, that 
three thouſand dollars more would ſoon arrive, 
befides twelve thouſand to trade with. But it 
being ſuppoſed that the intention of this Jure 
was only to detain them till a ſquadron ſhould 
arrive from Lima, it was unanimoufly reſolved 
to make all poſſible diſpatch. The Beginning 
being of no farther uſe, was fold to the Spant 
ards, and the priſoners put on board her. How: 
ever, the pilots, the Preſident of Panama's ſon, 
and ſome others were detained. Some preſents 
were diſtributed among the Spanith captain 
I Whole 
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whoſe loſſes had tended moſt to enrich the cap- 
| tors. Thus all parted in good humour. 

Bearing away for the Gallipagos Iſlands, on 
the 11th of May, above twenty men on board the 
Duke and near fifty on board the Ducheſs, fell ill 
of a malignant fever; and the number of the ſick 
hourly increaſed. This diſorder had indubitably 
been contracted at Guiaquil, where, a few weeks 
before theix arrival, a contagious diſeaſe had 
ſwept away multitudes of people. So rapid was 
the mortality, that the churches, the uſual burial 
places of the natives, were found inadequate to 
contain the dead; and, therefore, a large ſquare 
hole was dug, near that where the Engliſh kept 
guard. Hence being ſurrounded by noiſome 
ſmells and peſtilential effluvia, it was no wonder 
they felt their malignant effects. About this 
time, Captain Courtney too was taken ill, and 

Captain Dover, whom we have already mention- 
ech as being of the medical profeſſion, went on 
board to preſcribe for him. 
| Land was-diſcovered on the 17th, and the next 
day they came within four leagues of two large 
lands almoſt united; and ſoon after deſcried ſeve- 
ral others. Having fixed on a place of rendezvous, 
"WH in caſe of ſeparation, they ſent out one of the 
2 boats in ſearch of water ; but after two unſuc- 
eessful attempts, the party returned, and report- 
4 ed that the iſland where they landed was covered 
vich nothing but looſe ſtones reſembling cinders ; 
ad that the earth was ſo porous, it broke into 
> WY holes under their feet. From theſe circumſtances 
there could be no dopbt of its volcanic origin. It 
however contained ſome ſhrubby wood and a few 
vegetables. This diſappointment in water was ſe- 
verely felt. For ſome days, the Engliſh kept plying 
Vor. III. 1 among 
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Several days having elapſed without receivin 
the ſtipulated ranſom from Guiaquil, the Englith 
began to ſuſpect that the corregidor intended to 
delay the completion of the treaty till ſuccours 
ſhould arrive from Lima ; while the unfortnnate 
hoſtages repined at their fate, and were filled 
with the painful apprehenfions of being carried 
priſoners to England. However, on the 1| of 
May, a boat arrived with a portiofFof the ran- 
ſom, in which a number of priſoners were ſet on 
ſhore. Next evening twenty-two thouſand 
Pieces of eight more arrived, to the great pleaſure 
of the Engliſh and the priſoners. By this con- 
veyance, a meſſage was ſent to the corregidor, 
that it was their intention to fail the following 
day; and that if all the Ripulations he had en- 
tered into were not fulfilled by that time, they 
ſhould be under the diſagreeable neceſſity of car- 
rying off the hoſtages. Meanwhile the Governor 
of Puna, one of the hoftages who had behaved in 
the moſt honourable manner, and ſeveral priſon- 
ers, were diſcharged. The former was preſented 
with four negroes and a bale of damaged gocds. 
Next day a boat came with three thouſand 
dollars in money and plate, with advice, that 
three thouſand dollars more would ſoon arrive, 
befides twelve thouſand to trade with. But it 
being ſuppoſed that the intention of this Jure 
was only to detain them till a ſquadron ſhould 
arrive from Lima, it was nnanimoully reſolved 
to make all poſſible diſpatch. The Beginning 
being of no farther uſe, was ſold to the Spani. 
ards, and the priſoners put on board her. How: 
ever, the pilots, the Preſident of Panama's ſon, 
and ſome others were detained, Some preſents 
were diſtributed among the Spaniſh 1 
I | | Whole 
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whoſe loſſes had tended moſt to enrich the _ 
tors. Thus all parted in good humour. 

Bearing away for the Gallipagos Iſlands, on 
the 11th of May, above twenty men on board the 
Duke and near fifty on board the Ducheſs, fell ill 
of a malignant fever; and the number of the fick 
hourly increaſed. T his diſorder had indubitably 
been contracted at Guiaquil, where, a few weeks 
before theix arrival, a contagious diſeaſe had 
ſwept away multitudes of people. So rapid was 
the mortality, that the churches, the uſual burial 
places of the natives, were found inadequate to 
contain the dead; and, therefore, a large ſquare 
hole was dug, near that where the Engliſh kept 
guard, Hence being ſurrounded by noi ſome 


ſmells and peſtilential effluvia, it was no wonder 


they felt their malignant effects. About this 
time, Captain Courtney too was taken ill, and 
Captain Dover, whom we have already mention- 
ed as being of the medical profeſſion, went on 
board to preſcribe for him. 
| Land was-diſcovered on the 17th, and the next 
day they came within four leagues of two large 
| iſlands almoſt united; and ſoon after deſcried ſeve- 
| ral others. Having fixed on a place of rendezyous, 
in caſe of ſeparation, they ſent out one of the 
| boats in ſearch of water; but after two unſuc- 
ceſsful attempts, the party returned, and report- 
ed that the iſland where they landed was covered | 
vich nothing but looſe ſtones reſembling cinders; 
and that the earth was ſo porous, it broke into 
holes under their feet. From theſe circumſtances 
there could be no doubt of its volcanic origin. It 
however contained ſome ſhrubby wood and a few 
"i vegetables. This diſappointment in water was ſe- 
verely felt. For ſome days, the Engliſh kept plying 
Vor. III. U among 
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among thoſe iſlands, which little anſwered the 


| deſcription they had heard of them. They ſup- 


plied, however, plenty of tortoiſes, large rock- 
fiſh, and excellent guanas, more beautiful than 
thoſe of the Weſt Indies. 
On the 22d, a gentleman of the name of Hat- 
ley, in one of the prize barks, with five ſailors, 
four blacks, and an Indian, with only two days 
water on board, was mifling, together with one 
of the prize thips ; and though lights were kept 
up all night on the topmaſt-head of the Duke 
and Ducheſs, and guns inceſſantly fired, no figns 
appeared of their rejoining. On this Captain 
Rogers went in queſt of them, and in a few hours 
came up with the prize ſhip ; but of Hatley and 
his party he could gain no intelligence, and con- 
ſequently they were given up for loſt. 
III fortune and diſappointment attending the 
Englith among theſe lands, it was reſolved to 
quit them, and to ſtand over to the main, in 
hopes of finding water, which they began to be 
in abſolute want of. While they were proceed- 


ing in purſuance of this reſolution, one of the 


Engliſh ſailors overheard the black and Indian 
pritoners talk of murdering them, and running 
away with the ſhip. On being charged with 
this criminal intention, they acknowledged ſome 


vague converſation of this kind had paſſed; but 


denied that any thing ſerious was intended. 
However, to prevent the ill conſequences of ſuch 
cabals, Captain Rogers divided them among the 

other ſhips. ET RT: ME 
On the 6th of June, they took a ſhip of eighty 
tons burden, laden with iron and cloth, which 
ſtruck after a ſhort chace. 
Panama to Guiaquil, and had about forty people 
5 re ol. 
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ceeding to aſſume the government of Baldivia. 
Next day they came to an anchor off the Iſland 

of Gorgona, and on the following, the boats of the 

Duke aud Ducheſs took another prize, called the 


Golden Sun, with a cargo of about five hundred 


pounds value. She carried ten Spaniards and In- 
dians, and a few negroes. 


On the 9th of June a council of officers was | 
heid on board the Ducheſs, at which Captain 


Rogers was unable, from indiſpoſition, to attend. 
On this occaſion, having previoufly examined the 
priſoners, it was determined to ſteer for the port 
of Mangla; and ſecuring the ſhips, to row up 
the river in their boats, till they could ſurpriſe 


ſome canoes, with which, as being beſt adapted : 


to the navigation of the river, they were to at- 
tempt the gold mines of Barbacore, or St. Juan, 

In this enterpriſe they flattered themſelves with 
obtaining ample ſpoils with little oppoſition ; 
fince they were convinced that the Spaniards in 
that quarter had not received the moſt diſtant in- 
timation of an enemy being on the coaſt. - 

As Captain Rogers had ſignified his concur- 
rence in what the majority ſhould reſolve on, the 
fame night they hoiſted ſail for Mangla. But Cap- 
F tain Rogers hearing their determination, though 


much indiſpoſed, reſolved to conſult ſome of the 
| W>paniſh priſoners, on whoſe judgment he could re- 


, on the expediency of the meaſure. After re- 
prated conferences with ſome of the moſt intel- 
gent perſons on board, and thoſe who were beſt 
cquainted with local circumſtances, he learned 
that who ever had adviſed the council to purſue 
Buch a deſign, either 11870 groſs ignorance or 
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on board, among whom were ſome per ſons of diſ- 
tinction, particularly Juan Cardoſa, who was pro- 


baſe 
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baſe artifice, ſince Mangla was not only barren 
and unfrequented, but the road was extremely 
unſafe for ſhips to ride in, being narrow and full 
of ſhoals. - 
the banks of the river were peopled by a race 
much attached to the Spaniards, who would an- 
Noy their enemies by poiſoned arrows, and every 
device of deſtruction. And moreover the river 
was ſo narrow, that ſhould they be able to fur- 
mount the difficulties of an aſcent, their retreat 
might eaſily be cut off, by means which no fore- 
fight could prevent. = | 
On receiving this information, which was cor 
roborated by the ſeparate teſtimony of perſons af 
credit, Captain Rogers ſent for the other cap- 
tains, and acquainted them with the reſult of his 
enquiries, and ſet before them the danger to 
which they were about to expoſe themſelves by 
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The priſoners alſo aſſured him, that 


this raſh enterpriſe. Being convinced that the 
had been miſled by the repreſentations of ſome 
ignorant or intereſted pretenders, they agreed to 
alter their courſe directly, and again ſteer fo 
Gorgona, where they deſigned to careen. 

On the 13th of June, they caſt anchor neat 
Gorgona, where the Ducheſs was appointed to 
careen, while the Duke was to lie on guard, to 
prevent a-ſurpriſal from the enemy ; and as ſoot 
as circumſtances would allow, the two ſhips wert 
to change ſituations, By uſing uncommon ac: 
tivity, both ſhips were ready to put to ſea withil 
fourteen days, to the aſtoniſhment of the Spanil 
priſoners; who obſerved, that careening one o 
the king's ſhips at Lima, where every kind of ac 
commodation was ready, and artificers numerov 


generally occupied the ſpace of fix weeks. 


Thoug 


Though the crews were much relieved from 
the ſevere indiſpoſition under which they labour- 
ed, when they firſt touched at this iſland, it was 
ftill thought expedient to erect tents on ſhore for 


their more ſpeedy recovery, Such as were In a 
convaleſcent ſtate and able to walk about, rapid- 


ly gained ſtrength, and were ſoon capable of re- 
turning to their duty on board. The Spanith 
priſoners were of the utmoſt ſervice to the cap- 


tors, by accompanying them into the woods, and 


aſſiſting them in procuring ſuch timber as was 
beſt adapted for their purpole. 


On this iſland the E-gliſh eſtabliſhed a tem- 


porary rope yard, and erected tents for the different 


yocations connected with naval architecture. It 


15 not, however, to be ſuppoſed that they had ar- 
tificers excellent in the various branches of this 


duty ; but neceſſity gave a ſpur to their invention, 


and practice brought them to ſomething like per- 
fection in their different lines of employment. 
Thus a manufactory was ſettled here, and all 


hands were buſily employed, either as ſuperin- 


tendants or artizans. Each had his particular 
charge and his taſk to perform ; and this regular 
exerciſe was no lets conducive to healta then fa- 
yourable to the objects more immediately in view. 

The Spaniards formed a very partial opinion of 
the diligence and hardineſs of the Englith, when 
they ſaw them labour in ſuch a climate from day 
break till night; nor were they leis aſtoni ſned at 
their ingenious reſources, when prefled with dif- 
ficulties, and in want of ſuch implements and 


neceſſaries as are generally deemed requiſite for 


lucceſs. 


The grand work, which occupied. their moſt. 


aſſiduous attention for ten days, was the equip- 
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222 ROGERS's VOYAGE, | 
ment of the Havre de Grace. This object being 
completely finiſhed, ſhe received the name of the 
Marquis, and was manned from the ſupernume- 
rary hands on board the Duke and Ducheſs. On 
this occaſion, a decent entertainment was pro- 
vided ; the ſhips ſaluted each other; and liquor 
being diſtributed among the crews, they drank 
ſome loyal and appropriate healths, pt. 
The new ſhip was furniſhed with twenty guns, 
all well mounted, and her complement of men 
was fixty-one whites and twenty negroes. The 
command was given to Captain Edward Cooke, 
The next buſineſs of importance which engaged 
their attention, was to land the priſoners, to the 
number of ſeyenty-two perſons, on the continent, 
Hitherto they had been detained, left their dii- 
perſion ſhould have occaſioned an alarm, while 
ſecrecy was ſo much required to farther ſucceſs. 
Every expedient having been ineffectually tried, 
to induce the priſoners to engage in a contraband 
trade, it was at laſt reſolved to ſet them at liber- 
ty, and to truſt to their generoſity for a recom- 
pence, in caſe it ſhould be in their power to 
ſerve their deliverers. Accordingly, the two 
Morels, Don Antonio and Don Juan Carboſa, 
were diſmiſſed with the inferior captives ; and 
at their departure, expreſſed the high ſenſe they 
entertained of the liberal treatment they had ex- 
perienced during their captivity, The latter, in 
particoter, who had formerly been taken by 4 
amaica privateer, near Porto Bello, and very in- 
differently uſed, ſeemed extremely ſenſible of the 
contraſt; and made liberal acknowledgments, 
which, undoubtedly, were as honourable to him- 
ſelf as grateful to his benefactors. This gentle: 
man, it has been already obſerved, was bound 10 
5 | Ba}divia 
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Baldivia, of which he was governor, at the time 
of his capture. He was a ſprightly, elegant 
man, about thirty-five years of age, and had 


borne the commiſſion of colonel in the Spaniſh. 


ſervice. The Morels promiſed to return in a 
day or two, with as much money as they could 
raiſe on their credit, to purchaſe ſuch of the 
prize goods as remained on hand, which, being 
chiefly valuable on the coaſt of the South Sea, 


the captains declared they would otherwiſe burn, 


together with the veſſels in which they were con- 
tained, In fa&, the priſoners knew the chance 
they had of obtaining great bargains, and, there- 
fore, ated with a cautious reſerve, left they 
ſhould be finally diſappointed in their views. 
The bark and the two pinnaces having landed 
che priſaners, plundered a ſmall village, from 
which they brought off ſeven head of cattle, a 


few goats, ſome fowls, fourteen hogs, and fifty | 


buſhels of Indian corn, Hd, 


On the morning of the 17th, the Morels, and 


ſome other gentlemen, returned in a large canoe 
o MW with ſome money and fruit; and purchaſed 
goods at ſuch a moderate rate, that they ſolicit- 


, MW ouſly deſired to be permitted to revifit the ſhips 


(Wl gain, when they would bring a freſh ſupply of 
money to trade with. This requeſt was very 
- WH agreeable to the captains, as there was no appa - 


n rent danger of any enemy in the neighbourhood, 


a WW capable of moleſting them. 
Ne About this time, a negro having gone into the 
ne woods, had the misfortune to be ſtung by a 
ſpeckled ſnake; and notwithſtanding the moſt 


n. {kilful and immediate exertions of the ſurgeon 
le: to ſave him, he died in leſs than twelve hours. 
. Gorgona abounds in this dangerous ſpecies. of 


makes, 
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ſnakes. Some of them are as thick as a man's 
leg, and three or four yards long. They are of 
an amphibious nature; and one of them was ac- 
tually found on the forecaſtle, having conveyed 
itſelf on board by the help of the cables. 

In rummaging the Marquis, on the 19th, they 
diſcovered five hundred reams of papal bulls, Which 
had been a free gift from his Holineſs to hisCatho- 

lic Majeſty, and would have produced a conſider» 
able revenue in this ſuperſtitious country, being 
fold from three riats to fifty pieces of eight each, 
according to the ability of the purchaſer, who is 
hereby exempted from the obſervance of parti- 
cular faſts, from hearing maſs, and other eccleſi- 
aſtical injunctions, the negle& of which, without 
this pious fraud, would have been deemed finful, 
As the Engliſh could not eſtabliſh a traffic of 
this nature, and had no faith in the validity of 
theſe abſolutions, in regard to themſelves, they 
conſigued part of them to the deep; and with 
the reit lighted their tires or boiled their kettles. 
They likewiſe diſcovered a large collection of 
bones, in ſmall boxes, ticketed with the names of 
ſaints, forme of whom had been dead for many 
centuries, with an intinite number of crucifixes, 
roſaries, religious toys in wax, images of ſaints, 
made of wood, ſtone, and other materials, with 
other popiſh mummeries, to the amount of thirty 
tons, beſides one hundred and fifty boxes of 
books, all brought from Italy, and intended for 
the ute of the Jeſuits of Peru. Theſe baubles, 
fo diſgraceful to religion and to human reaſon, 
Are in general left; a few ſptcimens, however, 
were ſelected as curiofities, which they might 
exlubit in England. | 


Thile 
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While on the ſubject of ſuperſtition, it may 
not be amiſs to record a particular circumſtance 
which now happened. A large wooden image 
of the Virgin, which had been either caſually 
dropped or thrown overboard, was driven to the 


north point of the iſland, where ſome Indians 


from the continent being a fiſhing, it was taken 
up and brought on ſhore with great devotion. 
Theſe poor people ſet it up, and wiped it dry 


with cotton; but the more they. wiped, the 


wetter it grew, as they imagined, from a protu- 
ſion of ſweat. Some of theſe perſons afterwards 
coming on board one of the ſhips, was relating 
this miraculous event; and ſhewed the cotton to 
the linguiſt, which they ridiculouſly believed to 
be imbued with the ſweat of the Holy Virgin; 
and told him, they ſhould retain it as a choice 
and valuable relic. 

Captain Rogers, ſmiling at this abſurd fiction, 
the Morels, who happened to be on board at the 
ſame time, endeavoured to cure him of his in- 
credulity, by relating, on their own faith, a tory 
ſtill more extravagant and ridiculous. They 
ſaid, that ſome years ago there was a procetiion 
in the cathedral church of Lima, which was then 
very richly decorated with ornaments in gold, 
filver, and jewels; and that an image of the 
Virgin, in particular, was ſplendidly adorned 
with diamonds and pearls. Theſe coſtly decora- 
tions were, according to cuſtom, Icft unguarded 
in the church till the night after the proceilion ; 
from the belief that none would be ſo ſacrilegi- 
ous as to touch them. However, an unfortunate 
thief, perhaps, leſs a good catholic than a great 
ſinner, reſolving to enrich himſelf by one daring 
action, broke into the church at midnight ; made 


up 
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up to the image without fear, and attempted to 


vreſt a ſtring of rich pearls from the Virgin's 


wriſt. The attempt was inſtantly reſented : ſhe 
ſeized the culprit by the arm and held him faſt; 
aud heing found in that poſture, he was, on the 
credit of ſuch a miracle, apprehended and-exe- 
cuted. So much for popiſh miracles, which few 


have the audacity now to ſupport, and fewer the 


weakneſs to believe! Ws 

The Morels having collected all the money 
they could raiſe, returned again on the 27th, 
and informed the captains, that the country 
being much alarmed, they found great difficulty 
in being permitted to come off; and that the go- 
vernor of Barbacore, at the head of two hundred 
men, was on the coaſt to prevent the natives 
from carrying on any traffic with them ; or to 


_ oppoſe them, in caſe they ſhould attempt to land. 
The Morels continued to behave with ſtrict inte- 


grity; and though they procured excellent bar- 
gains, it ſhoaid be obſerved, they ran proportion- 
able riſks. . 

A committee of officers being appointed to 


appraiſe che plunder, and to divide it among the 


officers and men, according to their reſpective 
quotas, met on board the galleon. The clothes and 
valuable trinkets amounted to upwards of one 
thouſand one hundred pounds, at a very low cal- 


culation. To reward thoſe who had diſtinguiſhed 


themſelves, and to ſimulate others to future ex- 
ertions, ſeveral extra bounties were diſtributed 
among the moſt meritorious. „ 
Notwithſtanding this impartiality to all, and 
liberal attention to ſuch as were confeſſedly the 
moſt deſerving, a dangerous mutiny was ſoon 
after ſet on foot, which might have 9 8 
| | ata 
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fatal confequence, had it not been happily and 
timeouſly diſcovered by the fteward of the 
Ducheſs, who happened to overhear the ring- 
leaders debating about the mode of procedure in 
their meditated inſurrection. It appeared, that 
fixty of them had pledged themſelves to ſpecific . 
articles, which they had already figned ; the 
principal of which was to ſtand by each other | 
till they had obtained juſtice, as they termed it, 
in regard to the diviftion of the plunder, which 
they pretended was untairly allotted. | 
Four of the chief promoters of the rot, 
among whom was the perſon who drew up the 
articles, were immediately clapped in irons ; but, 
on aſking pardon, and making due ſubmiſſion, 
were ſoon after ſet at liberty. Indeed, the cap- 
tains reflected, that it would be dangerous to 
proceed to extremities where ſo many were con- 
cerned 3 and they were glad, by temporizing ex- 
pedients, and the ſincere promiſe of amendment, 
n the part of the moſt active, to allay the pre- 
lent ferment. 
Captain Rogers exhauſted every ſoothing er- 
zument, to ſhew the folly and danger of ſuch 
WH combinations; and aſſured them, that juſtice 
| Would be done them in England, ſhould they 
have the leaſt occafion, now or in future, during 
the voyage, to object to the conduct they expe- 
enced, By ſuch aſſuaſives all appeared eaſy 
and quiet. and acquicſced in what had been 
done. Someè concetlions were made on the part 
of the officers and gentlemen concerned in the 
expedition, by which the prize money was a lit- 
* more equalized ; and new regulations were 
aun UP to ENCOUTASE the detection of ſuch as 
2, | ſhould 
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228 ROGERS'S VOYAGE.” | | 
ſhonld ſecrete any plunder, or take any unfair 
advantages, _ | 

In all voyages of this kind, where the love of 
gain is the only inducement to engage, the thirſt 


of ſudden riches is inſatiable, and can never be 


wholly allayed. The principal of honour is found 
too weak to reſtrain the common maſs ; and the 
policy of the conductors mult invariably beexerted, 
to preſerve ſuch a ſhare of unanimity, as is eſſen- 

tially neceflary to general or partial ſucceſs. 
Captain Rogers concluded a pathetic harangue 
with the ſtrongeſt aflurances, that every man 
ſhould be gratified, to the utmoſt, in every legal 
claim; that the common men ſhould have an in- 
creaſe in their ſhares of plunder ; and that he 
truſted to their duty, their patriotiſm and diſ- 
cernment, no more conſpiracies would be formed. 
About this time, Captain Rogers ſuggeſted a 
ſcheme, which, he conceived, would be benefi- 
cial both to the owners and adventurers ; which 
was to diſpatch Captain Cooke, in the Marquis, 
with a cargo of prize goods to the Braſils, where 
they would have yielded three times as much as 
where they were; but his conſorts not falling 
into his views, or not ſufficiently underſtanding 
them, the project was dropped, of which, how- 
ever, its opponents repented when it was too late. 
As the only alternative, it was now agreed to 
give up to the Morels and partners their reſpec 
tive ſhips, ſome negroes, and all the goods they 
could carry away. For this they were to pa) 
twelve thouſand pieces of eight, which, with 
three thouſand remaining of the ranſom of Gui. 
aquil, made fifteen thouſand in the whole, to be 
delivered at Maata within the the ſpace of i 
| days. 
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days. The money on board, for the uſe of the 


owners, was now eſtimated at twenty thouſand 
pounds, and the goods at fixty thouſand more. 
It was intended to give theſe gentlemen a paſ- 


port, in caſe they ſhould fall into the hands of 


the Spaniards ; and to have received an acknow- 


ledgment, under their hands, as to the particu- 


lars of the bargain ; but the bark failed away, 
without either, in the night. 


As a proof of the honourable” condu of the 


crew to the priſoners in general, it deſerves re- 
mark, that among them was a lady and her fa- 


mily. Her eldeft daughter was very handſome, 
and had been lately married, and was now accom- 


panied by her huſband. This family had the great 


cabin of the galleon appropriated to their ſole 
uſe, and none were ſuffered to intrude ; yet the 
huſband, we are told, ſhewed ſome ſymptoms of 


jealouſy, the epidemic diſeaſe of the Spaniards. | 


Notice was given to ſome of the officers, that 
theſe ladies had concealed treaſure about their 
perſons ; and a little negro girl, being ſent to 
watch them, found ſome gold chains and other 
valuables, curiouſly hid under their clothes. They 
received, however, all their wearing apparel and 
neceflaries, at parting ; and confeſſed the civility 
with which they had been treated, which, they 
owned, exceeded what the Engliſh would have 


found among their countrymen. The young 
lady ſeemed ſo highly grateful, that ſhe ſent back 
her huſband, with a ſum of gold, to purchaſe. 


goods and two flaves. 

While the Engliſh lay at Gorgona, one Michael 
Kendall, a free negro of Jamaica, who had for 
ſome time lived in a ſtate of ſlavery in the village 
they plundered on the continent, came on board ; 
Vo. III. X | and 
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and related the ſubſequent remarkable' account 
of an unfortunate attempt on the gold mines. 

He ſaid, that when war was declared at Ja- 
maica, he embarked under the command of Cap- 
. tain Roberts, who was joined in commithon with 
Captains Golding, Pilkington, and Raſh. Their 
force conſiſted of one hundred and fix men, and 
their deſign was to attempt the mines of St. Jago, 
at the bottom of the Iſthmus of Darien. 


Having proceeded, for fifteen days, up the 


river in canoes, and afterwards travelled ten days 
by land, the Spaniards and Indians being alarm- 
ed, began to lay ambuſcades, and ſhot ſeveral of 
them from their coverts. At length the enemy 
having collected five hundred men, and the Eng- 
lith being reduced to about ſixty, including the 
wounded, the Spaniards, after a ſkirmiſn, in 
which the Englith had the advantage, ſent them 
a flag of truce. Being in want of proviſions, 
haraſſed to death, and ignorant of their route, 
either to advance or” retreat, they ſurrendered 
their arms, and ſubmitted themſelves as priſoners 
of war. In this light they ſeemed to be regard- 
ed by the captors for three days; but on the 
fourth, when they apprehended all danger was at 
an end, an order arrived from a Spanith chief to 
mailacre them, which cruel injunction was im 
mediately put in execution, as theſe unarmed 


wretches were fitting at a humble repaſt, un- 


ſuſpicious of treachery. At the interceſſion of a 


prieſt, however, a native of Scotland, a French- 
man, and twelve free negroes were preſerved 
from the carnage, and kept as ſlaves. This 
man, ond of the latter deſcription, was ſent to 
the mines, where he cleared for his maſter three 
pieces of eight a day, at the leaſt ; and was after- 
wards 
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wards removed to the place where they found 
him. The reſt of theſe unhappy captives, the 
victims of a baſe perfidy, were ſent farther up 
the country, where they 2 no oppor tunity of 
making an eſcape. þ 

The Iſland of Gorgona is fituated in. 3 deg. 
north latitude, about fix leagues from the main. 
It is about three leagues long and one broad. It 
is replete with tall trees, among which is the 
palma maria, from which iſſues a balſam of ſove- 


reign efficacy in ſeveral ditcaſes ; while the tim- 


ber ſupplies the Spaniards with maſts. 

The animals found here are chiefly monkeys, 
guinea pigs, bares, hzards, and the creature called 
the lion-lizard, or camelcon, which is well known 
to vary its colours according to the light in 
which it is viewed. 

The floth is likewiſe found bere, one of the 
moſt diſguſting animals in creation. One of 
theſe was canght by the failors; and though 
they were little acquainted with its babitudes, 
they ſeem to have regarded it in a very unfavour- 
able point of view, both with reſpect to its ex- 
ternal form and the qualities it diſplayed. 

It has already been obſerved, that there are 
ſome very poiſonous reptiles, It is, indeed, dan- 
gerous for a man to traverſe the iſland, for tear 
of treading on them unawares. 

The feathered inhabitants are not numerous, 
except a large fort of fowl called caracoios ; but 
the rocks ſhelter an infinite number of bats, 
which fly about during the night. 

The ſeas are repleniſhed with fiſh, many of 
unknown ſpecies in Europe. Mullets are very 
plenty, but they are difficult to be caught with a 
book and line, which C: ptain Rogers juſtly at- 
A 2 tributes 
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tributes to the limpid purity of the water, which 
puts them on their guard. Pearl oyſters, and 


ſome white coral, were likewiſe found on the 


coaſts. | | 9 0 
Every thing being ready, they left Gorgona on 
the 7th of Auguſt, and ten days after, took a 
bark of ſeventy tons burden from Panama to 
Lima. She was chiefly laden with paſſengers, 


from whom they learned, that the whole coaft 


was alarmed, and the inhabitants under the 
greateſt apprehenſions; expecting the ſame fate 
as thoſe of Guiaquil. Oy 
The ſhips being incompletely manned, and as 
there was a probability of more actions, it was 
thought adviſable to recruit a little. According- 
ly, on the 16th, having muſtered the negroes on 
board the Duke, they were found to amount to 
thirty-five, all able active men. When aſſembled, 
Captain Rogers gave them to underſtand, that if 
they would behave with bravery and fidelity, 
their ſlavery was at an end. Thirty-two of 
them joyfully embraced the offer, and requeſted 
that they might be inſtructed in the uſe of arms, 
which ſome of them already underſtood. Michael 
Kendall, the Jamaica negro was appointed their 
leader, and he was charged to keep them 1n con- 
ſtant exerciſe. They received a dram all round, 
to confirm their new engagement ; and drank to 
the mutual ſucceſs of the thips. They were de- 
fired to confider themſelves as Engliſhmen, and 
no longer as ſlaves to the Spaniards ; which dit- 
fuſed a viſible pleaſure over their countenances; 
and they ſeemed proud of the diſtinction they 

had acquired. 
The barks entered the Bay of Jecames on the 
25th, and ſoon after the ſhips anchored Bhs 
28 cl 


them. About the cloſe of the day, Mr. White, 
the linguiſt, and a Spanith priſoner, venturing on 
ſhore without orders, were ſhot at by ſome In- 
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dians in ambuſh; though they called out in Spa- 


niſh that they were friends. They had the good 
fortune, however, to eſcape with their lives, and 
lay concealed all night; while their companions 


on board ſuſpeQed nothing leſs than their capti- 


vity or death. 


In the morning, the linguiſt again ventured ts 
hail the Indians, and obtained their content to 
trade, ſhould it meet with the approbation of 
their padre, who refided at the diſtance of ſome 
leagues. The linguiſt informed the natives, that 
they had a padre on board ; and upon their ex- 
preſſing a wiſh to ſee him, he was ſent on thore, 
whence he wrote a letter to his brother padre, in 
which he firongly urged the generoſity and civi- 
lity of the Englith, and the mutual advantages 
which would accrue from treating them well. 
He diſplayed the power of the people in whoſe 
hands he was; and proved, that it would be eaſy 
for them to carry by force, more than they with- 
ed to effect by treaty ; but that their kind and 
benevolent diſpoſition reſtrained them. 

This had ſuch a good effect, that the natives 
promi ſed they would traffic with the Engliſh 


whether their prieſt conſented or not. One of 


the Indians coming off in the boat, was brought 
on board the ſhip, where he ftared wildly ; but 
ſeemed much delighted with the great cabin, in 
which he laid himſelf down, as if to gratify his 
wonder and admiration at his eaſe, Captain Rogers 
givinghimaglaſsof brandy, and ſome inſignificant 
preſents, led him out, and ſent him ſafely on ſhore, 
Meantime a watering party rowing up a creek, 

| & < accidentally 
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accidentally fell in with one af the Indian chiefs, 
who was painted, and armed with bows and ar- 


rows. He civilly pointed ont the ſpot where 


they might find wholeſome water; and being 
offered a dram out of a quart bottle of brandy, 
he toſſed off the greateſt part of it at a draught, 
and went away well pleated with his reception; 
telling them they ſhould be ſupplied from the 
village with whatever neceſſaries it afforded. 

The padre of the country conſenting to a 
trade, next day the Engliſh exchanged baize and 
other goods for black cattle and hogs. At firſt 
it was obſerved, that the Indians had painted 
themſelves red, which is underſtood to be a de- 
claration of war; but they afterwards rubbed it 
off, though they ſtill retained their weapons of 
defence. A preſent, however, having been made 
them of three large wooden ſaints, to decorate 
their church, they ſeemed not a little gratified. 
This was, perhaps, the higheſt favour to them, 


and the cheapeſt the Engliſh could pay. Cap- 
_ tain Hogers (ent likewiſe a cap of plumes to the 


Indian chief's wite ; for which he received a pre- 
ſent of bows and arrows. 
A ſufficient quantity of water and proviſions 


being laid in, and the ſhips heeled and cleaned, 


they diſmiſſed the prieſt whom they had on 


board; and indulged him farther, by giving him 


a handſorge young negro girl, of whom he 
ſeemed much fonder than of his function. He 
was preſented alio with ſome baize, linen, and 
other articles, as a remuneration for his activity 
in promoting their commerce. 'The Jecames' pa- 
dre received a male negro and ſome pieces of 
þaize, as an acknowledgment for his kindneſs. 
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Tecames is a ſmall, low-lying village, conſiſting 


of a few houſes and a church. The houſes are 


built of ſplit bambaos, and covered with palmet- 
to leaves. They are erected on poſts, and have 
the hog-ſties under them, which circumſtance 
will ſufficiently ſhew, that elegance is little to 
be expected here. 

The men are employed in killing wild ſwine, 
with bows and arrows, and 1n ſtriking fiſh with 
their lances; in both of which occupations they 


are very dexterous. The women attend to do- 


meſtic concerns: and, except a piece of baize 
ticd round the waiſt, go entirely naked. 

Leaving this bay, with a fortnights freſh pro- 
vifions on board, they directed their courſe to 
the Gallipagos; and in their way ſaw ſeveral 
grampuſſes and whales engaged with the ſword 
fith ; beſides abundance of water ſnakes, one of 
which made up cloſe to Captain Cooke's thip, but 
was beat off by the men. The Spaniards reckon 
the bite of theſe animals mortal. 


On the 10th of September, they made one of 


the Gallipagos, and there laid in a ſufficient ſup- 


ply of excellent turtle and fiſh. The Spaniards 
make theſe iſlands amount to fifty; but one only 


 niſhes that eſſential article, freth water. 
They abound with ſea and land fowls : among the 
latter, doves and hawks are ſo tame as to ſuffer 


theraſelves to be knocked down with a ſtick. 


The ſeals are uncommonly fierce, and will at- 
tack any man that falls in their way, as Captain 
Rogers experienced. Being on the level ſand, 


one fy theſe animals 1 out of the ee 


open mouthed againſt him, with the fame ſavage 
terocity as an angry maſtiff let looſe. The cap- 
ain defended himſelf by piercing its breaſt with 
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a pike, on which it retired a little ; but came on 
again with freſh fury, which it repeated three 


times, till it had received as many wounds; when 


it retired into the ſea, ſnarling and indignant. 
They found here ſome land-turtle of one hun- 
dred pounds weight, and ſea-turtle of four hun- 


dred: of theſe they took as many as was conve- 


nient to carry off. Rogers relates, on the au- 
thority of one of his officers, that ſome of theſe 


animals were ſeen here which could not weigh 


leſs than ſeven hundred pounds; and that two 


men, out of jeſt, being mounted on the back of 


one of them, the creature mored off in its uſnal 
deliberate pace, without ſeeming ſenſible of the 
weight. | 


On the 15th they were in fight of the rock 
where Mr. Hatley and his party were laſt ſeen, 
on their former viſit to thoſe itiands. In this 


vicinity Captain Rogers ordered a gun to be fir- 
ed, that in caſe this unfortunate man was alive, 
he might find ſome means of returning the fig- 
nal. No figns, however, of any human crea- 
ture appeared; and they drew the melancholy 
concluſion, that he was no more. | 

Captain Rogers again ſet ſail on the 17th of 
September, and on the 4th came up with the 
iſlands, known by the appellation of Fres Ma- 
rias, where they wooded and watered. It was 
not, howeyer, without ſome ditficthty that they 
found a wholeſome ſtream, the greuteſt part of 


the ſprings being ſtrongly impregnated by mine- 
rals, had a ftrong cathartic effect; and conſe- 


quently were unfit for general uſe, While they 


lay here, ſeveral negroes deſerted, and hid them- 


{elves in the woods. 
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The middlemoſt of theſe iſlands is: fituated in 
21 deg. 35 min. north latitude, at a ſmall diſ- 
tance from the coaft of Mexico. The. largeſt, 
which lies to the weſt, is about five leagues in 
length, the middlemoſt about three, and the 
moſt eaſtern, ſcarcely two. Near this laſt, are 
two or three broken white rocks, one of which 
had ſo much the appearance of a ſhip under ſail, 
that a ſignal was made for chace. 

Among the vegetable productions of theſe 
lands, are lignum vitæ, birch, filk graſs, pric- 
kle pear, euphorbium, beſides many other kinds. 
Birds are very numerous. Of the ſmaller qua- 
drupeds, they faw racoons, rabbits, and hares, 
not much differing from the European ſpecies. 

Green turtle were found in the moſt luxuriant 
abundance, ſo that two men could turn one 
hundred in a night. The ſeas were well ſtored. 
with fiſh of great delicacy. 

Leaving theſe iflands, they ſteered to the 
north ; and next day ſent the bark on the ſhore 
of Puerto Seguro, in California, in ſearch of wa- 
ter. Some Indians made their appearance on 

bark logs; but at firſt ſhewed ſigns of appreben- 
fion, till allured to familiarity by ſome preſents, 
for which they returned a couple of live foxes, a 
deer's tkin, and two bladders of water. Till 
this interview, 1t was imagined, 'that the Spani- 
ards had mithonaries among theſe people; but 
as they appeared in a ftate of nature, without 
any European commadities, or the knowledge of 
any language, ſave their own, it was concluded 
they were {till independent. The bark was a ſe- 
cond time diſpatched with ſome trifles to procure 
a tupply of refreſiuments. 
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Some of the crew having ventured on ſhore 
on bark logs, the uſual marine vehicle, along 
theſe coaſts, for the ſea is generally too rough to 
ſaffer a common boat to live; the good-na- 
tured Indians conducted them up the bank 
by the hand, and introduced them to an old 
man ſeated on a deer's ſkin. Their guides 
falling down on their knees, the Englith did the 
ſame, after which the Indians wiped the water 


off the ſtranger's faces with their hands. This 


friendly ceremony being ended, each of the 


ſailors, ſupported by two of the natives, was 


flowly led through a narrow path to their huts, 
where they were welcomed by a fingular kind of 
muſic, or rather noiſe, occaſioned by rubbing 
two jagged ſticks acroſs each other, and hum- 
ming to it. = SE 
After this, they all ſat down on the ground, 
and the Indians having regaled their gueſts with 
broiled fiſh, conducted them back in the ſame 
manner as they came, attended by their native 


muſic. Theſe harmleſs people diſplayed all their 


natural and artificial productions, to entertain 
their viſitors; but carefully concealed their wo- 
men, children, and arms. Some of their knives, 
made of ſhark's teeth, and ſome other curioſities 
of this kind, were brought on board, and pre- 
ſented to Captain Rogers. 7 
The place where the Engliſh landed, was in- 
habited by more than two hundred Indians, who 


lived in huts conſtructed of the boughs of trees 
and reeds, with a fire before the entrance. The 


men were perfectly naked; and the women wore 
only a ſhort petticoat made of filk graſs, or deer 


kins, depending to the knee. Round their 
necks ſome of them wore pearls notched round, 
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not otrforated, and tied together with ſilk graſs. 
It ſeemed, indeed, that they were too ignorant 
of the mechanic arts, to be able to bore a hole 
through a pearl. 

The men are ftraight and well-limbed, ſub- 
ſiſting by fiſhing and hunting; they are of a 
dark brown complexion, and have Jong hair. 
Their arms are bows and arrows, in the uſe of 
which they are very ſkilful. They ſet a greater 
value on European knives, ſciſſars, and nails, 
than on gold or filver; and, among a people 
where the arts of luxury are unknown, this eſti- 
mate is juſt, 

The women, who poſſeſs few perſonal charms, 
are employed in the collection and grinding of 
grain, and in manufacturing fiſhing lines. 
Theſe people ſeem to poſſeſs an innate principle 
of honeſty ; and made free with nothing, how- 
2 expoſed, that was not gratuitoully: given 
mern. | 

The Bay of Puerto Seguro abounds in fiſh; in 
friking which, the natives are extremely dex- 
| terous,- as well as in diving for pcarl oyſters. 
Ihe failors told Captain Rogers, that they faw 
ane of them dive with his fiſhing implements, 
ad while he was under water, put up his 
ker with a fiſh on the point of it, which 

as taken off by an aſſociate that watched his 
Peres! in a bark log. This appears the more 
eredible, as ruſty knives were ſometimes thrown | 
werboard, on purpoſe to try their excellence in 
living ; and it was ſeldom that the knife could 
ink more than three or four fathoms, before it 
vas ſeized, and brought up by the active diver, 
ir From the mountains down to the fea, the land 
d, Nisrocky; but intermixed with pleaſant vales and 
ot Plains. 
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plains. The ſoil is ſandy, and therefore not 


very prolific. It produces, however, ſome fruits 
and roots, which the ſimple. natives uſe inſtead 
of bread. The Englith tried ſome of theſe. ar- 
_ ticles of food, and found them Inthciently n 
able and wholeſome. 

It was on the 1ſt of November, chat the ſhips 


came in fight of the high lands of California, | 


which the ſailors call Cape St. Lucas. It was 
now neceſſary to put thoſe regulations in prac- 
| tice which had been framed, in regard to cruifing, 
plunder, and attention to duty. Captain Ro- 
gers was ſtationed fartheſt from the lard, the 
Ducheſs was placed in the centre, and the Mar- 
quis near the ſhore. By this arrangement, the 
ſquadron ſpread fifteen leagues , and could lee, 
by day, any veſſel that might pats within twenty 
leagues of the ſhore. It was alſo ſettled, that 
they were to ply to windward all day, and drive 
all night. Soon after, the Ducheſs and Marquis, 
for particular reaſons, changed ſtations. It gave 
the captains pleaſure to reffect, that it was near 
this very place where Sir Thomas Cavendiſh 
took the Manilla ſhip. 
On the 28th the Marquis fired a gun, which 


was immediately anſwered by the Ducheſs, Cap- 


tain Rogers tacked and made fail, ſuppoſing that 
a ſtranger was in fight. The Marquis ſtood to- 
_ wards him; but on coming up, it was with aſto— 
niſhment, Captain Rogers was informed, that 


the Duke had been taken for the Manilla ſhip. 


Immediately each ſhip returned to her tation. 
Next morning, the bark; which had been be- 
calmed, came off the ſhore. As ſhe had ſtayed 
much longer than was expected, it was appre- 
hended ſhe had been cut off by the Indians. i 
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On the 9th of December, the maſter of the 
bark came on board, with ſome preſents, which 
he had procured from the Indians. With him, - {| 
Captain Rogers ſent the maſter of his own veſſel, 
to reconnoitre the coaſt, in order to find, if poſ- 
fible, a more ſecure harbour; and to convey in- 

telligence to Captain Courtney, that-it was ad- 
viſable one of the ſhips at a time ſhould go into 
the bay, to take in a ſupply of wood and water. 

Indeed it began to be a matter of doubt, whe-- 
ther the Manilla ſhip had really paſſed or not, as 
it was after the uſual ſeaſon in which ſhe ought 
to have made this coaſt; nor was it poſſible to 
obtain any intelligence which might extricate 
them from this dilemma. To act with judgment 
and ipirit in ſo nice a conjuncture, it was reſolved 
to cruiſe no longer than eight days more, 1n 
hopes of this long- expected veſſel; and that, in 
the interim, the Marquis ſhould go into the har- 
bour to refit, while the Duke and Ducheſs re- 
mained on the look-out. 

The ſtock of proviſions being examined, it was 
found that there was bread for no more than 
ſexenty days, at a very moderate allowance. 

L The run to Guam, one of the Ladrones, could 
not be performed in leſs than fifty; and from 

t hence it was evident, that an alternative of dif- 
ſculties preſented themſelves. To quit the ſta- 
tion, where they had ſo long indulged hopes, 
before the time agreed on, would have excited 
unpleaſant ſenſations; and to run the ritk of fa- 
mine, was ſtill more terrible. 

Theſe thoughts occaſioned a N of ſpi- 
its among ſuch as could reflect. However, on 
the 21ſt of December, they bore away for the 
port where the Marquis was refitting ; and at 
on Vor. III. 2 , e 
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nine in the morning, the man at the maſt head 
cried out that he ſaw a ſtrange fail, about ſeven 


leagues diſtant. 
The Duke and Ducheſs immediately hoiſted * 


their enſigns, and bore away after her; but it 0 
falling calm, the pinnace was manned, and ſent | - 6 
.out to make obſervations. Meanwhile, the re 


crews were much divided in their opinions, as 
ſome of them were very poſitive that the veſſel 
they were in purſuit of, was no other than the 5 
arquis coming out of port. For ſome hours it 
was impollible to ſettle this diſputed point with 
preciſion ; becauſe there was very little wind, 
and the pinnace kept at a diſtance. At laſt Cap- ch: 

| tain Rogers ſent off Mr. Fry to the Ducheſs, fide 


with which ſhip he ſaw the pinnace had held oth 
ſome correſpondence, to dlear up the myſtery ; 5 
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and he ſoon had the pleaſure to hear, that this 
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Was really the Manilla ſhip, for which he had 4 
h waited ſo long, and of whoſe arrival he now be- the 
| gan to deſpair. This news revived their ſinking tht, 


ſpirits; and every perſon was as alert as could 
bedefired. The idea of immediate wealth over- yn 5 


r * 
— — * — — 5 — = 


came the fear of famine. In ſhort, nothing was tho! 
thought of but the treaſure, which was now ſup- 29 f 
| poſed to be within their reach. 1 
| As the day was far ſpent, it was agreed, that *y 


the two pinnaces ſhould tend the ſtranger all 
night, and keep up ſhewing falſe fires. The with 


| ſhips were cleared for action; and every prepara- but, 
| Þ f ; . E they 
| tion made to fecure the prize, for which the re meu 
turn of day was anxioufly expected. At day 8 T 

break, the chace appeared at the diſtance of a gn 


league. At firit ſcarce a breath of air was ſir- I Tich 
ring; but having rowed ſome little time, a ſmall 
breeze ſprung up. 
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The ſpirituous liquors being exhauſted, Cap- 
tain Rogers ordered a large kettle of chocolate 
to be made for his men, after which repaſt they 
went to prayers, and before they were ended, 
the enemy began to fire. To deter the Engliſh 
from boarding them, they had ſuſpended barrels 
from each yard arm, which looked like powder 
barrels. 8 8 
At eight in the morning, the engagement be- 
gan between the Manilla ſhip and the Duke; 
for the Ducheſs, having little wind, did not 
come up. The enemy fired her ſtern- chace, which 
the Duke returned ſeveral times with her fore- 
chace. Soon after, both ſhips cloſing, ſeveral broad - 
fides were exchanged; and they kept plying each 
other with ſmall arms; but, in the ready uſe of 
great guns, the Spaniards appeared vaſtly inferi- 
or to the Engliſh. 1 | 
After continuing the aQion for ſome time, 
the Dake ſhot a little ahead, and plied the Spa- 
niard ſo warmly, that ſhe ſtruck her colours two- 
thirds down. By this time the Ducheſs came 
up, and fired a few guns, with a volley of ſmall- 
thot ; but the enemy, having ſubmitted, made 
no return. as 
The pinnace being ſent on board, brought off 
the captain and officers, who, being examined, 
told them, that they left Manilla in company 
with a ſhip of much greater burden and ſtrength ; 
but, having parted with her three months before, 
they ſuppoſed ſhe had reached Acapulco. 
The prize bore the pompous name of Noſtra 
Signiora de la Incarnacion diſenganio, Sir John 
Pichberty commander: ſhe had twenty guns, 
twenty pattereroes, and one hundred and ninety 
| £1: Þ three 
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three men, whereof nine were killed, ten wound- 
ed, and ſeveral blown up with gunpowder. 

The engagement laſted about three glaſſes. 
On the fide of the Englith, only Captain Rogers 
and an Iriſhman of the name of Powel were 
wounded. The captain unfortunately received 
a ſhot through the left cheek ; the bullet ſtruck 
away part of his upper jaw, and ſeveral of his 
teeth; part of which dropped befide him on the 
deck where he fell. In this melancholy fitna- 
tion, he was obliged to write his commands, to 
Prevent the loſs of blood, and the pain of ſpeak- 
ing. Powel was only ſlightly wounded in the 
buttock. The rigging of the Duke was conſi- 
derably damaged, and the mizen-maſt di ſabled 
by a ſhot. 

Two days after, the ſhips being put to rights, 
they ſtood in for the harbour and the ſurgeons 
were ſent on board the prize, to dreſs the 
wounded. Coming to an anchor near the Mar- 
quis, they received the congratulations of her 
crew on this ſudden and unexpected ſuccels, 
which {pread a general joy. 

A conſultation was next held on two import- 
ant points: firſt, what way the hoſtages ſhoulfl 
be diſpoſed of; and next, how they ſhould 
act in regard to the other Manilla ſhip, which it 
Was thought had not yet paſſed. 

At laſt it was agreed on, that, fince they had 
reaſon to believe the hoſtages from Guiaquil, and 
the commander of the Manilla ſhip, were men of 
ſtrict honour, it would be adviſable to make the 
beſt terms with them that could be done, and 
then ſet them at liberty. The laſt point under 
conſideration was not ſo eaſily ſettled. Captain 
Rogers was deſirous of going out in come 

Wit 
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with the Ducheſs, to cruiſe for the other Manilla 
ſhip; but ſome reflections having been caſt on 
Captain Courtney, for his tardineſs in coming 
up in the late engagement, he was bent on pro- 
ceediog with the Marquis; and a majority ſiding 
with him, the Duke was to ſtay in the harbour 
to refit. It was, however, ſettled, that ten of 
her beſt ſeamen ſhould be turned over to the 
Ducheſs, to ſtrengthen the crew, in caſe of an at- 
_ tack. On Chriſtmas eve they failed, 
As ſoon as they were gone, Captain Rogers 
made preparations for diſcharging his priſoners, 
Stipulations were entered into, to accept the ſum 
of ſix thouſand pieces of eight, in bills drawn 
on London, in lien of the remaining ranſom of 
Guiaquil, and the bark and cargo. Chevalier 
Pichberty drew theſe bills; and gave an acknow- 
ledgment under his own hand, that he thought 
the bargain highly favourable to the Spaniards. 
On Chriſtmas day, Captain Rogers poſted two 
ſentinels on the top of a hill, from whence was 
a wide proſpect of the tea, with inſtructions to 
convey ſignals, by which he might underſtand if 
his conſorts had fallen in with the expected ſhip; 
and that he might have time to prepare to lend 
them aſſiſtance, in caſe of need. | 
Next day the ſentinels gave the ſignals pre- 
ſcribed, that a ſtrange ſhip was in fight; on 
which the priſoners were immediately put on 
board the bark, ſtripped of her ſails; and all 
hands, that could be ſpared, were colleted on 
board the Duke. The priſoners, about one hun- 
dred and ſeventy perſons, being tecured on 
board the bark, which was deprived of all her 
ſailing tackle, and moorcd at a diſtance from 
the prize, had only a few men left to ſupply 
* 3 them 


246 ROGERS'S VOYAGE. 
them with proviſions, rather than to guard them, 


that as many as poſlible might be muſtered, to 


aſſiſt the conſort veſſels on emergency. 

Captain Rogers was in a very weak condition, 
from his late wounds; yet ſuch was his ſpirit, 
that neither the remonſtrances of the officers, 
nor the advice of the ſurgeons, could prevail on 
him to remain behind. He weighed anchor, 
and next morning ſaw three ſail to the windward, 
About nine o'clock the Ducheſs and the chace 
were near together, and the Marquis was crowd- 


ing ſail to come up with them. The wind be- 


ing ſcant, the Duke made little way. 

In the afternoon, the Marquis came up 
with the enemy, and engaged her britkly ; but 
ſoon fell to leeward, apparently diſabled. On 
this Captain Rogers manned his pinnace, and ſent 
her off to their aſſiſtance; but before ſhe could 
get up, the Marquis again made ſail, and renew- 
ed the action, which continued till dark. 

About midnight, the Duke was pretty well 
up with the chace, and her boat came on board, 
having made falſe fires, which were anſwered. 
The crew informed their captain, that they had 
been aboard both the conſort veſſels, and that 
the Ducheſs was much diſabled. They reported 

farther, that the enemy at one time was in much 
diſorder; her guns not being all mounted, and 
conſequently their netting- deck and cloſe quar- 
ters expoſed. 

From this it was more than probable, that had 
the Duke accompanied the Ducheſs, as Captain 
Rogers propoſed, the Spaniard muſt have fallen 
a prey to their united force; but the Marquis 

being an indifferent ſailor, and not carrying 
beavy metal, could render a very inadequate aſ- 
liſtance, 
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ſiſtance. In addition to theſe diſadvantages, the 
Marquis had fired away nearly all her powder. 

This intelligence induced Captain Rogers to 
ſend off his boat with ſome ammunition for the 
Marquis, under Lieutenant Fry, who carried in- 
ſtructions how to act to the beſt advantage the 
enſuing morning. 

The chace had made fignals to the Duke all 
day, believing her to be her conſort, and after it 
was dark, edged away towards her, which gave 


Captain Rogers an advantage the wind would 


otherwiſe have prevented, in ſpite of all his ex- 


ertions. 


As ſoon as it was day, the chace fired on the ; 
Ducheſs, which ſhe returned with ſpirit ; but, 
from the ſituation the Duke was in, did almoſt 
as much damage to the latter as the former. 
This made Captain Rogers change his poſition, 
and to keep cloſe aboard the enemy, driving as 
the did. In the courſe of the action, the Duke 
received a ſhot in the main maſt, which much 
difabled it, and ſoon after, both the conſort ſhips 
nearly fell on board the enemy ; by which means 
they were prevented from uſing their guns with 
effect. In a ſhort time, a fire ball from the 
enemy lighting on the quarter deck of the Duke, 
blew up a loaded cheſt of arms, and ſcorched ſe- 
veral of the men. Getting clear of each other, 
the Ducheſs ſtood in for the ſhore, where the 
lay mending her rigging ; the Marquis fired ſe- 
reral ſhot to very little purpoſe; and a ſecond 
ſhot in the mainmaſt of the Dake, almoſt ren- 
dered her unfit for ſervice. 

In this dilemma, Captain Rogers ſteered off 
and brought to, making a ſignal for his conſorts 
to do the ſame, In a thort time, Captains Court- 

ney 
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ney and Cooke went on board the Duke; and 


on taking the ſtate of the ſhips into confideration, 
and the little impreſſion they had made on the 
enemy, it was reluctantly reſolved to defiſt from 


any farther attempts upon her ; and to make the 
beſt of their way into the harbour, and ſecure 
the prize they had already captured. 

During the repeated engagements, which laſt- 
ed about ſeven glaſſes, the Duke had eleven men 
wounded, Captain Rogers was again unfortu- 
nately wounded in the left foot with a ſplinter, 


ſo that he could not ſtand. Part of his heel-bone 


was ſtruck out, and all under the ankle miſerably 
lacerated. 

The Ducheſs had about twenty men killed and 
wounded ; but the Marquis had only two hurt, 
who were ſcorched with gunpowder. 

The enemy was a fine new ſhip, the admiral 


of Manilla, and this was her firſt voyage. She 
was called the Vigonia, of about nine hundred 


tons, and four hundred and fifty men, beſides 
paſſengers, of whom one hundred and fifty were 
Europeans. Several of them having been for- 
merly pirates, were deſperate in defence of that 


wealth they had illegally acquired, at the riſk of 


their lives. This may account for the reſolute 
The ſhip was capable 
of carrying fixty guns, but only forty were 
mounted, with as many pattereroes, all of braſs, 
The gunner, it appeared, was perfectly acquaint- 


ed with his bufineſs, and put her in an excellent 


ſtate for defence. 

Thus ended the attempt of the Engliſh on 
this capital Manilla ſhip, which they might have 
ſecured, had an adequate force attacked her, be- 


fore ſhe had gained time to prepare for reſiſtance. 
It 
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It was probable ſhe might have been ſet on fire 
at laſt; but this idea was relinquiſhed, from the 


confideration that all the contort ſhips had valu- 
able cargoes on board; and to have endangered 
what was already ſecured, merely on the proſ peat 
of doing miſchief to the enemy, would have diſ- 
played raſhneſs rather than reſolution. 

It ſeems the Spaniards were the better provid- 
ed for this conflict, becaaſe they had heard at 
Manilla, that a ſinall ſquadron, of which Dam- 
pier was pilot, had failed from Briſtol for the 
South Seas. 

On the 1ſt of January 1710, they returned 


into port; and were now determined to expedite 


their voyage to the Eaſt Indies to the utmoſt. 
The priſoners were immediately releaſed, and 
put on board a bark, with water and proviſions 
ſufficient to carry them to Acapulco. Some 
days were then ſpent in wooding and watering 
and it was with fatisfaction they diſcovered ſuch 
a quantity of bread on board the prize. as, with 
the old ſtock, was Judges ſufficient to carry them 
to Guam. 

Some regulations were now adopted among 
the officers, by which Captain Dover was pro- 
moted to the chief command of the Marquis. 
This did not meet the ideas of Captain Rogers; 
but as Meſſrs. Fry and Stratton were to ſuperin- 
tend the navigation of that ſhip, and Dover was 
to be no more than nomirally commander, he at 
latt yielded. The crews were likewiſe a little 
more equalized ; and all differences being accom- 
modated, they drank ſucceſs to the remainder of 
the voyage, and a ſafe arrival in Great Britain. In 
cale of ſeparation, during the long run they had to 

undertake, 


© 
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undertake, Guam was appointed the place of 
rendezvous. . N 
The Manilla ſhips, in general, are much richer 
than the prize they had taken on this coaſt; for 
it ſeems ſhe waited a long time for the Chineſe 


junks to bring filks, which not arriving in time, 
ſhe was freighted with coarſer commodities. Se- 


veral of the priſoners aſſured Captain Rogers, 


that it is nothing unuſual for one of thoſe veſſels 
to be worth ten millions of pieces of eight; ſo | 


that had it not been for this accident, they would 
have obtained a very valnable prize indeed. 
With regard to the larger veſſel, in their at- 
tempts on which they had been foiled, Captain 
Rogets afterwards met with a ſailor, whoſe ac- 
count ſerved to diminiſh his regret for this failure. 
This man ſerved on board her during the action, 
and detailed all the circumſtances attending it in 
ſuch a manner, as rendered his veracity unqueſ- 
tionable. He ſaid, it would have been impoſſible 
to take her; for the gunner conſtantly Lopt in 
the powder room declaring, that he had taken 
the ſacrament to blow her up, in caſe the Eng- 
liſh ſhould ſucceed in boarding her; which deſ- 
perate reſolution made the men frantic in her 


defence. | 


On the 10th of January they weighed from 
Porto Seguro, but did not loſe fight of the land 
till the 12th. Several of the men were in a 
weak condition, beſides Captain Rogers and Mr, 
Vanburgh, and the reft of the wounded. They 
were, moreover, reduced to a ſhort allowance; 
and ſome of the crews afterwards making free 
with ſuch proviſions as were within their reach, 
venial as this might have been under more fa- 
vourable 


A 
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yourable circumſtances, they were, as an exam- 
ple, puniſhed with ſome ſeverity. = : 

The voyage was continued with proſperous 
winds ; and on the 10th of March they had fight 
of Serpana and Guam, two of the Ladrones. Next 
day they ſteered for the latter, having been all day 
viewed by the natives in different. proas, which 
paſſed them with prodigious celerity, but could 
not be induced to ſtop. | 


Being now under an abſolute neceſſity of pro- 
curing a ſupply of proviſions, eſpecially of bread 
and flour, of which their ſtock was reduced to 
fourteen days ſhort allowance; it was reſolved 
to get tome of the inhabitants on board, and de- 
tain them as hoſtages, in caſe they ſhould be un- 
der the neceſſity of ſending any of their men to 
negotiate with the governor, | - 

Accordingly, they took two Spaniards, who 
hailed them, and came on board, as they were 
turning into the harbour, under the colours of 
that nation. One of theſe was detained as an 
hoſtage, the other was diſpatched with the lin- 
guiſts, carrving a letter to the governor of the 
place, in which they demanded the liberty of 
trading in a peaceable manner for proviſions and 
retreſhments; for which they would not only 
render prompt payment, but in every other re- 
ſpect acquit themſelves as friends; threatening, 
however, in caſe of a refuſal, to proceed to open 
hoſtilities. „„ . 

Next morning, the pinnace belonging to the 
Ducheſs was ſent on ſhore with a flag of truce; 
to the crew of which the natives thewed the 
moſt friendly attention, promiſing to ſupply them 
with ſuch proviſions as might be ſpared, provid- 
ed the goyernor gave his conſent. 


About 


— 
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About noon, one of the linguiſts returged, 
bringing with him three Spanith gentlemen, with 
an anſwer from the governor, expreſſive of his 


readineſs to accammodate them with whatever 
the iſland afforded. In return to this polite de- 
claration, a deputy was ſent from each ſhip to 
wait upon the governor, and to carry him a 
a handiome preſent for his proffered kindneſs, 

Next day ſeveral officers went in the pinnace 
to dine with the governor, in conſequence of an 
invitation they bad received. Theſe were treat- 
ed with all imaginable reſpect and friendſhip : 
two hundred men were drawn up to welcome 
their landing; and the officers and clergy of the 
iſland formed a cavalcade, and conducted them 
to the governor's palace, a handſome edifice, con- 
ſidering the quarter of the globe, and the circum- 
fances of his government. 

At the entertainment there were at leaſt ſixty 
diſhes produced; and when the Engliſh took 
leave, they were ſaluted with a volley of ſmall} 
arms. [In return ior this condeſcending polite- 
nels, they preſented the governor with two ne- 
gro boys, richly drefled in liveries, twenty yards 
of ſcarlet ſerge, and fis pieces of cambric, with 
which he ſeemed highly gratified. 

Ihe Hand of Guam, which has often been 
deſcribed, contains accommodations for the offi- 
cers and crew of the Acapulco thip, during the 
neceſſary time they ſtay here to take in neceſſa- 
ries and refreſhments, in their voyage to Manilla. 


At this time there were about three hundred | 


Spaniards on this and the neighbouring iſlands; 
and molt of the natives were converts to their re- 


ligion. It appeared that they had eight pricey 
| Ix 


' 
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fix of whom taught ſchool, beſides performing 


their ordinary vocations, 


Guam produces the bread fruit, cocoa nuts, 


and a variety of excellent fruits, ſome of which 
are not indigenous, but thrive prodigiouſly here. 
The indigo plant grows wild in abundance, and 


were the natives induftrious, it might be con- 


verted into a lucrative branch of trade. They 
have plenty of cattle and hogs; and, indeed, all 


claſſes appeared to live very comfortably on the 


ſpontaneous produQtions of the country, with 
little labour and leſs care. 

The governor's reſidence is near a ſmall village 
and convent, and this forms the chief ſettlement 


of the Spaniards in theſe iſlands. At that time 
only four Spaniſh women. reſided here. Money 


is ſcarce; becauſe, truſting to the voluntary 
bounties of nature, they have little occafion for 
its uſe. 7 LT” 
The native Indians are a hale athletic people, 
of a dark olive colour. They go entirely naked, 


except a ſmall piece of cloth, which they wear 


by way of modeſty. The women appear in a 


ſhort petticoat. The men are dexterous at fling- 


Ing oval pieces of clay, burnt as hard as marble ; 


and with theſe they are capable of killing a man 


at a conſiderable diſtance, 


On the 18th, the Engliſh gave an entertain- 
ment on board the Duke, to which their own 


officers were invited, and four Spaniſh gentle- 


men, in the retinue of the governor. Captain 


Rogers made them as welcome as time and place 
would permit ; diverting them with muſic, and 
dancing till midnight; when all parties ſeparat- 
ed well pleaſed. | | 
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It being thonght- reaſonable to make the go- 
vernor's deputy a preſent, for the trouble he had q 
been at in collecting the ſupplies, he received a q 
compenſation to his ſatisfaction ; and was paid 

as much for what had been delivered, as amount- tl 
"ed to double its value in his opinion, which he Ir 
certified under his own hand. i 
This affair being amicably finiſhed, it was 
agreed to ſteer by a ſouth-weſt courſe, to get 
clear of the iſlands; and then to proceed direct 

to Mindanao, and from thence to Ternate. 
Mean time an old Spaniard, named Antonio 
Gomes Figuero, who had been captured in the 
South Seas, about the commencement of the voy- 
age there, was ſet on ſhore. It was N 
intended to carry him to England, in order to 
facilitate the condemnation of the prizes; but 
being in a very reduced ſtate of health, a certifi- 
cate was taken under his hand, ſignifying that 
he ſaw the capture of ſeveral prizes belonging to 
the ſubjects of Philip V. King of Spain, &c, 
This old man received ſome clothes and neceſſa- 
ries at parting, and was conſigned to the care of 
the deputy governor of Guam. To conclude the 
_ governor's civilities, he made Captain Rogers a 
preſent of one of the flying proas of theſe iſlands, 
which, he afſerted, would run twenty leagues iu 
an hour. This might be an exaggeration ; but 
it is certain, their velocity almoſt exceeds be 

e 5 1 

On the 21ſt of March they got under ſai}, an 
ſoon encountered ſeveral ſtorms, About the 
middle of April they again made land, whic 
they ſuppoſed to be the eaſtern extremity of Ce 
lebes. Iere they fell in with three wateripouts 
one of which had like to have burſt on the Mar 
1 a qm 
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quis; but the Ducheſs firing at it, it broke with- 
out doing them any damage. 

Soon after they deſcried land again, which, 
they conjectured to be Gilolo, In this doubtful 
manner they proceeded till the end of the month; 
and had the additional mortification to find the 


Duke ſo leaky, that the was with difficulty kept 


clear. 
Captain Dampier, who had twice navigated 


thoſe ſeas, diſcouraged them very much by aſ- 


ſerting, that it would be impoſſible to find re- 
treſhments, unleſs they could reach the Iſle of Ter- 
nate. At this period, too, the ſhort allowance to 
which the crews were reduced, occaſioned much 
murmuring ; and the officers found themſelves. 
obliged, out of policy, to enlarge it ; ſo little 
chance 1s there of being able to argue with effect 
againſt hunger! 

After various unimportant tranſactions, they 
reached ſome iſlands near Bouton on the Z5th of 
May, when the pinnaces were ſent on ſhore, and 
ſoon returned with plenty of cocoa nuts; and 
reported, that the inhabitants, who ſpoke the 
Malayan tongue, behaved with great civility. 

The ſhips now attempted to find anchorage, 
but in vain : the Duke ſounded with a line of 
eighty fathoms, and almoſt ran her bowſprit 
aſhore, yet could find no ground: the natives, 
however, at laſt directed to a bank where they 
might anchor. Meanwhile ſeveral canoes came 
off with fowls, Indian corn, and truits, which 
were readily exchanged for goods. Some officers, 
who were ſent aſhore in the yawl and pinnace, 
were courteouſly received by the king of the 
place and his grandees, and a promiſe was ob- 
tained of a ready ſupply of neccflarics. Both his 
22 majeſty 


Was rather to ſhew his authority than to uſe it; 
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majeſty and attendants were barefooted; and 


had no other covering but a cloth wrapped round 

their waiſts. 3 | 5 
After cruiſing round the promontories, and 

ſounding for three or four days, they at laſt caſt 


anchor in deep water. The Duke's boat, which 


had been ſent on thore, returned about this time, 
with ſome Malayans in a canoe, who had been 
enticed by preſents to come on board ; but of 
their information they could not avail themſelves 


for want of an interpreter. Captain Dover, in- 


deed, had one on board, but refuſed to lend him, 
though upon ſo neceſſary an occaſion; nor could 
the natives be prevailed on to go on board his 


ſhip. They appeared very impatient to be gone; 


nor could ſweetmeats, and other temptations of 


this kind, keep them compoſed. At parting, 


however, they made ſigns, and pointing to the 
land, called out, Boutoo. 
Dampier had formerly ſailed through theſe 
ſtraights; but of the ſituation of the town he 
was quite ignorant. It was, therefore, deter- 
mined to ſend him, with the linguiſt, in one of 
the pinnaces, well manned, to find out the town, 
and to wait on the ſovereign of Bouton, to ſolicit 
a ſupply of proviſions. To mcreaſe the reſpecta- 
bility of his miſſion, Mr. Vanburgh and Mr. Con- 
nely accompanied him. 

On the 80th, a proa came from his majeſty 
with a nobleman on board, without either ſhoes 
or ſtockings, and a pilot to conduct the veſſels 
nearer the town. The firſt queſtion this Indian 
grandee aſked was, how they dared to anchor, 
without leave, near the coaſts of the dominions 
of the great King of Bonton ? This, however, 


for 


ROGERS'S VOYAGE. 237 


for he brought ſome preſents of ſtriped cloth, 
arrac; and rice, from the king, and a letter from 
the officers aſhore, certifying the favourable re- 
ception they had met with. 

A ſuitable preſent was returned, and a ſalute 
fired by every ſhip at the departure of the royal 
meſſenger ; at which mark of a attention he ſeem- 
ed well pleaſed, | 

They wooded and watered at the ſmall Iſland 
of Sampo, where ſeveral proas came off to them 
with fowl, fruits, and Indian corn, which were 
bartered for knives, ſciſſars, and clothes. Theſe 
people were very civil, but charged their commo- 
dities high ; probably, from a knowledge that 


they were indiſpenſably neceſſary. 


The characteriſtic treachery of the Moors be- 
gan to occur to thoſe on board, when the party 
did not return from the ſhore, to ſoon as was 
expected. On the 5th of June, however, the 
Ducheſs's pinnace brought back Mr. Connely, 
with the agreeable tidings that four laſts of rice 
were forwarding, which had been bought of the 
king for fix hundred dollars ; and that Mr. Van- 
burgh was kept as a ſecurity for the payment. 

Next morning the rice arrived, and was equa]- 
ly diſtributed among the four ſhips ; and the ſti- 
pulated payment was made to the king's officers, 
After this tranſaction, proviſions began to come 
in more plenty and more cheap. 

Bouton ſtands on the aſcent of a hill, the top 
of which 1s crowned with a fort, incloſed with 
an old ſtone wall, mounted with guns and patte- 
reroes. The king, and many of his people, live 
in the fort, where a daily market for vegetables 
is kept. His majeſty has five wives beſides con- 
cubines; and four men, denominated pury baſ- 
23 Rh 
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fas, carrying large canes with ſilver heads, the 
badge of office,. are appointed to manage their 
affairs. 5 
I be ſovereign appeared in a green gauze 
ſpangled covering over his hair, and had, in his 
general dreſs, the air of a Dutch ſkipper. He is 
always barefooted and barelegged; but when 
he appears in ſtate, he wears a long calico gown 
over his uſual ſhort jacket. His throne, or chair 
of ſtate, is covered with red cloth; and he is 
conſtantly attended by a ſergeant and fix men 
with matchlocks. Three others carry the diffe- 
rent enſ;:;ns of royalty. At his feet are four 
ſlaves, one holding his betel box, another a light- 
ed match, a third his ſmoking box, and a fourth 
his ſpitting baſon, The tributary kings and his 
grandees have ſtations adapted to their reſpective 
ranks; but all treat the ſovereign of Bouton 
with the moſt ceremonious attention. 
The town is well peopled ; and being ſeated 
on the banks of a fine river, has an infinite num- 
ber of boats plying in the vicinity. No leſs than 
fifty iſlands are tributary to this prince, who an- 
pually difpatches ſome of his proas to collect his 
revenues. There is only one moſque at Bouton. 
The inhabitants appeared extremely delighted 
with muſic, | | | 
All the men being returned. and having parted 
with bis majeſty in the moſt friendly manner, it 
was now retolved to proceed. Accordingly, the 
ſhips got under ſail, and next day made three 
iſlands to the north of Zalayer. On the 10th, 
the pinnaces came up with a ſmall veſſel, bound 
from Macaſtar to Ctlebes. The maſter promiſed 
to pilot the Engiiſh to Batavia, if it could be 
kepi ſecret from the Putch, Under his conduct 
| they 
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they paſſed the Straights of Zalayer,' and made 


the moſt ſouthern part of Celebes. In a few 
days they came in fight of Batavia, and ſoon after 


anchored in the road, 


Never was a greater change cerceptible among 


the crews than now took place. Thoſe who, a 

few hours before, were quarzelling for neceſſa- 
ries, were now wallowing 1n faxuries, and thought 
themſelves arrived at the terreſtial paradiſe. 
Captain Rogers ſays, that he was quite aſtoniſhed 
at their behaviour. Inſtead of finding difficulty 
in procuring bread and water, it was the only 
object of contention, who. ſhould be at the 


trouble of preparing their dainty repalts, or mak 


ing their favourite punch. 
By their own reckoning, it was W edneſday 


the 21ſt of June when the Engliſh landed at 


Batavia; but, by the Dutch account, it was 
Thurſday the 22d. This difference in the com- 
putation of time, is invariably found by the cir- 
cumnavigators of the globe. 


Soon akter their arrival, the commanders wait 


ed on the governor, who, having examined and 


approved their committons with an inquiſitive 


minuteneſs, promiſed them all reaſonable athtt- 
ance; but in this he neither ſeemed nor meant 
to be ſincere, fince much importunity was re— 
cuired to obtain permiſſion to careen their ſhips. 


However, on the 23d of July they hove down 
upon Horn Ifland. Provifions were plenty in- 


deed, but extravagantly dear; and no audience 
hn ever be obtained of the governor, either 
to qbtain redreſs or atllttance, without going 


through the ceremony 04 Uribing his {ecretary 


and guards, 


Horn 


+ 
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Horn Ifland was very inconvenient for the to 
purpoſe of careening ; but leave could not be ho 
granted to perform this at Unherſt, where the mi 
Dutch careen their own ſhips; neither could | 
they procure the aſſiſtance of Dutch artificers, ſo off 
that they were obliged to employ Malayans. To wi 
complete this inimical treatment, the govern- lon 

ment would not permit any Dutchman to pur- fail 
_ chaſe the Marquis, which was now under ſale; on 
and therefore they were obliged to part with her to of 
the firſt Engliſh bidder at leſs than half her value. W hay 
Captain Rogers recovered his health very flow- to 
ly in this unpropitious climate. While he lay and 
at Batavia, a muiket ſhot was extracted from his fero 
cheek, which had been miſtaken for a part of muc 
the jaw; and ſeveral ſplinters were drawn from to b 
his heel. The weather was extremely hot while WF rope 
they continued here; and, in conſequence, many -T 


of the officers and men fell fick. The maſter of till + 
the Duke, the gunner of the Ducheſs, and ſeve- they 
ral of the men died of the flux. A young man, Cape 
named John Read, belonging to the Ducheſs, W fever 
having ventured into the ſea to ſwim, had both Fe 
his legs ſnapped off by a ſhark at one bite; and WW © w. 
before he could be drawn on board, the ſame vo- W Capt⸗ 
racious animal tore away the lower part of his W «eq 
belly, which immediately killed him. end 
About ten years before Captain Rogers arrived Nad b 
here, there had been an earthquake, which over- | 
turned part of the mountains in the neighbour- 
hood of Batavia, and altered the courſe of the 
river, ſo that the canals in and about the city 
were not nearly ſo commodious or ſo deep a5} 
they had formerly been. Indeed, the natural} 
inſalubrity of the air is conſiderably heightened} 
by the ſtagnant waters, and the want of a Po 
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to enforce an attention to cleanlineſs. Batavia, 
however, is a very magnificent place, and accu- 


mulates the oriental wealth of the Dutch. 
Having laid in a ſupply of proviſions, and the 


officers and men having furniſhed themſelves 
with ſuch neceſſaries as might laſt during the 


long run they were about to make, the ſhips ſet 
fail from Batavia on the 14th of October; and, 


on the evening of the 19th, had a terrible ſtorm 


of thunder and lightning: Some of the men 
having been ſent aſhore at Pepper Bay, in Java, 
to kill buffaloes, were terrified by the tigers ; 


and one perſon had nearly loſt his life by this 


terocious race. The native king behaved with 
much civility ; and willingly granted permiſſion 
to barter the commodities of the country for Eu- 
ropean articles, 

Leaving Pepper Bay, nothing material occurred 
til they reached the Cape of Good Hope, where 
they anchored on the 18th of December. In 
Cape Bay they found only one Engliſh ſhip, but 
leveral Dutchmen. 

Fearful to ſail without convoy, and unwilling 
to wait till the Dutch ſhould have one ready, 
Captain Rogers propoſed to his conſorts, to pro- 
wed directiy for the Braſils, where they might 
rend ſome periſhable goods to great advantage, 
and be in little danger of falling in with an enc- 
ny of ſuperior force ; ; and afterwards to fail for 
briſtol by the north channel. This ſcheme, ap- 
arently ſo practicable and fafe, was ſet afide 


| to wait for the Dutch fleet, and to ſail in a 
ody. 


b In conſequence of this 3 mination, it was the 
Ich of April 1711 before they were ready to 
by leave 


or want of unanimity ; and the majority reſoly- 
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leave the Cape. The whole convoy conſiſted of 
ſixteen Dutch and nine Engliſh ſhips. The moſt 
exact diſcipline was kept up, and the moſt: 
prompt obedience paid to the Dutch admiral, 

though his real ſtation was no other than that of 
captain of one of their Eaſt India ſhips. He 
was, however, a man of abilities and good na- 
ture, and behaved with great reſpect and atten- 
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tion to the Engliſh who were under his conduct, 


entertaining their officers, occaſionally, in com- 

mon with thoſe of his on country. 

July the 14th they ſaw two ſhips, one a Dane, 
bound for Ireland, which they ſpoke. She in- 
formed them, that the Dutch men of war were 
cruiſing off Shetland to protect the convoy. By 
this veſſel Captain Ln, nie forwarded letters to 
his owners. 

Next morning they made Fair Ind and Foul 
Iſland, near Shetland ; and preſently ſaw the 
men of war. On the morrow all joined, and 

mutual ſalutes were exchanged. The inhabit- 
ants of the Shetland Ifles came off with fiſh, and 
ſuch other proviſions as they had. On the 17th, 
the Engliſh captains conveyed information to 
their owners of their deſtination for the Texel, 
where they hoped to find an Englith convoy. 


On the 23d, the commodore made ſignal for 


ſeeing land, and ſame day they entered the 
Texel, when the Dutch fired all their guns, and 
the Engliſh ſaluted the commodore and the flag 
with ſeveral rounds. Here they lay till the 22 

of September, employed in various arrangement 
but impatient to be gone. On the 2d of Octobe 
they arrived ſafe in the Downs; after the ci 
eumnavigation of the globe,which they pertorme 
in three years and two months. 
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To this expedition of Woodes Rogers it was 
owing, that the ſpirit of privateering in the 
South Seas was not totally loſt in England, where 
much art had been uſed to propagate an opinion, 
that none but buccaneers could reap any advan- 
tage in that quarter. But the event of this voy- 
age convinced the moſt prejudiced, that, under 
proper command, the uſual modes of warfare 
may be ſucceſsfully purſued againſt the Spani- 


ards ; and whenever it is the fate of Britain to 


contend with that nation, we would ftrongly re- 
commend it, not only as an object of advantage 
but of policy, to attack them in the moſt vulner- 
able part, their American poſlefſions ; which at 
once ſupply the ſinews of war, and can beſt re- 
pay its loſſes-. * 

The voyage we have juſt related, in its prudent 
and economical arrangements, will long ſerve as 
a model and a precedent. Though diſputes 
ſometimes broke out, by the inſtitution of coun- 
cils, and the ready means by which grievances 
could be redreſſed, mutiny never could take deep 
root ; beeauſe 1t wanted a provocation and a pre- 
text. . The officers, we have ſeen, were men of 
abilities and humanity ; zealous to forward the 
intereſts of their proprietors, and, at the ſame 
time, not to tarmiſh the national honour, May 
their example be imitated, and their ſucceſs ob- 
tained, whenever the jealous imbecility of Spain 
tempts it to treſpaſs on the generous feeling of 


F Britons | 
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